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assurances af least ; moreover, he. kept his
object before him instead of being distracted
fromdt... .. oo S
And was not. his way, though peculiar,
-and therefore striking me'as very. original,
the natural one, after all, the:-way. in which.
& child might act as a matter of conme 7.
And surely. it was a wise.way.. There
wag far less reasoti 'than- usual to: fear that
he would forget and give up his:attempt.
All his Christian friends. were “enligted. to
keep him in mind of it and to cheer him on
in moments of discouragement, while his
old comrades felt that he had already left
them and come out on the Lord’s side, -
Inever saw him again nor heard about
him, but ever since that I have wished that
I could give intelligently to inquivers his
idea that our great sacred interest is one of
our every-day interests, and that it is natu.
ral to treat it as auch,—American Messenger.
—————

SEEKING TO SAVE.

BY MRS, ANNIE A. PRESTON,
‘¢ Jesus gought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God,”
-said Harry Eustace, arather flashily dressed,
showy young man, as he walked hurriedly
toward the railway station in a large New
England town,

“How did that ever get into my head, and
what is the rest of it? .There must be a
rhyme to it,”” and he repeated the words
again. “I certainly didn’t henr them agthe
Jheatre last evening nor at Jerry Howe’s
saloon this morning, and I haven’t read”
anything of the sort. Confound it all!
can’t I think of anything else ¥’ and he be-
gan to whistle softly a popular strain from
the last opera.

The train was about starting, he hurried
to get n seat, and when they were fairly on
the way he found the objectionable words
bad set themselves to the whir of the car
wheels, .

All the way along the Shore Line, past
New Haven, New London,across the Thaies
on the great steam ferry boat, on, on, almost
to Providence, + He had said the words a
thousand times, he was sure. At last, in
gsheer desperation, he turned to a pleasant,
gentlemanly-looking stranger who had oc-
cupied a seat in front of him for the whole
distance, and said,— .

. %1 beg pardon, sir, but did you ever bap-
pen to hear just these words, and can you
tell me what willthyme with them, for they
must be a part of a stanza of » hymn, I
think,— .

¢ ¢ Jesus sought me when a stranger
Waudering from the fold of God’?”

“Why, ves, certainly,” said the gentle.
wan, cordially. ¢ Don’t youremember 7 it
is the second verse of Robert Robinson’s
familiar hymn, and the remaining two lines
of the verse are,—

¥ ¢ He to save my soul from dangor
Interposed His precious blood.’ .

“Worse and worse,” said the young man
with a sigh, “Thank you, sir. I don’t
think I ever heard them before. Iam not
wuch in the way of hearing hymns myself,
How in thunder the tormenting words got
into my head I don’t see, They have sung
themselves over there to a tune of their own
all day long. I have tried in vain to banish
them, and at last I thought I must seek re-
lief from the torture by askiny someone for
the rest of the verse.” ‘

%It is a beautiful hymn,” said the gen-
-tleman, ‘ There is a great deal of comfort
init, Ifrequently sing it over to myself
when travelling,” and he now sang it
through softly, but clearly and with expres.
sion.

Harry Eustace sat with his arms crossed
on the back of the seat in front of him, and
listened attentively, The passengers in
their car had nearly all left at Stovington,
and as the gentleman ceased singing and
looked at him with a smile, he took up the
tune and sang the second verse through ina
rich tenor voice.

“Yes, there is comfort in it if any one
knew how to find it,’”” hesaid. *Idon’,”

* Are you to bein the city over Sunday 1”

mative reply, he said,—

“Will you not come to the —— Street
church to the morning service and hear the
choir sing your hymn 7’ and handing Harry
a card as the train drew up ab the station,
he was quickly lost in the crowd. .

