
ON SVOBSV>Iz3' 'IY

ON SOME SUPERSTITIONS.

B-e FuL.N SMITHI.IT is salul somewhero that Il man in a superatitious animal.
Cortainiy history reveais to us the strango, weird fancietj

which posses8od the minds of meni, and which were incorpo
rated in an unaccountablo mauner with their roiigiouu belief
and a carcful atudy wili exiiibit this romarkabio coincidenco,
that the auperatitione of ail nations are identicai with caci
other in most of their olements. The godsa nd goddesaes oi
pence, war, virtue, etc., etc., %viîich peopled the mythologica'
world of ancient Grecce, Eeypt, and the East are strangoI3
accordant with tho geiiii which entercd largely into tho fftbIc'
traditions of nmore nortlîern latitudes-for exanipîe, thc
Auglo.Saxon, Germianie, anti Scaudlinavian races. Thepriesti
oi Druidisin and of the varied forinti oaitgan and Fetisi
worship are responsible for the hugo' imupostures playcd upor
tho credulities of 311 ignorant age, but in this they wverr
moreiy taking advantage of 4 weaknese in humaan nature,
nameiy, the love of the fantastic andi the mysterions. WhilE
supcrstitious awe pervaded the religioni and wor8hip of the
ancients, it extended it4 potent influence in alimott everyv
detail of soeial 111e, ami oîuvttt% good or evii -%ere opined front
the veriest trivi.îiities of ditily occurrence. The spiliiug cf
8ait, the influence of the evii eye, the horse-sboe 0o1 the
stabie-door, ami inaîîy otlîr charins and auguries %vitli which,
wu are ail fainitiar, wcLro- luoked upon ',ith suspicin% dread or
leaant 8urpiise, according as they boded gondi or Mi. hmno-

rance leant a too ready aid for tine receptive beliefof i sper.
stition, anti it wvotld bet-lu we itavv still tu lainenot the preva-
lence of tiis ;îbsuil senitimuent, based, as it is, uloît !Ihe
iliogical. lit tiiosu days of eniightenment iii tho Il inarel of
intellect," the iniauyv have prgose, whilo thrre lire s4till
nome iewy renîaiig erlacing t,. the fornsiiarzi.q and the
boudaf of formoer tintie>. And what is inost t-i ho deplired is,
iii too înany instances, these belief partake of the religions
eleiîient. heIi history of titis prescrit tinte contes to be
written, it wili ho Fein liov far superstition lias uperated
upoîs the inmd iii 'tutrtoi farin of reIîîiitsims hi-
notable deteriorating iiîttieiie..- ttî the Rýornisi li"î''tî s
sen in niffhao1 y Ircland, the unaalied, inbinuzxting Roina.
ni1>.ing t.îîiliees of lx'ituiîsm iingad anti t lie strangelv
poliic:l aîspects, slio%çing, thceniscîves in Setatt resil
torianl ivotsAip.

'theme it', hitoever, another cloutent of sueriîîi.nwiei
is ta ho fouri in varions pîhatses in titese isiautîl. WVe canuîît
nion' refer particuiarly tosa of tht'ý fris orioni er
stitionis bel ef to ho mc-t Nith iii imuost; every N1.u ans~ :îd
hiaînlet, bu..l lu Scotlzind, -%ihîclb i:ys ialin to its t1ille-

hoomltr-aditios z:5 îre-cultuelt aiodthe'lttoîs
natins, Nve tifid extraotritl:ltrv no mi, vhîlch have I)ienitîlt'
80 inditlil'ly iiojir<e>'ot1 i thse no'ids of boule as to i coder.
thent quite invîinersîble t,> ail at.t:tcls of r.asoniile irgtimciit
and itrua V)i. 'e fa equtiy liear grown-tip) pi ople say

