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SOMETIME.
BY MES. MAY RILEY SMITH.

Sometime, when all life’s lessons have been
learned, ‘ :
And sun and stars forevermore have set,
The things which our weak judgments here
have spurned,
The things o’er which we grieved with lashes
wet, A
‘Will flash before us, out of life’s dark night, !
Asgstars shine most™in deeper 'tints of blue,
And we shall see how all God’s plans_were
right,
And how what seemed reproof was love mott
true.

And we shall see how, while we frown and
Big hy g ) '. 3
God’s plans go on.as best for you and me; | .
How, when we called, he heeded not our cry |
Because his wisdém to the end could see.” *
And ¢'en as prudent pavents disallow . !
Too much of sweet to ctaving babyhood, | ¢
So God, perhapg; s keeping from us now
Life's sweetest things, becanse it seemeth
good. oA
And _if, “sometimes, commingled with lifels:
Windii" e IR0 § 2ROTS
‘We find the wormwood, and rebel and shrink,
Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine " |
Pours out - this pation: ford onr lips to drink..
And if some frleng we loverig lying low :

Where human kisses cannot reach his face; |

Oh, do not blamé the loving Fatherso; 77
But wear your sorrow. with obedient g'ra,gé"

And yow shall Zéhéz‘tly kmw that. ler;gthe‘gé&

breath . 2
Ts not the swestest (gift God:isends hﬂ
M 2 . R

fttend) o e oY il

And that, sometimes, the sable pall of death .|
Conceals the fairest boon his loyecan sénd.

If we could push ajar the gates of life, :
And stand within, and all God’s workings

gee; red i .

‘We counld interpret all this.doubt and strife,

And for each mystery could find'a key.’

But not to-day. Then be content, pooi' heart!
God’s plans, like lilied, pure and white un-
fold. .

‘We must not tear the close-shut leaves apart;
. Time will veveal the ealyxes of gold.

And if, throngh patient toil, we reach the

land :
Where tired | feet, ‘with sandals loose, may
rest,
When we sh ( ow
I think that we willsay,

all clearly kmow and understand,
““God knew the

best "’ .

—N. Y. Observer.

DORCAS FEARING'S EXPERTMENT.

“ Well, Joshua,; how did the boys act to-day P’
asked Mrs. Fearing, on her husband’s return
from Sabbath-school. e oo

The deacon polished his bald head with his
red bandanna, and sighed heavily.  Plainly
the lines had not fallen unto him  in pleasant

places!”
If they

»

“Act!  Don’t ask me, Dorcas.
were possessed by the father o' mischief the:
couldn’t torment a man more. Justlook here!”

Doreas * looked,” and threw up both hands
in astonishment. The back of her good man’s
best blue coat was ripped to the waist.

“ Why, J-o-s-h-usa Fearing, I should think
you'd been fighting !” y :

“I'd feel betterif 1 had, Doreas,” was the

- fervent response, ¢ either they or I would have
ot it pretty bad, wife. The Lord forgive me
gor harboring such- a spirit, but they are
enough to try the patience of Job. - They were
amazing still during the lesson—though 1 heer-
ed one fitter a little when T  was offering the
opening prayer—so I put the doctrines to them
pretty strong, hoping I might thereby sow a
little good seed ; but before the saperintendent’
had given out the last tune my whole class
left the vestry ! Never said a word to me, but
clattered off ‘without leave. » When 1 sprang
up after them the setteeriz right up bﬁhailulﬁ
me, I heered a rip, and there I was -pinned to
the: seat:! - Miss Slocomb's class 'of gals: was,
tittering, everybody was smiling—1I don’t know
as I blame 'em either,” added the deacon meek-
liy “My hair ¢’enamost: stands on end when
think how ridiculous I looked ! ‘
The ‘smile that merry Mrs. Fearing coul
not repress did not soothe her husband's wound-
ed feelings. S5
“ Those scamps have played ‘their last trick
on me !” he said, tilting his chair back, and
thrusting his hand into his coat pocket ; but

| & half-formed

the chair quickly came fo the floor, the deacon
howlinig withopain—ths pocket was bristling’
with ping! This was. a serious affair. Mus. .
Fearing was really vexed ag she doctored the
seratched  and ‘bleeding) fingers. < Thati after-
noon, when the superintendent called, the deas
con resigned his'clags. o 50 i