« T wonder if he is a minister 9 taid Harry
as he crossed the street. * He don’t catch
me so easy.” But the words of the hymn
sung him to sleep that night and resumed

.| most every day, to buy an apple of a nice,

asked the gentleman, and receiving an affir- |,

‘their
the morning that-he said,— .
v % Perhapy the- easiest way- to

»ppeal so quickly when'he awo

rendered by the choir.,” ..~ -
. :The pastor was already-
usher took the young man to aseat in the
body. of the house; and Harrysaw at a glance
that it was histravellinig acquaintance of the
day before, .:> e S
- . He rose at once'an

. :gave .out the hymn,
the very.one.they had-been: talking about,
and a8 he hegan reading:the gecond verse he
smiled down into Harry’s'upturned eyes in
a way thatsent the thought buzzing through
the young man’s brain, “Jesus is seeking
for me. This good man, His servant, has
been praying for me!” . -

I need not tell the story of the day, but
hefore its close Harry had found the *com-
fort” in:the hymn, and Monday morning he
retraced his steps rejoicing ag only those re-
joice who find the Lord.

As he went back with a light step up the
famniliar street he paused, as he had done on!
his way to the depot, as, indeed, he did al-

neat.old woman who kept a little box of a
place on the corner. '

There right before his eyes in large let-
ters was the verse that had made the last
three days the most eventful of his life.
He knew, now, he had read them almost
unconsciously, in his hurry, but they had
fixed themselves in his mind and remained
there until their mission for him had been
accomplighed. :

Looking up at the woman as she handed
him his change, something gentle and
motherly in her air tempted him to tell her
his story, although he was not ordinarily a
communicative person. '

“Why, dear heart,” said the old woman
smoothing her white ruflled apron with both
her hands, % my J ohnnie made that, the lame
boy, you know, who ishere sometimes. He
has not been so well lately, and at home he
has amused himself while I was away by
cutting the large letters from the headings
of newspapers and from advertisements,
posters and the like, and pasting them on
short papers, and thus - making mottoes.
This one he made in large letters for my
comfort here. And to think, sir, that I
should have helped the seeking Saviour to
find and to saveyou. Johnnie will be glad,
gir, He is always praying for the uncon.
verted, and wishing there wassomething he
could do to lead them in the right way.
This is but a proof, sir, of what I have often
told him—to do the best that he could with
what was given him, and the Lord would
find a place for his work. We see a great
deal that needsdoing among the poor people
where we live, sir.”

“I think the Lord sought me that, with

Johnnie,” said Harry Eustace, And should

you go to that town to-day, you would hear

of a blessed work among the lowly that the

prayerful labor of these two has accomplish-

ed.— Walchman, v
——————eees

+ “OnE TracEer looks at his pupils and
sees nothing in their faces but an exhaustive
demand on his strength and patience ; an

other sces in each face a mute appesl to all
the wi-dom, sympathy, and love that are in
him.” So says the' Christian Union., The
words are' fitly spoken,  We recommend
them to the consideration of every teacher.
Let each agk-himself and herself, ¢ What do
1 see in the faces of my pupils? To which
class of teachers do I belong "’ The answer
will go far to enable one to determine
whether he is a true teacher orno,—Canada
School Journal.

ReAr InverEST, not affected or feigned,
is the teacher’s privilege with reference to
pupils. We sadly lack the penetration be-
longing to a revivitied humanity, if, in the
shabbiest and dullest, we can not see “some-
thing to love.”
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QOLDEN TEXT.

Thou shalt eall his name Jesus, for he shal!
save his people from thelr sins,—paut, 1: 31,

CENTRAL TRUTH.
Those who enruestly seek the Saviour shall
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which we number our year, AD." (Aunno
Domini, the year of-the Lord.) So that Onrist

‘|, was born 1891, not” 1887 years ago. ‘The visit of |«

the wise men was a few weeks
.0f Christ, in the winter. - N,
-+ PLACE.—Betulehem of Jurlea, a small village
five or six miles south of Jerusalem, containing
al present about.five hundred houses.” Here
Rachel was.buried: and. Ruth gleaned, and
David was born and anointed. o

RULER.—Augustus Cmsar, emperor of Rome;
Herod the Great (the first of the seven
Herods named in the New Testament), King of
Judea, . - '

