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and they had only intended to av1il themeelven, as conscientious mea, of
the liberty for which they had protesied—ot tesufying, as they saw cause,
against the public evils which prevailed. But the suminons was duly
obeyed, for the brethren wese unwilling to omit any apportunity of ob-
toining satisfaction themselves, orof affording it to others.

When they appeared befote the Assembly, no question was put to
them. A Comntittee was appointed, with which they were directed 1o
retire.  After eome conversation, in which the protesiing brethren stated
their reasons for the resolution they had taken, the Commirtee made up
their report—=which was, * that the four brethren continued fully resolved
1o adhere to their paper and protest

On teceiving this report, the Asscinbly, without hiearing the grounds on
which it was founded, and without tven permitting the brethren to utter
a ayllable in their own defence, or in explanation of the views and pur.
poses they had formed, required them to withdraw and await their judg-
ment.  Every onc must perceive that such conduet was considtent ueither
with justice nor with christian feeling, but was in the highest degree ar-
bitrary snd, tyrannical,

An overture on the whole affair, which had been prepared hy a Com-
mittee appointed on the preceding day, was now read, considered, and
passed into an Actand sentence against these four brethren.

The language of this d all things idered, especially that
characters so distinguished for leaming, piety, and influence, as Mr.
Erskine and his brethren, were the objects against whom it militated, is
almost of unparalleled severity. It is as foliows *—

« The General Assembly ordains that the four brethren aforeaaid, ap-
pear before the Commission in August next, and then show their sorrow
fot their conduct and behaviour in offering to protest, and in giving in (o
this Assembly the paper by them subscribed, and that they then retract the
saame.  And in case they do not appear before the said Commission in Au.
gust, and then show their sorrow, and retract, as said is, the Commission
is hereby empowered and appointed to suspend the said brethren, ar such
of them as shall not obey, from the exercise of their ninistey.  And fur-
ther, in case the saul brethren shall be suspended by the said Commission,
and that they shall act conlrary 1o the said sentence of suspention, the
[ ission is hereby emy d and appointed, at their meeting in No-
vember, or any aubvequent meeting, 1o procecd to & higher censure against
the aaid four brethren, or such of them as shall continue to offend, by
transgressing this Act. And the Geaeral Assembly do appoint the sev.
eral Presbyteries, of which the aaid brethren are members, to report to
the Commission 1n August, and subsequent meetings of it, their conduct
and behaviour with respect to this Act”

It appears from 1his d; d that the C
were invested with unlimited powers, and left to follow up this process to
the veey last extremity.

But the four beethren, who had been all along actuated by enlightened
tectitude, were not to bo inumidated into implicit submission, or a dere-
liction of duty, by such overbearing procedure, for soon afier this centence
was enacted, (hey offered to read the followi and declarati
which they had prepared as their joint speech 1=

* In regard the veaerable As:embly have come to a posive sentence,
without hearing our defeces, and have appointed their Commission to
execute their seatence in Auguat, in case we do not retract what we have
done: We cannot but plain of this P , and declare
that we age not at hiberty to take this affiir to an avisandum.” (** That
is,to take a 1 wuh the A s under consid;
tion, as to what they were theseby ordained to do.”) (Gib's Display )
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preseniing a sketch of their characters, and to shew that for learning, pie-
ty, and nunistenial eehigions dignity, usefulness, and fidelity, they had few
cqals.  Let it suflice, in the mean time, to say, that they were an honor
to the Court by which they were abused—they were among its best
friends, "Their only erime way, that they were true to the sound ptincie
grles of their Church, and fasthfal to that Savioar to whom they had vow-
ed ohedience.

*Thia Assembly,” says an emincnt historian, *¢ which was the same
day digsolved with the uwal forms, soll stands distingaishied for having,
by rash and violent sirctches of power, wflicted a wound upon the
Church of Scoland, which no succeeding Assembly lias had the wisdomn
or the will to herl—a wanad which kaughty Churchinen have ofien af-
fected to treat as wmagmficant, but whech has been deepening and widen-
mg ever since—and a wound, the final iseue of which, the most profound
mmd even yet dare scarecly venture to predict, though the probability is,
that it will seduce her to the alternative, if she has an alternative left, of
adopting plain and lione«t reform, or submitting to direct and remediless
winS  (Struthers’ Histary of Scotland.)