“T've done the best I could with em,"” said
he, when urged. to keep it longer. “ T’ll have
‘to retire from théfiéld, as'évery teacher they
have had has.dope.” ©.. * s 3

“It's.a pity somebody ‘can’t manage those

I boys 1’11 observed Mrs. Fearing,as slie vécalled

their bright, intelligent; faces; . and, despite
their = pranks, her motherly heart yearned
strangely over them. I8 4

“1 can’t find a teacher in the parish for.
them,” " said the superintendent, sadly. “I
-did hdpe they'd réspect-your age and postion.”
_“They-wouldn’t respect the Apostler Paul,”
groated the retiring -teacher, as he’
'the Many - timés his -dignity, had- HBeen shurt:
¢ Often have I longed to apply Solomon’s rod
oi cdrrectioni”l fITILIILL 5 A

“ Mrs. Fearing did not agree with her hus-
band here ; and somehow, loyal wife though
she was;she fayeied her husband/did not un:

%

| derstand _the. boys, Mrs. Fearing was wvery

“tender to every living creature, her’ heart was
specially open to the boys, for heryorlyson

¥

slept under the sod in m old_churchyard.
freckled face, the short boyish figure, tyud the
mad-cap pranks that she _oonmsgedB Tom
decide, as, a last resort, to-lay 'the ease before
each parent, and perhaps disband, the class,
ek iegrag s He 1. ;07
- Her gosd‘man ggsped with surprise, but th
wupprintendentaaide, | o oy Sr0a s

“How- theé 'lonely thother-heart longed for his
‘sterner parént! ‘And, as she o oW
ssort, o lay /the pase. hefo
¢I wish I had the class.” .
“Do try it, Mrs Fearing."

T e
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Probably ‘the Si* b TN

command, for Doreas: did the ‘elads: the

Mrs. Fearing qui left the learned b
and the logic mdzf-]?tlieﬁ pew cushions, and
armed only with the Bible and womanly. tact,
started, after the service, with fear and tremlf-
ling, for the Sabbath-school class. - ' 138

Before introdu h
offered to “give the lads a few hints about
“future conduet.” } O3 ¢ %

“Dear me, no !”’

cried Mrs. Fearing,  that

would spoil’all.” -~ 4 .e’anng, - h%
As the déacfm‘s wife: tovk  her: place, ther
were gigns of excitement among  the bo:

Harry }giln‘son nudged his ;ﬁgﬁ r, and h’piﬁ‘

m&ﬂwkedvoiqe: {1 ITRRYE - Ofl e

“Them boys do pester my Joshua se; |I:

thought I'd spell him awhile !"y. T

time”—the wife strove to hide her lord’s. rve-
| treat—“ 56 T offered’' myself as a’ %uhrgtfim’te,
not o mmuch in the: capacity of teacher:as
friend.” Mrs. Fearing paused for breath after
this unusnal effort at speechifying. “T don’t
know as much as I ought ‘about: the Bible, al-
though I love to read it more than any other
book. I think T should enjoy studying it with
some bright young scholars, if .agreeable:to
youall. But'the gréat reason why I felt such;
an:interest, in this class ‘was because many of
you were playmates of my dear - Eben.”:
~ They all remembered the bright, merry bo
whose life -had been ;80 brief,.and there ‘was &
deep hush as the mother talked of. her dead.
She had struck a plaintive chord in their yotmng
 hearts; in Hazxry Johnson's especially—who
sod:ld:lfgatl}ll l?x-m{)y a Em with the deacon’s]
— eir boyis & were very solemn
as they, crowded about her. " ith
tact, she' brought'in the Scripture lesson, and:
before. their, minds had ireturned to: caveless
thoughts, they were asking and amswering
questions. * Mrs.' Fedring talked with them
just as she used to talk with Eben, and” wit
the same resilt.’ Fben was alwa v
under his' father's verbose exposi
tempted to some
frained
minds:

restive
ical bit of fun v Mg
icomical bit offfun ;' so she,xe-

g from subjects beyond their yo
gl ﬁhi;ﬁh&;tblte{lm ;ycman:inﬁzesﬂg
much _that they svere raetually  sur-
A'Ell:ised 3}1&1 : the signal given for :glbs'ip';
e séssion, | Then camesomething the dea-
-con’s class never forgot, I?; earing invit-

ed them to spend¥an evening at her house.