INTRODUCTION.—Mury, the.mother of Jesus
had & home in the city of Nazareth in Galilee;
but when the Roman emperor ordered a list or
enrolment of all the people, for the purpose of
taxing them, they had to go to their family
home. Mary’s family was at Bethlehem, five
or fix miles south of Jerusniem., Here the
Saviour was born, and laid in & manger, be-
ciuse the tavern was. full of people. Some
shepherds, watching their flocks, were told by
an angel that the SBaviour of the world was
born, They wenb and found the babe, as the
angel said.- Months bufore this, some wise men
in Persin, far away to the east, sahw a new and
&plendid star, and God Jed them by this star to
Jerusalem to tind the Redeemer. 1t Look them
several months to-come, Our lesson to-day is
about their visit. : '

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

,J- THE DAYS oF HERroD—Herod the Great.
Christ was probably born in December, B.C.5;
and Herod died at the age of 70 in the middle of
the following Mareh (B.C. 1), WISE MEN—
Magians, or a class of learned meu who studied
science, medicine, etc. ‘These men came from
Persia, called here the East, SEEN HIS STAR
—probably -& miraculous star.  SBTAR IN THE
Easr—seen In the castern sky, or while they
were yet in the Iiast; probably both., HERon
WAS TROUBLED—he wasafrald this child would
be ‘king in his place. 4. CHIEF .PRIESTS—the
leaders, the high priests, and heads of the 24
courses of priests. ScoriBes-—-writers, those
who copied and studied and taught the Secrip-
tures, WHERE SHOULD BE BORN—where the
Scriptures tanght shoutd be born. 5, BETHLE-
HEM—See Place, WRIITEN BY THE PROPHET—
Mieah, in chapter 5:2, NOT THE LEAST—a
small town, but great in influence and renown.
7. Priviny—secretly, to avoid public notice
and excitemnent. 11, FELL nowN—bowed down,
in the Eastern mode of revercuce. OR~
SHIPPED—did him reverence and honor, Three
acts here,—worship with body, with soul, with
goods, ~ FRANKINCENSE—a  vegetable resin,
from & tree, buirned for its odors in offering in-
cense ; & symbol of prayer., MYRRH—aNo!her
aromatic gum, which distils from inclisiong
in ‘o small thorny tree; used in embalm-
ing the dead. Both are very precious, -**Myrrh
%; ‘g.”morml, gold to a king, frankincenso to

od.™

after 'the birth

QULESTIONS.

"INTRODUCTORY.—Who wrote the Gospel we
now begin to studyt Why ig it called *tthe
Gospel”? Give some account of Matthew.
‘Whuen and where did he write this Gospelt In
‘what language § Under what government
Kns Jl;deﬂ. at  this time? W lho wae¢ emperor of

ome

‘SUBJECT: SEEKING AND FINDING THE
© 1 BAVIOUR.

I, Tae BinTH OF JESUS TUE MESSIAH (v, 1),
—Who was Jesus before he came to this world
Where was he borul How long agoY How
Jong aftor the creation of Adamt ho was
his mother? Where did she livet - (Luko 2:4.)
Why did they come to Bethlehem? (Luke
2:14,) How came Jesus to be laid in a
mangar? Who first heard of his birth? (Lulke
2:8-12) What song did the angels sing? (Luke
2:14) :

In what respects was the world specially pre-
pared at this time for the coming of ‘the
Saviour? Meaning of A.D. as applied to our
dates, Bow did it happen that we do not
count {rom the right datet- How much out of
the way is 1t} What advantage to the world
‘that Christ came juto it as & little chlld?

