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%and each year. This speaks well, nlot only for the morality and
industry of the inhabitants, but also for the resources of the
country. The mortality, however, appears slightly on the increate,
and presents an average considerably above the mortality of the
whole province in 1851. This average is not essential!y disturbed
by the choiera year. It is probable that the extra niortality of
the rural districts of Lower above 'Uppýcr Canada, is due not eo
ranch to the severity of the cliniate (which iu Ottawa city closely
resembles that of a large part of the M~ontreal District) as to the
close stoving and intensely dry and hieated roonis; a habit which,
would doubtless carry off a nîuch larger nuruber cf i'ictixns, were
it not for the extreme purity of the surrounclingY atniosphere.

The point, however of xnost vital importance, for it affects the
lives of thousands, and the hcalth of niyriads, is the excessive mer-
talUty of Montrecd. Not only did'it present in 1851 a ratio of
death greater thau that of a-ny city in Canada or New England;
amounting to 8 per 1,000 over Boston, with its immense and
o-.owded Irish population; 9 per 1,000 over Quebec,)with its bleak
climate, narrow streets and rock-bound courts; 20 per 1,000 over
the five cities of the Wést, and the sarne over the country district,
six times as populous, in the midst of which it raÎses its beautiful
domes and spires; not only so, but its mortcdity lias been increasin,;-
and on the average of 7 years, even leaving out the terrible 1854,
it presents a catalogue of deaths greater than that of Liverpool (the,
most unhcalthy and over-crowded cf English cities), in its niost-
unhealthy epoch, bcfore the days of sanitary rcform; wheu 39,460'
of its inhabitants lived in 7,892 cellars; w'hen 55,534 fought against
death in 1,982 cour(s, cntaining 10,692 houses, built back .to-
baek, oue third of them closed at bot/i ends, and at best- provided-
with only a surface drainage, 'which niit ho callod a fever-beda
cndensed.*

*At that timo the collars were generally, from. 10 to la feet square,,
sometimes less than 6 feet high; ofton with only bare earth for a floor;
frequently with no window, and the celling on a level with the street.
Generally there was ne other drainage than a cess-pool under a board;
which had te ho ladled out-, somotinies a cees-pool ofputrid Matter was
allewed te incubate its fevers under a sleeping bed. Sometimes a balck-
cellar was used as a sleeping roora, with no light or air but what could-
enter through theý front. Raohhouse above -contained two or more fa-
=s118, ainong which one womaný complained that thoy were Ilrather
crowded, since*the people iii the neit corner teck lodgers."l The popu-
iition wau huddled-together to-an extènt-nearly-three ltiet t1heiàariWmW
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