
"4Art tired of waiting, Joapb ?" aaked Fraaz, eoming Up,
gmd taking bis instrumnent from the ground.

"1No, uncle,> and the boy urniled brightly; f or waa not
Frtoz liii own mother'a brother, the one to wh om that Lcutle
iother had confided him au lier death.bed ai a preiu trust,

mda lad not Franx Bredt regarded thiat trusti as ard
"1Boy, and Franz enapped the strings ef him guitar, thereljY

showing that though rude in mako it wax not in toue, or ele
that the band which, touched it vas that of a master of the
art of using il ; "lboy, I arn minded to put off going tii! to-
mnorrow. Mafrie-tby *--nt, as ie to bc mone d&y "-and ho
laughed a soft littie lauïb, as ono who was sure of hie ground,
illoves our mniei, and would liko to play to, lier once more
from the grove. Dost mind, Joseph ? "

"No, no !-aud uncle, Marie ie no gond, I amn mure mhe in. I
invo hier too. Metbouglit site lookecd like a saint to.nighit a-9
ihe stood on the balcouy. for I weut once and looked to find
out where yeu wore ; I feared, uucle, that Jakob miglit bc
neat.."9

So they talkcd on in the gloaming, and when the stars shone
doivu upon them, and tho lighta ail Lad dinappeared from the.
windows of the blte, they played aweet aira, whiclh stole UPO!>
the holy night like îLe mnusic of angels Who had been sent to
watcbi over the graves of thoco who Lad weakly tricd to, reuder
tlicir lives better than mortals' ]ives could ever be. Thcu in
the mnorning Frauz was ternpted to see hie love once more, se
that it waa late eo they quitted the. fair ife!e, and the sunt iras
strong and golden, ue Josephi sat once more waiting for bie
ncle by the way.side. A footatep came up stealthily froin

bebind; perbapa il waa hie uncle comae to surprise him, or -- ,
snd liere he started, givinge vent as Lie did se to a low cry of
pain. A second blow foi owed the firet, and thon lie rccoq.
nised the band which deait thein. Thick and fuit they feli
upon hie poor litle defencelese body, hie persecutor being
rons other than Jakob the boatoeau, the rival of hie uncle,
and, judging by the ferocione liglit gleamiug in hie eycs, Joeph
about gueseed that lie moant to kiii hini ere lie had donc.
.Agaîn, anether step, firm n d mauly, wua heard approacbing,
with now and then a uote from, a guitar-it vas Franz, the
good unele, aud in another moment Jakob, who, for ail hie
cruelty, was but a coward, hurried away. "1Josephi, J oseph !
my poo.: Iauline's fiedgeling I What im it? " But, ers the
boy conld flnd words to reply, Lie eye took in Jakob's rotreat.
ing figure, aud hie whole framne seered te dilate with a great
anci rigliteous wiath.

Hie words, however, were not righteouu for ail that-he did
net pursue and punieh the coward as he deserved ; for Franz
knew that hoe war leaviug Marie, hia treasure, bchind, aud hie
wished not; te call up auy more bitter feeling than, waa already
in Jakob's mind, for her sake ; but ho swore a fierce oatb, as
lie stood there, an oath which, alas ! he livedl te fulfil.

They travelledl here, there, and everywhere, and Franz wua
careful of the moneys hie receivod, for were tbey not for
Marie and the happy, happy days te corne? He would then
reut a litlie farmn, se ho said, and mtuse quietly dewu ; but
net yet-and se they roeod about, amnust the villages a-ad
towuu, delighting ail wilh their eweet music, ouly aven asathey
playod, aud litle Joseph sang, the beart of eaeh turned
lovingly, fondly, te the fairy isie, and tle girlieh fiRure -which
they Weil kuow would waieh and wait, watch and waît, for
their returu. It vas pleasant, tiu drearn of theits of a
pleasant home, and a geutie rule-it seerned te, thern \moat
likehbeaven cornpared wiih ibeir preset ; aud yel, I Lixink,
tbey enjoyed thoir rambles vaetly in those bright days of look-

ing forward; partly, 1 Fiuppose, becase of the sweet ameneas
which lay boyond. They spent the wiuler far away, P-4en lu
Parie, and in the meaulime ue word came te theeA of fair
Nonuenwertb. Franztrusledhilovetrumled her me ýmplicily,
that rnany of n, I tsar, ean scarce cornprehiend the simpliciy
of hia uusuepecting nature. Sornelimea a thonght; of Jakob
croased bis aimd; but thon the owner ef the hetel would csre
for Marie-hie maldens of the houeehold. were te hùaû almost
as iei ehildren, and Marie, tee, was wary; but ais te deubting
bier true love, why auch a thougît nover se mucli as entered
his mimd. And ce time swept ou. Parie, wil.a ite gaieties,
its shope, its frolice for old sud young, rich aud poor, helped
te pass the winter aw&y for thern as for îmuny another, aud
their music Lelped, feebly te awell the sm of arnueenn of
whioh Ihis city-the playhouse of the world, as it were--
makes ber joyous boàet. But when apring came, with ils
olear *Mdes and baloey air, Frauz turn.d away wilhout a pang
of regret, sud littie Josepha tee was glad te go s Weil ; for

on in the distance, the btinme, the f roc, unfottered river of
poelry aud 9on% beokoned them te, corne where love, joy, and
home swaited themi bath in their coparate ferme. l3ack lhey
therefore jenrneyed te thefoud gea] ef tbeirhopes, and in aLerter
time thsu you would deeni possible, thecir foot »gaini presced
the violet ced ef fair. Nonrîenwertb. Thon ore they thought
ef either rosI or refrcmhmetit, tboy played swvect melodliet ax
kerctofore, frein the uidst of tLe trocs which forrned lb.
grove.

