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POETRY,

From the Episcopal Recorder,

THE DRUNKARD'S

The li;_:hlning flash’d, the thunder rrar'd,
The sky dark omens suve,

Whilst warring winds together pour'd
From every mountain-wave,

DEATH,.

“ Beware !" exclaimed Alonzo's bride,
Aud soft her accents were,

*'I'hou art not safe that fire beside
My love, there’s danger there.

Alenzo raised his dizzy head,
And with a frightful yell—

I fear it not,” the scoffer said,
<t Nor ull the fiends in hell,”?

That moment, like an angry gleam
Shot from Jehoval’s eye,

Swifter than thought, a fiery stream
Flash’d through the stormy sky.

With hoarse, terrific, jarring noise,
Leaping from hill to hill,

Quick burst the thunder’s deafening voice—
Aud all again was still.

At once capricious, wild and strong
Came rushing on the gale—

Then, like a spirit, loud and long
It #ave a dying wail.

‘The dark and stormy cloud swept o’er,
The sun in glory shone—
tutstretch’d along his cottage floor,
Alonzo lay like stone.

Poor mortal, who art mocking God,
With thoughtless, drunken jeers,

Stand trembling at his quiv'ring rod
And weep with bitter tears,

If but kis voice, or-eye, or breast
Can blast thee as a scroll,

Dash down at once the cup of death
And save thy dying soul.

MISCELLANEOUS.
From the Friend.

The following striking narrative, showing the im-
portance of a close attention to small impressions oo
t“e miud, is extracted from a recent work.

* At the memorable dinner at Mr. Andrew?’s,
which 1 have mentioned, his story naturally recalled
mary others of the same kind; und one voluble gen-
fi»man who had a greater range than accuracy of|
memory, ssserted thut Sir Evan Nepean, when under
secretary of state, hud been warned by a vi-jon to
«ave the lives of three or four persons, who, but for
fnis appearance, would all of them have been hanged
throngty Sir Evan’s neglect.

‘ You may well suppose we did not give much.cre-
dence to tiis; but knowing Sir Evan Nepean very
well, T informed him of what he was charged with,
und begged him to tell me what the ghost said. ¢ The

-4 .
gentieman,” said he, good humouredly, ¢ romances

rota little; but what he alludes to is the most ex-
iraordinary thing that ever happened to me.>

‘He went on to tell me that one night, several
vears befure, he lad the most unaccountable wake-
tulness that could be imagined. He was in perfect
Lealth; had dined esrly and moderately : had no care,
nothing to brood over, and was perfectly self-possess-

things; but a clear perception, and a resolute persua-

two in the morninz had never closed aneye, It was
summer, and twilight was far advanced; and to dis-
sipute the ennui of his wakefulness, ha resolved to
rise aud br athe the morning air in the Park, There
ie saw nothing bLut sleepy seutinels, whom he ra-
ther envied. Hu pacsed the home office several times,
and ut last, without any pattivular object, rsolved
to lot himse'f'in with his pres key. The book of en-
trirs of the dauy before lay open upon the table,
and in sheer hstlessness be begento read. The first
thing appalled bim, ¢ A repricve to be sent to York
far the coiners ordered for execution the next day.’
It struck him that he had no return to his order to
send the reprieve; and he searched the minutes, but
could not find it. In alarm he went to the house
of the chief clerk, who lived in Downing strect:
koocked him up (it was then lang past three,) and
avked him if he knew any thing of the reprieve be.
ing sent,  In greater alarm, the chief clerk could not
remember. ¢ You are scarcely awake,’ said Sirl
Evan; ¢ collect yourself; it must have been sent.’|

* The chief clerk said he did now racollect he had
sent it to the clerk of the crown whose business it
was to forward it to York.

* Good,” said Sir E, *but have you his receipt
and certificate-that it is gone?

] NO !’

¢ Then come with me to his house, we must find
him itis so early.” It was now four, and the clerk
of the crown lived in Chancery lane. There was
no hackney coach, and they almost ran. The clerk
of the crown had a country house, and meaning to
have a long holiday, he was at that moment step-
ping into his gig to go to his villa. Astonished at the
visit of the under secretary at such an hour, he war
still more so at his buciness, ]

¢ With an exclamation of horror, cried the clerk
of the crown, *The reprieve is locked up in my
desk.” It was brought, Sir Evan sentto the post-
office fur the trustiest and fleetest express, and the
reprieve reached Yotk the next morning, st the mo-
meut the unbappy people were ascending the .cart.’

FOWER OF THE HOLY BPIRIT TO OPEN THE MIND OF MAN.

