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Canadian RAutural History.

'ﬁ-e Belted Kingfisher.

(Ceryle Aleyon )

Tar Kingfishier family of birds i3 a Jarge and inter-
esting one. Members of it are found inalt parts of
tbe world, They are all remarkable for the length
of their bills, and the comparative ghortness of their
bodies. As may be inferred from tho name by which
they are popularly known, they feed
chiefly on fish, which they capture
most _adroitly, darting down tipon
the surface of the water, and scizing
with extraordinary celerity any in-
cautious member of the finpy fribes
that may bo disporting itself within
reach of the quick ege, and long beak
of the expert featbered fisherman.

All tho American species of the
Kingfisher groupbelong to the genus
Ceryle.  One of them, the Belted
Kingfisher forms the subject of the
accompapying Hlustration, and may
bo taken a3 a representative of the
American branch of the family. This
bird is found in most partsaf the
North American continent, from
Hudson's Bay to Mexico. Itisin
the habit of migrating northward or
sonthward, according to the scason
of the year, and the state of the
temperature.  According to Wilson,
~ mill-dams are penredieaily visited
by the feathered ficher, and the
sound of hix pipe i~ as well known
to the miller as the sound of his
own hopper.”

The Rev. J. G, Wood says ot this
bird in his “Natnral Historg,  **the
sight of the Belted Kingfisher 13
singularly keen, and even wlen
passing with its meteordise flight
over the country, it wilt wulidenly
check itself in mid career, hoser-
tug over the spot fur a short time,
watching the finny inhabitants of
the brook as they swim to and fro,
and then with a curious piral hind
of a plunge will dart into the water,
driving up tbe spray in every di-
rection, and after a brief struggle will ewerge
with o small fish in i's month. which it bears to
some convenient resting-place, and after battering

it« prey with a fow hearty thumps amie * s'umpl

ot a .tone, swallows it, and returos for aunother
vietime Waterfally, rapids, or “lashors’ use the fa-
voured haunts of the Belted Kingfisher, whase pier-
cing ere iz aole fo discorn the prey even through the
turmoil of dirty water, and whose unerrving aim fails
not to seize and geertre the unsuspecting victimg, in
spite of their active finy and «lippery seale-covered
bodies.”

Rapid screatns,  says Wilson,  with bigh perpen-

Jie nlar banka. particularly if thes be of n hard, clayey,

or sandy mixture, are also the favourite places of
resort for this bird, not ouly because in such places
the small fish are more exposed to view, but beeanse

Ocr. 15,

thos st e p anl dre banks are the chosen situation of
bis nest

** Tn these bankadbe Belted Kingfisber digs a tuanel,
which often extends to the length of four or five feet.
cmploying bth beak and claws in tho work., The
nestisof a very simple nature, being composed of n
{ few small twigs and feathers, on which are laid the
four o¢ five pure white eggs. The birds seem to by
much attuched to their Lomes, and the same pait
will frequent the same hole for many successive
' Fears, and rear many broods within the same binbita,
tion. The extremity of tho burrow
where the eggs aro placed is alwayse
rataer lasger than the tunnel itseds,
and js expanded into a globular
chamber for the purpose of afford-
fug a suficieney of space for the
parenis and their young. It is said
that when a supposed cnemy ap-
proaches the nest, the parent bird:
emplog various arlifices o draw
Li3 attention away from the sacred
apot, and by fluttering abont as it
wonnded or disabled, will often suc-
eeeld in their endeavours. When
the young ave hatched, tho parents
are remarkably attentive to them,
as might be supposed from the reck-
less manner in which they cxpose
themselves to danger for the sake of
their offspring.