LI, Tuxr SEEKERS FROM AFAR (Vs 1, 2)—
Who came to sce the infant Messiah? Who
wero these wise meni Where did they come
from$ Was the journey.long and hard? How
was ‘this -coming & proof of their wisdom?
Will we, If wise, seek Christ us earnesiiyt
Matt. 13:45, 46.) Why did they expeet the
fessiah 1 How may they have learned of the
thme? (Dan. 4:48, and §: 24-27.) How were
they lod O Jerusalemi When did the star
appear again? (v.9) What things are like
this star lending us to Cpiist? Why is Jesus
enlled *the King of théjJews”t Is he our
kingt i
Was there o general expectation of a great
klug and new kingdom at ibistime! Whence
did it ariset Was this stur a miracu-
lous star, or a bright, natural star, or both §

I1I. HINDERANCES CHANGED INTO HELPS (vs,
38).—Why did the wise men go to Jerusalemn
firstt Who was Eing of the Jews at_ this timel
Why was he troubledf Why does the coming
of Uhrist’s kingdom troublo the wicked?
What did Herod vo} Who were the scribes?
The chlef priests? How did they know where
the Messiah was to be born? (Mie. 5:2) Give
some account of Betbichem, low may smail
places and people be made great. What were
Herou's pol?cy and intentionst :

IV. 'THE MESSIAT FOUND AND WORSHIPPED
(vs. $-12).—How werce the wise men, guided to
the place! Where wis Mary and the cbildf
What did the wise men do on their arrivali
In what three waysdid they worshipt What
rifts did they bringl What is frankincense?t

fyrrhi How may giving be an aet ot worship?
What gifts should we bring to Jesust (Rom.

nd him; oneo finding should worship and love
im.

2:1; (Prov. 28:
ment

| P gz

. PiME.—Jesus Christ was borhi In the yéar.of |d
the world 4000, four years before the date from-{ -

26) What became of the wise |-

 LESSON LL-JULY 1. -

ContaiT VERSES 1021 .~

weetilo Y GOLDEN:TEXT - o
He delivered me,;bec’nuéé hic delighted in me

‘ .- OENPRAL TRUTH. .- """
. Jesug the Saviour and the example for cbii-
T T e
: ~DAILY - READINGS, -

Eph, 6:118. . = o ) ’
lii'mm.—B.C.‘-l, when Cbrist 'was a few week~
old, I
CONTEMPORARY HISTORY,—"he censua (Luke
2:1) still In progress. Herod falls sick, and dle:
at.-Jericho, April 1, B,C. 4. Archelans grected
as king, "April 2  Riot and massacre of {he
.lvet;vs in"the temple at the Passover on April
1, '

CIRCUMSTANOES,—The wise men of the last
lesson hnd returned to their own country, with-
out reporting to Herod. It is probable that
Josenir had concluded to mnlke Bethiehem his
future residence. . He also may have found pro-
fitable employment here; but his plans wero
changed, aud to-day’s lesson shows how.

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,
13, WHEN Tury—the wise men, FLEE INTO

- EqypPr—because Kgypl was near; it was a Ro-

man province, but not under Aerod. Many
Jews lived there, and Joseph could tind worlk at
his trade. 14, By NIGHT—s0 that their flight
would be concealed from Herod. 15, UNTIL
THE DEATIH OF HLEROD—ONIY o few weeks after,
April 1, aged 70. By THRE PRrROPHET--HoOSEA,
chap. 11:1. Our oF EGYPT, etc.—originally
spoken of the nation of Israel, led from the
bondage of Kgypt. But the words also have a
perfect fulfilment in Christ, who was called out
of trouble, out of Lgypt, to his’ promised land
and his great work. 16, MOCKED—foiled, baflled
in his plan. Wrotu—angry, in a rage. SLEW
ALL THE CHILDREN—male children. Bethle-
hem had not over 2,000 inhabitants, and there-
fore not, over 25 or 3U_maile children under two
years. 17. JEREMY—@Greek form of Jeremiah
81:15). CoAsts—borders, neighborhood, 18.
RAMA —a little town 'six miles north of Jerusa-
lem. Here Nebuchaduezzar, aftor the siege of
Jerusalem, B.C, 586, gathered together the cap-
tives for transportation to Babylon. There
was great mourning. Rama was in the tribe-of
Benjamin, the son of Rachel, whon is repre-
septed thus as mourning for her captive chil-
dren, A like mourning was now heard in
Bethlehem, the place where Rachel was buried.
22 HEARD THAT ARCHELAUS DID REIGN--le2
was the. son of Herod, and even more cruel,
23, SPOKEN BY THE PROPIETS—nO} by any one,
but the substance of what many had sald,

| Nazareth means shoot or branch, contrasted

with & tree. The propbet spoke of Jesus as a
grgu%ul(j)su.&: 2; 4:2; Jor. 23:5; 33 :15; Zech.
183 6:12),

Jesus was called Nazarine, ¢ from Nazareth,”
because he lived in Nazareth. - .