On the prosccution of this cause by the Assembly's Commission, we
shall not enter at present, It walf form 1he subject of a fature communi-
cation,
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APOSTOLIC FATHERS.

Iff. Potveare, Polycarp was a dixciple of the apostle John, and was
ordained by hun bishop, or minister of Smyrna, a city in lesser Asia. It
18 generally thought that the Saviour addresses him in Revelation, as the
angel of the church of Smyena ; and this opinion is rendered exceedingly
probable by the fact,that Polycarp is kaown, on the best authority, to
have exercised his miistey in this city o few yenrs afierwards,  Irencus,
bishop of Lyons, a disciple of Polycarp's, informs ns, that his venerable
instructor gave an account of the nuracles which Christ had wrought, and
the doctrines he had tanght, as he had received them from those who
had themselves seen the Word of Infe, and that his acconnt ogreed in
every thing with the Sacred Seripturcs, This distinguished writer also
supplies us, an the sante ity, with sonte interesting dotes of the
nposile John, which are not cltewhete recorded. Thus, when the
apostle went one day to the bath at Ephesus, and when he saw Cerin-
thus, the enemy of the truth, within, lie leaped out of the bath unwashed,
saying, that he was afraid the bath would fall when Cerinthus was there.
Polyearp himsell manfested the same spirit; for meeting one day
Mareion, the hereuc, who said, * Dost thou own me1" he said, 1
acknowledge thee to be the first begotten of Satan” This language
may be thought harsh in an age where indifference passes for rational
religion, and enthusiasm is styled self-sufficieat bigotry ; but itis language
exactly similar to that employed by John himself: « If there come any
unto you, and loving not this doctrine "—the doctrine of Christ’s divine
and human natures—* receive him not into your house, neither bid him
Gad speed.”  Polycarp aleo told hiz disciple Trencus a remarkable ance~
dote of the apostle John—one of the finest that christian antiquity presents.
When the aposile was 80 old and infiem that he could not preach, he
was carried iuto the church by young men, when hic always said, # Little
children love one another.” When asked why he always sud the same
thing, he replied, *“ Tlns is the commandment of the Lord, and enough
18 done if this 13 done ;* thus affording an admirabl 'y on the
Saviour’s words: “ A new commandment give I unto you, that ye love
one another.”

We know nothing of Polycarp's country, descent, time and place of
birth.  One of the best authenticated incidents in his life is the account
of 2 mision to Rome, about the year 153, to settle the controversy
respecting the paschal festival. This festival was kept by the Asiatic
churches on the 1th day of the first month, aud on the third day from
that date they kept the festival of the resurrection, whether it was 2 Sab-
bath day or not.  The western churches, on the contrary, always kept
the anniversary of the resurreotion on a Sabbath, and on the day before
they observed the paschal feast. The eastera churches pled the quthority
of John and Phillip; while the wesxcm'shurohes asserted that Peter an
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The Assembly, however, instead of affording a paticnt and ful
heariog 10 these of truth and righ who
swere the pillars and the ornaments of their Chorch, were exasperated in
the higheat degree ; and, forgeiful atike of jusnce and decorumn, degraded
themselves by 1ssuing orders to their officer 10 take them 10 the door.—
Put “the wrath of m=n worketh not the righteousness of God.”

On the whole, we apprehead that all who impartially estimate this un-
dignified and domineering conduct of the General Assembly, will regret
that gt should have occarred 1a a Court of Christ. Persons unacquainted
with facts, will be quite unablo to conjecture what manner of men they
wee who were thus treated. We may afierwards have opportunity (f

Paul had d their cust ient proof of the
ness of tradition, even in an age bordering on the apostolic-in matters of
faith and pracuce.  As might have been expected, Polycarp completely
failed to convince Anicetus, bishop of Rome, that his practice was erro-
neous; but instead of anathematising each other, as a pledge of their
unity and wiutual love, they observed the Lord's Supper together;-and
througls Polycarp's instrumentahiy many of the Gnosues were restored
to the fellowslup of the church,

Polycarp suffered martyrdom under the Roman Emperor Marcas
Marelius; aad the aceount of his death is contained in 2 circalar letter, -
written by his disciple Irenccus, in the name of the church of Smyrna.
He was persuaded by tis friends to retire to a distant villa, till the stor
of persecution had spent its fury, as Christians did not then deliver them-
selves up ta their enemics from o fafse desire for the honour of martyr-
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