“The colouring of this spirited
litile bird is rather complicated and
uot very casy of description. The
head js furnished with a crest of
long pointed feathers, which can be
raissd ar depressed at will, and the
whole upper surface of the hody is
light-blue, marked with a great num-
ber of narrow dark streaks caused
by the black-blue shaft of each fea-
ther. The wings are blackish-brown,
bound with white upon (he priwa-
ries, qad diversified with blue npon
the exterior web of the secondaries.
The sides are covered with blue
mobtlings. a Felt of the same bright
hue crosses the chest, and a broad
white hand encireles the neck, throat
and chin. The tail i« black-brown
barred with white, with the excep-
tion of the two central feathers, which
are blue.  Tho length of this bird is about one foot.”
The voice of the Belted Kingfisher is loud, dissonant,
and startling. like the sound of a watchman's rattle.

Entomology.

Usefulne:;é of Toads,

AT a recent meeting of the N, Y. Farmers™ Club,—
Dr. J. V. C. Stz read 2 most interesting and valua-
ble paper for farmers, if they witl heed its precepts,
about the usefulness of toads, and an urgent plea for
protection.  Ile made a DLeautifal allusion to an
tlustration of the designs of Providence, in forming
the complete chain of animals, all of which have their
purposcs and usefulness. It js idle to talk abont
useless animals. AU are useful, and many we de-
spise, are necessary to man. Even the common
house fiies should be ranked among the best friends
of man, -All dead and decayed matter, which ismost
ibundant in the hottest weather, is detrimentai to
tumau health and life. Swarms of flies rapidly con-
vert this matter into living, healthy substance, and
thas purify ¢he atmosphere, aad make our dwellings
nabitable. These ever busy workers are actnally
e4-ential, particulariv m 1 dirsieat portions of cities.
Lhey destroy immense s ntitieg of pestilencs hreed

ing impuritics. Their busy motions periain to life.
With death come foul odurs, which flies consume
and convert to life and motion. They are under-
estimated, and so are all reptiles.

The despised toad is one of onr most usefnl dumes-
tic animals one of the farmer’sand gardener’s hest
friends. We should all learn lessons of wuseful
instrnctions of the toad, and teach our children and
servants never to injure them.  They delight in well
cultivated gronnds, and live long in the same locality,
occupying the same nests for many years. Theic
natural food is bugs and flics, which are injurious to
the garden. They ealeh their prey with wonderful
facility, by the power they have of shooting ont their
tongues, to the length of six or cight inches, striking
with lightaing quichness whatever comes within the
focus of their two promincnt eyes. If one eyeis
destroyed, they lose the power of striking their prey.
The tongue is covered with a glatinous substance,
which holds every insect it strikes.

Night i3 tho toad’s lime to wurk. We baveaccounts
of monster toads in Surinam, with moaths like a hog.
All toads and frogs are in-ect eaters, and tho num-
hera thee dastrav ean hardly ho over-pstimaied.

A

They seem to have been predestined for the great
work of destroying Ings and insects generally, and
as the natural habitation of toads i3 with man in bis
cultivated grounds, they are there Lis most useful
co-workers. Ir nol already in the garden, man
shonld collect and carry them there. A fow toads in
a vine pateh soon rids it of its worst cnemies, the
hugs. The yonng of frogs, while in the tadpolo age.
hreathe by gilla, under water.  After they lose their
tails, and becomo perfect frogs, they are air-breath-
ing animals, and not amphibious. 1f they dive, if is
only suspended inspiration. They must come to the
surface to breathe. In spite of all Shakspeare has
sald {o sustain tho prejudice against toads, they are
not poisonous or hateful. Our antipathy all comes
from faulty education. We should teacl: our children
not to hate, but {o protect toads.”

The paper of Dr. Smith, of which the above is only
a Dbriel' skelch, was listened to with that kind oi
attention that proves its lessons were received with
satisfaction, and several members related anecdotes
and commendations of the toad. Prof. Nash
recommended making toad houses in the garden, by
Flncmg four bricks together, and covering 8o as to
orm little caves. Solon Robinson related an anea-
doto of one that the children learned to re
“ father's old toad.>”