For the childhood ot Jesus, see Luke 2:39-52

s w0 o - QUESTIONS,~ o co

INTRODUCTORY.—When was Jesus born !
Where? Who came tovisit him{ . From what
country ¥ What led them to Jesust What did
they dot What did they give him{ Wheredfd
the wise men go from Bethlehem? Who re-
mained there! Where had been their home?t
(Luke 2: 4.) )
SUBJECT: THI OHILDREN'S SAVIOUR.

L Tux CuiLd 1IN DANGER ﬁvs. 13, 16-18;—
what danger threatened the child Jesust Why
did. Herod wish to destroy himi How was
Joseph warned of this dangerT What does
this teach us about the ministration of angels?
(Heb. 1: 14.) What of God’s care for his chil-
dren? How did Herod think the wise men bhad
treated himf What did be do in his anger?
How many children were probably slain {

What are some of the dangers to which chil.
dren are now cxposed ¥

Does God warn us now by angels and dreams{
Why {s there less hecd of such methods now
tha thent In what waysdoes God speak to
ust Will he always guide and guard his chil-
drent In what sense are the three Old ‘Lesti-
ment Scriptures referred to in this lesson({)‘ro.
phecies, and in what sense were they fulfilled
in Christ? : ' )

II. THE CHILD IN SAFETY (V8. 14, 15, 19-22).—
Where was Jesus tanken forsatety! Why would
he be safe theref Howlong did they remainin
Beypt! What prophecy was fuifilled by this
journey into Egypt! Eow may God be said to
have called ail his children ovt of Egypt!
when did Herod die¥ How did Joseph learn
when to returny To what place did he go?
Why not to Bethlehem? .

IIX. TRE CHILD AT HOME (V. 23).—-Where
was Jesus' home? Describe Nazareth,” Why
was Jesus called a Nazarene! What prophecy
was thus fulfilled? How long did Jesus romain
al Nazaretht (Luke 3:23.) What trade did he
learnt (Mark ¢:3,) What kind ot a boy was
he? (Luke2:40,52) What is sald of his obedi-
ence to parentsf (Lulkoe 2:5L) What made
bhim attractive to meni What made him
pleasing to God1 (3ive one incident of his
childhood. (Luke 2:11-50.) How do we know
that he studied the Bible and went to church?
In what respects can children now imjtatehim?
What hel{)dm them in the fact that Jesus was

i

once a child?

P . S
LESSON OCALENDAR.
THIRD QUARTER, 1887,

8,~—The Infant Jesus. Matt., 2:1-12,
10.—The Flight into Egypt. Matt. 2:13-23.
17.—~John the Baptist, Matt, 8:1.12,
24,—The Baptism of Jesus. Matt. 3:13-17.
31.—The Temptation of Jesus. Mats, 4:1-1L.

7.—Jesus in Galilee. Matt, 4 :17-25.
14,—The Beatitudes. Matt. 5:1-16,
21,—Jesus and the Law, Matt, 5:17-26.

. Auy. 28.—Diety Without Display. Matt, 6:1-15.
10, Sept. 4.—Trust in our Heavenly Father.

) Mott, 6:24-34,
11, Sept. 1L.—Golden Precepts. Matt, 7: .12, )
12, Sept. 18,—Solemn Warning. Matt. 7:18-20. .
13, Sept. 25.—Review, Temperance. Rom, 13:8-14.
Missions. Matt. 4:12-16,

1, July
9, July
July
July
July
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
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