ilote a'tercti t lie tics s'. v front th-se iii svhic vewre
broilglt up." Thoni comic: a lotig narration oi iîow they vei'e
coutpeiletl at sk-imooi to learu whoie citapterï of tue Bible by
hleart, anti 1-eptaz-t titese oit 8tat'-d occasionms, an'l t>) comint
te niemiory tihi queisîons andi amîswers il% the Catchlisrm coin-
pileul iy the Weistmiistcr .Assezztbly, the, C:onfession oi Fait>,
and si) oit ;ndl the oanitstnvtes WiLli Which they imnîtress upoît
one the iact of ltamui-, sucomnql~- thte ftet at sortie far-off
Period lia-18 ls te suPIp(-v, axîtl u1tit 1-oel reis-oit, tîtat fitir
lhope of s:,ivation anti faitit are actualiy Pimîued t> titis act oi
servil.e. Their acqnîsiticit of Scîîptutte knowledge is evi-
dcîitly by rote, as its teaciioga: arc net l'y atty tnt-ails reiiected
iu their life anti c(us-irsatioiî. Of1 wit avail ie it tii ho able
te 'lun off," as we -wotildl untivd su îîîaîy yards froto a
bale of cloth, aiy one <>f the Gos4pels front beginning to end,
or so mny cf the I>saîns of Davîi, if ouir comîduet uloos itot
accord %with the lessonsi c.ntsîitîeî titerejit *!Vlîv, it is aîîly
the ",vain repýetitions '~of sshici the Apestle Ï)ani .- rites,
and tite Iltradios of tftiters,"ý to whlti onir Lord Him-
self referred. W'liile 'tot 'i ])sîpbt tise rather en-c-onraging, thse beitelits ta be derived frem a conistant iserusal,
and the contnitting te ineznery of passages of lioly Writ, weé
wvould wvara the tenudcîîcy to err oit tue other 2ide of believing
titis act as "'a service îl-lesigte Ged."'

1)r. 11.a11 gives it as bis op~inion. thazt it 1is far more imoportanit
to care for couverts, titan to teah-e it the sole aim of Ciureh
activity ta convcrt sinnere.

THE PRESENCE 0F THE LORD.

DI, 11V. lDit. Til.IAUL:.

wnlEN a cioud of mercybreaks over acity, andihundreds

kncwvledge tho capecial presence af Ced, must ho a stup.
ingrate. But there are places where there neods a delicat>
watching oi symptomes iii order te discover tIse gracions
working. Thore are two or threo unfaiuing tests.
lWhen Cad is unsuaily present, it ia inanifeuît iii tue praying
circles. Tue dulleat thîîng on cartit is a dull prayer-meeting,
-lonîg prayers, long exhortations, long chaptors, long hymne.,
1 notice thtat mn arc protracted in titoir psraycrs just in pro.
portions a.s tieir hocarts are coid, an'1 titey have realiy itothiug
ta say. Wiiat cur public prayers mest neeti is te ho eut oil1
at hoth, onds, aid Bet on lire ini tise îniddle W'hcî thse ctuîrch
is ail fuil cf coiducess, three pra3ors wili taite tup tho %whoie
meetiîîg ; hut wien tise Spirit ci God înightiiy appears, b-ou
can have ituen prayers anti fifteen exhtortmations in anhaur anid
a liaif, aîîd net he crowded.

Whîen God's Spirit la îitisuaiiy present, it inseacc in lthe
Sabhatiî cngregatiomts. There niay ho no arger audience; but
lucre in a t, nderniess ai feeling ail Ibrougl the itonse. It te
as ninci as to say, I arn hercaved ; give me soute coittivrt.
I aîi awviuily teinjteui ; hielp ilie onit." Alid the itiiister (if
Chrisàt, insteati of addressing the pcoie ini a pierfutictt ry wa\ 1
aîtd tîîlktng itcause lie is expeuted te talk, -peak-s as al brî,tier
afidressüs a broîtter ii sene tite of perd antd allait ly. Oit,
Nvitat al ses-te !-al coigtlregationi'r'ti- over hy tue Spirit.
Ileîiteits -eio'bstcksliiers bowiig thte hcad, imn)lojritg
reovei-y ; itoarcis liaste svith cînoticî ;île silentce, brokei
0111y by sigit anti sol>, ansd oîîtery of anjxiet3, Vlie Spirit
caiiing lthe tievil tcirpltîeg ;Christ inviting ; Sinai beating
ivitît ail its sintîcs -, Caliîry îtrrlaiiistg its love -nîmeelsq oi
liglit contenitdng ir the soumis; reditiptieuî ; spirits of dazL-ktitss
fightiitg, for its ovtithrow.