It is impossible to depiot the descon's terror
at the prospect of such dang _gueats.

recalled |

&
9

oolixs,m,i

g her; the. ;sppeﬂxitendeﬁtj T

Before this could be - passed around,” Mrk!
Fearing spoke: = . s

9Gobd. morning; young gentlemen!” ||

“ Young gentlemen !” - Somehow this-made |
the young scamps féel a bit like gentlemen. |-

‘ My husband will'nof be with you for'some’

t
¥ | Ma

mny mth IN:B x

o |

‘When the evening came, he fled to the minis-
ter's. I Biitiieverything passed ‘off’ decorously.
The honse wasn’t: torn down or burnt up ;. the
boys, in their Sunday best and. best. behavior,
were gg atill ‘that their hostess thought they
surely were “ailing.”  The goad lady fed them
with her daintiest, and treated them like
princes,instead: of reprobates; and they appre-
ciated it. :

“ Staving woman, she is!” Said Harry John-
son, on his 'way home, with a slice of plum
cake in his pocket. I don't'want no better
teachéy. Just let me get my paw on any fel-
low that sarces her!” :

Tn'aithousand ‘ways the deacon’s wife won
their hearts.. . Bvery Sabibath-they were: sure
of 3 warm welcome from the quiet little wo-
man, and ‘the old, old story, told in her quaint,
apt way, sent. an ‘arrow of convictiod to. the
conscience of more than one of her listeners.

There camie a ddy, a sad day‘for the class,
when the seat, in ‘their midst was vacant, and
the pléasant voice made music in their ears no
more, " Dorcas Fearing had gone to meet her
boy.. The old deacon, as he “lifted, up  his
' voite and wept,”’ was scarcely a greater mourner
 than ' the awkward, overgrown boys 'whose
swayward feet had been gently guided by her
into'the Saviour's “paths of pleasantness and
peace.!’ : ;

:WTm can estimate the resnlt of Dorcas Fear-
ing's’ expérimeént —Helen €. Pearson, in’ the
| Congyegationalist. { r
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Tﬂﬁl‘?; ADVICE, AND. ITS '/REWARD.-
SRt It hetter fhan, ma sad; Cltar
 Edttle Mabsl /Caetlétm. said this wistfully,

eyes; as sherspoke, wandering to thercradle,
:flf&{ h‘ro*chﬂy?l;iﬁ?idé v’l’ex?e lying. et

| #But when: onerhas had ‘the whole® loaf,
\ M@dum does not, exactly relish the ‘halfra-
4 A L P § ! A

" gaid Charlie, moodily. -

-, Bt his -eyesfollowed his wife's, to the cosy
nez¥ of babies. . Z
| “Ttis a bad time of year to be out of a situ-

years, and he! was pleased to say that I
rery useful to him, and he is unwilling to
‘me. But he ean give me only half

o
ﬁp:i!:em;mhry, though he promises to raise

&gn whiéq the business prospects brighten.
don't' Ehow 'what to do. We are none too
: each month!

tich at my pregent salary.” .
“Yet we F ve saved somethi
Besides, der, wé thave not tried to be econo-

There are, many ways in which T could

it
1!