Ne Marie made b'.r appearanco lu the balcony-n, the
bouse aemcd te thom, tl.ee waititig two, as ferleru snd
decerled as tbongl n Riests were witbin itat walls-for Ihem
ihore wus but oe face, one voice, one suiol, lu the wlol
vast univorse.a, They watcmcd the bouse in vain, but jin3t
whcn Frsnc wa bctbinkiug hi:n of going into the etrangera'
common recru within tho noble building tae gt refreelimente
for bimef and .foseph, as woll an e oa8sure )imeîf thal ail
wus well with the one lie loved, a cautions fotstep l>roke the
silence, a,3 Le @tond thinking deely, iii tie alimnat iwiliglit,
Ienealh tLe shiadew ofthe early opring huds nn<1 tender
leavesl.

"lSe thon art corne at last !"Tho voico was oily aud toft,
yel tLe audioe upoi tLe spcakor's face was nialichotis aund erl
in epite of aIl. I wiil net say that thon art tee late-nf
thal 1 will ]cave thco te judgo for thyseif," and ho clmuckled
us ho gazcd into the hornely yet lioneat face et tho startlcd
Fran.

" Ha ! thon knoweat not of rny geod fortune then, fricnd,"
hoe wcua on, as îLe other made i ne rcply. "lThen knowcst
net as yet ; but thon m ill k now in lime. "H la 1 bia!l aud
thçn lie turncd upon his lied aud went away, with a 2aution,
cowardly feotetep, as Le Liad corne.

Hie woris, vague as ihey wore, filled Frinz- witli alarm
H-e did net care sormebew te go te, tLe bote] Limecît for rc*
treebments, se giving Joseph a coin or twe, le bado Lim go
and bring back sueh thinga as tLey ncoded, well knowing
tbat tLe boy would ho treatcd fairly, 'because of the enaiter
thoy two, wit± their simple nielodies, Ladl holped te
brimîg te Ithe place during tLe animear menthe of the past
year. Iu the grove was a sort of zhed or Lut, and thuther
Franz wetit te avait tbe boy's roturn. Be il knowu that ho
aud Joseph had sipout the greator part et tbese surmner nights
duriug the proviens year henealli ibis ebelter, se that the
boy Weil knew where te find bia uncle, whon ho shenld cerne
hack. lu bygone dayit, iu fact, momelime dnring the Thirty
*Years' War, a welI Lad been sunk close by this spot whereen
the but was built-only a dead well, remernber, jumt eue ini
wbich were stered away soute et the couvent valuabits ili
pence ehould returu, aud tbe nuns once more take up thoir
ahode lu the convent as et old. Franz knew ef tbis woil;
but te hitru, as te meet people, il was rnorely a relic et thepu
tmulte, ootbing more ; uow, however, au ho sat penderiug,
Lis face tnrned in that direction, hie attention vas; taken by aè
strong cord fastoned te a iree noar, wbule the other end
dropped over jute the dead Weil. Just thon, however, littho
Josephi .-eturnod with browu bread1, cheese, and wiue, aud
aies ! some newes aise, which il were well i had forgolten te
teu. Oneof ethe waiters wbo Lad heard iheir music inthe grove
Lad teld the boy, that il had been ail as wO.l if lhey Lad net
cerne back te tLe isiand ai ail. Marie wau false 's Marie
wus 8eon te wed with Jakeb the boatman, becauce h. had
meney sud a bouse et bis owu, whereas Frauz pomiessed
neither. TLey said naught et ber father's doalli, of a widowed
mother aud an lnvalid brother, whorn the girl deeiued il her
duty te prendse for-uelhing, tae, of tbe persuasions efthe
keeper of the botel, and, in fact, ef everybody esc, which
wrougbt se upen ber ihat ah. wai resolvod at lest te, accept
Jakoh sud bis gold, in the stad, efthe truer gold et a leving
bean. Franc listened te the sud, drnuking large draughts et
the wine the whie; thon tomsing auothor coin te tbe boy, ho
bade hirn fetebyet another bottle of th. liquor, an~d thon ho hlm.
self sat on. aione, bis, tacs looklng white and desdly with rage,
in tLe new dcepeniug twilight A alight chinklng ieund
atiracted his notice, agai nà &u gain il came, and as it aouuded
iu the direction efthe old well, hoe arese sud steoped over te
discover the cause. Doep dowu ai the betteni abene a
twinklin li lit liko that et s tiny star in iLs darkness, and

onc a Sin e c ing souud wua heard. "lWio's there ?
-ud Le put Lis bauds te bis rnouth, forniing as à were a
mort et apeakiug trmpt. The noise ceased aI once, anmd a
veico tremulous sud weak witL fear replied, "I t'a enly me,
Jakoli Godrt-I'rn killing a nest, of %npers 14'l