Our rcason is shut up, and buried with.various ap-
petites, huinors, and passions, against Gospel-truths ;
nor can we admit them into our hearts, except God,
by bis Spirit, doset open pur mind, and work a free
passage for themiuto us. It is he who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, that must, as St.
Paul speaketh, ¢ iilustrate our hearts with the know-
ledge of these things.” An unction from the Holy
One, clearing our eyes, so!tening our hearts, healing

tales, buckbitings, slanders

to no other occu

our ¢istempered faculties, must, as St. John int’ormcth‘
us,teach and persuade us this sort oftruths. A hearty
belief of these seemingly incredible propositions|
must indeed be, as St. Paul calleth it, * the gift of,
God,” proceeding from that Spirit of faith whereof'the
same apostle speaketh: such faith iy not, as St. Basil
saith, engendered by geometrical necessities, but by
the effectual operations of the IHoly Ghost. 1t is true
some few sparks or flashes of this divine knowledge
may possibly be driven out by rational‘consideration,
Philosophy may yield some twilight glinuneringsthere-
of. Common reason may dictate a fsint consent,
and produce a cold tendency after scme of these

sion of mind; that full assurance of faith and inflexible
confession of hope, which the apnstle to the Hebrews
speaks of ; that full assurauce of understanding; that
abundant knowledge of the divine will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, with whichSt. Paul did
pray that his Colossians might be replenished; these
so perfect illustrations: of the mind, so powerfully
convictions of the heart, do argue immediate iofluences
from the fountain of life and wisdom, the Pivine
Spirit. No external instruction could iufuse, no in-
terior d'scourse could excite them, could penetrate
these opacitizs of ignorance, and dissipate these thick
mists of prejudice, wherein nature and custom do
invalve us; could o thoraughly awaken the lethargic
stupidity of our souls; .could supple the iefractory
stiffuess of our wills ; could mollify the strong hard-
ness of our hearts; could void our natural aversion
to such things, aud quell that carnal mind which St.
Paul says ¢ is enmity against God, for it is not sub-
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can he;” could

ed.  Stll be could not sleep,
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against the knowledge of God, snd demolish thoge
bulwarks of self-will and perverse stomach opposed
agwin-t the impressions of divine Caith, and captivate
every conceit and deceit of ours to the ohediency
of Christ and his di-ciplive, Well, therefore, did
St. Paul pray in bebalf of bis Ephesiane, that God
would bestow on  them the Spirit of windom and
revelation in the acknowledgment of himand that.thy
‘“eyes of their mind mizht be enlightened, 30 as g
know the hope of their calling;” that is to undersiand,
nd believethe doctrines of Christiavity,—Dr, liae,
Barrow.
3
IDLENESS, e

Roussean, in his Confession, says, ¢ Inmy -opinios’
idleness is no less the pest of society than of solitudey:
Nothing coutracts the mind, nothing engenders triﬂé,?z
and falsities, s0 much ae}
pposite each other, reduced,
¢ pations than the necessity of cons:
tinual chattering. ~ When every one is employed, théy:
speak only when they have something to say ? but'ifl

being shut up in a room o

you are doing nothing, you must absolutely talk-jg

cessantly, and this of all constraints, is the niosttrovl
blesome and the most dangerous, I dare go even fars|
ther, and maintain, that to render a circle truly agree’

able, every ane must be not only doing something. but
something that requires .a little atteution.” 2
N

DUTY OF MINISTERS, ¥

i

Thetrue watchman: The faithful shepherd should

. r:
By the living waters fead the tender, trultinghmba;\;,;

Mrs. Sigoumql%

A humble reliance on the merits of the Redqem’ef,{f%

and fervent:applications for the spiritual aid of the!
Comforter, are the doctrines to which the ministes

should never omit to point, as affording the only sure;

methods of salvation.—Smedley. i

It is the duty of ministers to prevent objections thets
may arise ia the minds of the' people, and' hinder :the"
due receptions of Gorpel.doctrines.—Gibbs. 4

THE CHRISTIAN KEEPSAKE ;.'

And Missioxary Axnuae for 1336, and 1837; -,
Doddridge’s FamilyExpositor; Doddridge's Rise- i
Progress of Religion in'the Soul ; Cooke’s General. and!
Historica) View of Christianity, 3 vols; Brown’s Life of’.
Hervey : Brown’s Essay on the Existence- ofa Supreme
Creator, 2 vols ; Bickersteth's Scripture Help; Bicker:!
steth on prayer ;/Bickersteth on the Lord’s Supjier;.
American Almansc, and Repository of Useful Knowlédii,;
for 1836, and 1837 ; New Brunswick Church Harmony 3}
Bibles and Common PrayerBooks varioussizes & bindings;y
Burkett on the New Testament, 2 vols; Stebbing’s Hiss;
tory of the Christisn Church, 2 vols ; Lardner’s (Rev.Nat;/
D. D.) Works, with s life by Dr.Kippis, 10 vols ; Muoﬁ
on sel{-Knowledge ; Murray’s Historical Account of Dll-,;‘
coveries and Travels in North America, including ths;;
United States, Canada, the Shores of the Polar Sea; and
the Voyages in search of a North West Passage, with Ob:!
servations on Emigration, illustrated by a Map of Northi
America, 2 vols, for TEN SsiLrings! the Republic of;
Letters, 4 vols ; Robertson’s Works complete in one volj;;
Gibbonge® Rome:in one vol ; Rollin’s Ancient History is:
one vol ; Saturday Magazine, in monthly- paris, parg;‘g'
1to ,orinvols. vols1t09; Scott’s Bible, 6 vols ; Trig-3
Tott Evangelists, interlinear; Valpy’s Greek Test:megt»};
with English notes, 3vols ; Walker’s Key to the Classisy
cal Pronunciation of Greek, Latin, and Scripture pro;_iq%
names. For sale by ti

Halifax, May 7th, 1836.
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