capitalists and exploiters and poor corrapt
officia's, robbers of the Russian people.

‘'We pray your Majesty graciously to re-
ceive onr demands, which are inspired by
& desire for your Majesty's and our welfare
and the ¢ i ot the ity of
escape from an intolerable situation. Rus-
#ia is too great and her needs are too var-
ied and numerous for officials only to rule.
National representation is indispensable,
as only the people themselves know the
country’s real needs,

‘‘Refu<e nott hy aid, but order a con-
vocation of representatives of all classes,
including workmen. Let all be free and
«qual in the elections, and to this end per-
mit the election of a constituent assembly
and general secret ballot. That is our chief
demand, in which ail else centers. It is
the sole balw for onr wounds, which will
otherwise sneedily bring us death.

‘*A single measare, however, will not
heal all onr wounds. Therefore we ac-
quaint yon frankly aud openly on behalf of
the whole of the Russinn  working classes,
as to a father, with onr further demands.

““There, sire, are our principal needs,
satisfaction whereof can free Russia from
slavery and misery, make her prosperous,
and e able workmen to organize in defenca
of their interests agninst the capitalist ex-
ploitation and official robbery which are
stifling the people.  Order and swear tuey
shall be sauisfied . and yon will make Rus-
sin happy and glirions and inscribe your
nawme forever in the Lorps of onr peopls
and their posterity, while should yon re
pulse and reject our prayer we will die
in“this square bhefore your palace We
have nowhere ¢le to go

“Only two paths are open to us: either
towards Liverty and happiness «r to the
grave.  Should our lives sevve as a holo
caust for suffering Rossia we shall not re
gred the sacrifice, but shall bear it willi g
Iy

It takes no spirit of prophecy to seo
that the obl order of things in Ruassia
draws to its merited end,  Last Sumdav's
ma-sacre “is probably  the prelude 1o a

cataclysm such as the world has bebeld
since the five terrible years that followed

the meeting. in[1789, of the states-general

at Ver:ailles
The Neve Freie Pres«e (Vienna) is be-

lieved to speak with authority becanse it
has peculiarly competent representatives in
St. Petersburg, while its comment upon
the information thussapp'i-d is based upon
much first-hand study of Rnssian institu-
tio 5. The conclusion of this journal is
that Kuossia has entered a phase quite nn
precedented in the Mrscovite world, and
that the contstitational resnlts of the zem-
stvo congress will be sweeping. To quote:
**The fact that this zemstvo congress
conld assemble in St Petersbmrg, to dis-
enss 8 fundamental modification and re-
form of the whole nature of the Govern-
ment is avowed hostility to the anticratic
system and its burenncracy--this fuct and
this alene is a thing hitherto nuheard of
in Russia. It signifies in itself a mighty
transformation, even thoagh it be bat the
fust timid manifestution of a fature deci
sive alteration in the historic aspect of
Russia. It is liev « bud that ventures to
show itself in the spring weather, a bud
full of promising growth beneath a stre'ch
of gky whére as yet never u sign of spring
such as this was 10 be seen.  Whereas else-
where constitutionalism  wainfests itself
throngh savage parlinmentary struoggles
and the parliamentary system itself lends
itself to its own disparagement throngh
forbidding aspects, there appears in Rns-
#in—actually in Rusisa —the presmyge of a
change in the ditection of a constitation
and the pmlinmentary system A threaten
ing storin £ war tempts it e tiblyforth
trow the deptvs of the popular soul into
the light —so irresistibly that the antoera
tic Czar and the all po'ent bareancracy wrs

no longer able to rid themselves of it foliy
They endnre the zemstve congress which
otherwise, by a <ingle word of authority,
miht have been swept ont of the winfer
plave like so wach chaff. They tolera's
the assembluga of provincial representa

tives from 1l parts of the vast empive for
the discus<ion of the need of the intro
duction of # constitational system into
Ruossia.  They endnre, in a word, what
formerly hus sppeared to the ancoeracy,
like the feavial specter of revoiution

The great bistorical process has begon, It