[&5?." = :
- “Add makea perfect slave of yourself ¢’

: “Not at all! :F have plenty of leisure time,
now that May and Bella afuse edch other.
_Oemg%()hmf]ie, m:}ﬂt Ml;;e llﬂ[iﬂiin’s oi.figr. You
-may hear of something better evenif you re-
Eﬁ there, but.don’t thro ;"o\n‘se‘ ‘gu't‘of‘af

| situation in ' thedead of winter; for my: sdke

andthechildwews.” = r ¢ -~ - en |-
" The last 'argument corquered. Chatlic
[knew! only too well that it, wiuld: be - almiost
hopeless to look for.a new sitnation, for, the
twhole town was échoing Mr. Mifflin’s cry of |
hard tinies, ' The small nest eggiin the banl
would soon melt away when it became. the.sole
support of four. ' And so, Kissing' Mabel, he
promised to follow her advice, ' £

- But it caused his pride a sore wrench. He
had entered theme;mole oflhm pg:;ﬂt employer
at seventeen, and slowly, s i i
favor, by dint ‘of faithfully f!ﬂﬁlﬁngg a;t‘x}énrg

dutij he had 'won his way to the desk,of head
clerk. - Not until he secured this position, and
he ; “accompanying it, ‘would he ask

to beshti'&fjmhgi m_‘niahingda pretty: cot-
| tage home out.of his savings, and givi a
th%rénghly,obhfoﬂable income 'blﬁm@p-.
ing | expenses. . He, was not extravagant, But
it pleased him to see his wife well dressed, to
give b’or-an\éﬁci&z’fl se}ll'*ia,xiﬂ, to have his chil-
en ever presentable, his tablé well appointed.
All this had been easy upon his sa.ll)&pry, and
there had been! sométhing added, for" three
years, to the little bank fund.. .But te do %11
this upon half the present income would be

impossible.: " House rent smust bemét,

6 sum remaining each h would

need to be carefully calgﬂz_a,te&, to meef all the
expenses, leaving but little margin for pleastire
or extravagance of dress. Ay
what would Will say ? 4 :
et Castleton was Charlie’s cousin, :tho
ad been hig life-lo ion, . Tagether
i Ba e R Dk ik bces
osition. Wi eri &t!in:eom wg;qhzgse‘
of Harvey & Byssell at. the same time that |
. ™ s 3. Miin's
timber office. - Shoulder to shaulder the young
men had worked their way up, till this finan-

Then,
Will

cial crisis brought all business men into tem-
porary difficulties of gréater or less hagnitude,

Will hdd expressed. thie Wafmest indignation
at the proposal made to his cousin, strongly
advising”Him tothrew. iip his ‘situation, and
¢ see how old Mifflin would: get along without
him,” and Charlie, before seeing Mabel, was
quite willing to follow his advice.

He knew Will would think him'mean-gpirit-
ed to remain upon half salary, and yet Mabel
was right when ghe said that < half a loaf was
better than no bread.”- 2
.‘ And while Charlie Castleton was thus weigh-
ing t:,he pros and cons of his; decision, i(r.
Mifflin was listening to the counsel of his old
friend and chum, the senior partner of the firm,
when it-had Been “Gardiner' & Mifflin,” and
who, though he had retired some years before,
was still the strong friend and frequent adviser
of his former. partner. 7 Tieyty

“ Tt is a mistake, Mifflin,” he said. " “ You
had bettér send young . Castleton about his
business . and. engagé. an. entirely new : book-
keeper. You will find "half-pay will mean
half service, mark my words.”"” 2

“But I might search C——= from end to end, -
and not find a clerk competent to take Castle-

ton’s place.” ,
¢ Then pay bim his full salary.”
«T cannot do it, unless I reduce the, num-
ber of salesmen, and I am :short-handed now.
There is but one way to keep my head above
water: ' You see Clarke's failure inyolyes me
heavily, and——" . poen
And the worried: man of businhess ‘entered
into long explanations of his difficulties; not
necessary to repeat here. . i
Tt touched ‘Charlie’ Castleton “deeply, when
entering 'the connting-house to mmmounce his
determination to remain in his old position, to
see how the face of his employer brightened.
He had been sitting in a-despondent -attitude,
Tooking over the letters, the lines of care strong-
1y’ marked upon‘his face.. ' .T00 &
As Charlie spoke the  lirge. eyes. grew
brighter, and he smiled as he gaid—
“Thank you, Castleton. | Tt would Kave