Do yen vait for an oîitponring of the H-oly Ciost ? W'eui
yen lilie te Iiave a great itmltitumdc pressing into the kitmi'gtliti
%Wmid you ik tt hear thse soog of inaîiy tiioîiands of de-
livered captit-es ' Yen inay. Therc is iîcati enougi for thse
fainishiet, anîd lîcaven lias diîsdemtts eneuigh ta croies' ail tbe
pecopie as lthe semis ani tue daug'iîters of tue Lord Alinighîty!

lf yen sec any eticouraging symptinis, ronse yt)nrselvcs t>
thie settlitg (if cd gritdces, Wid tue extirpation of ail aiti-
nîî'si;ties. Tiscre are, of course, at tîntes, auaoiiiîi
bol st:i* ludeltc-udeiit natures attest c-rtaiîiiy suîli ]lavet a >ltf-
fureace of opioins alietit difféemt tltiig5 , buit titere shitilii 1:(.
in. te h ',use ai the Lor-d uto reoni for figiiting Cliristians. Spit.
fite saimits s'rA ait ime'ntîuf-. i twvo tîropa of tiiw, bort
(if tIs> saine elotîd, assault cach etiter irons the' giasti-biades ;
%w ite. htlefowis ed oit tite saine soil, and kisseod of the

suitle stui it, 1 ( svattred oi the saime ahanoer, tbirtîst at eucht
other ,vith v- nîinî and huat,-, thon caipeople ai Ced, li, oz
tite saine Spdirit, ami oii the svay tii thse saine lieaven, imîtislge
tin fe-nd, antd apncdt silqib O. li, if thiere ho a itait
%witl. seioii yeni have tint altaken haîtlB for a long tiîîîî,
beeause yen do not lite hint, gis-e hiteiii or rigblt h.intl to-tIa>-.
Yen say ho is iii thse fatîlt. l>crhaps lie is, but I know s-t-my
certainly yi arc in the fanit, or yen %teult liai-o loit" zt"e
forgiven Iiiîn. Bury ail 3your aniiino.sitie8 tundrneati the
crues of the Soit of Cod, w-uc dicti foi yeni. Il Behold hici
geoil and licw pleasant it is for hrethres te dw(el îogc-her in
unit ' 1"

Stili frirtiier, rouse ni> to tise wvork oi visitation aîîd exhtorta.
tien. Wheiî yen have your lîeart ful of thse love of Goul,
aitî yen ge and tait- about Cliriet's salvation te a man, hoe
will listen. Tue reascîx w-e se oftea mfil is becanse aur oitS-i
itearîs are net n ,;ht. Go froin bouse te lieuse, andl centniend
Christ to the people, uol.- euly svith lieas-t on fice, buit sîili
conîmon senbe and tact. I steed hesido a man w-li %vas vcî-y
warldly, talking te him, an sucular sebjeets, w-lien a very gond
tian camne Up te hlmi and salul--

IlJohn, svhat is thse first stop ai wisdon ?"
And John answered, "Every mian ta unind his owa

business."
It w-as a rougIs answor, but ho had been roughly accested.

If yen camle with common-sense, and tact, and Christian
stratagein ta a mian, and express te hlm yomur intere.9t in bis
imnortal soul, ho w-ii ntua only listen, but thank you right
hcartily.