next Sabbath. e drilled her upon the lesson | ation "t said Mabel, aftor 4 long silence: “and | caused me serious embarrassment, to lose you,
‘befoxehand, shbok his e 1hang. fimes over | hou &% 5 o e o Blonce . vend | amd T am heartily glad you will stay. T st
e 1%‘*1» ﬂgmm}}eﬂf ivigh :@wo‘l@ /| 1ot beledsy to find employment now.”* you, will not long be obliged to take s smaller -
and rred phécy, nnf; e dear 31 % You thiggc 1 had better remain with My, | salary, but circumstances compel me to econo-
*‘%?’f*eww “ahouf n than ab| Wi s £ it Lind ey oy

g gt e e e y s 2 fo | “You have been a kind employer tome for
| ko et i, | o 00 Kol exacly - i e 2
you'll -convinoe them,” he- said, us he  mrmed | " Phe wubstunce of what he said was this: ‘any value, more than another wonld
Fa—mi equippec’s her with fagisbooks snd ropm 1B iness i so'very dull that he is obliged to | be/in place, I will not desert-youn.” . -
mentary. - Be severe with Em Jobmson, eurtail his expenses, and he must discharge ‘And, looking into the careworn face that
be's the ringleader inall mischiéf.”" © = | Juome of the clerks. 1 have been with him for | trouble Was marking more deeply than age,

Charlie resolved to serve Mr. Mifflin more
faithfully in his perplexities than-in his more
prosperous days. > A

It was not long before the old tleman
felt. the sympathy of his young clerk, and look-
ed to him as he had never done before, for ad-

vice ag well as service. . He admi him to
confidential velations, explaining the ties

canged by the failure of other firms; ‘soma
hebﬁﬂ;gj?:ydebted to the house of quﬁm’
othersiupon whom he had depended for goods
obtained upon credit. rhpalsisatd
Day by day, as the hard trying: winter wore
Wh{y‘? thyé ‘t%‘;) grew faster friseﬁgls; and, 8o
far from lesfsen.v'u;\l%':f t_hw’*wfdrk; g}mﬂie‘lfomld
hw elf willingly lifting some.of his employer’s
‘burdens ‘upén‘g_]i)fis owt%_‘shoul&ém.. 3 ]gevg‘gve
more tithe bo business; and; was gaining an in-
 sight into it that oppértﬂmt{f had never be-
%éi iveni him'; and Mabel, at “home, was
'br,a&efly taking Her diminished share of the loaf
with;a smiling face and ghe_erﬁxl( heart. As
(far 'as might be she kept from Charlie the
knowledge of her domestic economies; but
some of them were apparent. he woman
whose competent aid demanded h_1¥h wages,
was dismissed, and a half-grown girl engaged
to mindthebabies; while Mabel cooked, wash-
‘ed, irened, and served, meeting difficulties with
'a couragbons heart. She ‘had never been a
drone in the world’s hive, having been a bl}ﬂy
 little dressmaker before Charlie Castleton won
‘her “heart;:and took her to preside’ over his
pretty 'home. But for three jyears of her
married life she had been much petted, and
 there were many pleasures: to be put aside,
well weighed before they

many shillings to be

were spent.
It wasv

ith a heart full of pardonable tri-

Emph Shat the Foung SO D et
first year of reduced pay,found that they were
still out 31{ dgbti‘ t yaﬂhp(;i touched the ﬁ?%
egyg in - the bank, ug! ere was a fres!
ggvaﬁ ito share in! t'h’g family income.

' ¢ You seey Chazlie, we made the half a loaf
go round,” said Mabel, as they went carefully
over' the year’s’expense book., .

g 51 7hexp axp, pg orumbs,fche said, rwith & wry

BCe., “ : ¥

_“ Nevertniind, it 'was better than idleness!”

- “You are right; and there is more th:
May." fagv‘dggegn able to 'helﬁrof&rl it
amioe than:Dever could have done in ouriold
elationship to each other, His perplexities
vde himdong for some one to whom he could

speak confidentially ; - and, when the ioe was
once broken, he too{: m?‘.lf Wh&?nt? hmmoqnﬁ-
‘dence. - T'oould ‘often suggestia 'way out of a

difficulty thet-had not ocourred, to him.; it was




