THIS CATHOLIC.

nortion of his attributes, deprives him of nomne of
those rights which ate inseparable from his divine
uature.  He is still the splendor of his FFather ; he
stiil continues the object of his divine complacen-
v, his well-beloved son, as he has been  from all
etermty. United tosinners yet seperuted from their
imiquities; covered with sl the wounds of our trans-
yressions,yct exompt from all our weaknesses; res-
embling us in all things yet 1rised infinitely above
ws by his divine essence condescendirg to become
aur brother, without ccasing to be the Son of the
¥ternal, he presents every motive to animate our
miidence, every attraction to win our hearts in
itus wonderful condescension of his son, the almi-
«hty beholds all that can claim his pity, or engage
s love. How can the Supreme Being reject a
victim, who, without any usurpation, can claim an
~quality with himself; abolocaust, which the an-
els are commanded to arlore, a sacrifice, of which
the ancient obligations were but so many
iypes and figures ! Oh ! were it permitted us here
ficlow o penetrate with the eye of fuith the veil that
auceals this adorable Mediator, what a spectacle
should we behold on the altar, at the moment the
Uriest]pronounces the hallowed words that operate
this ineffable mystery!  The well-beloved disciple
bias described nothing, in the prophetic volume
nrevelations, comparable to the wonders that
suuld bere meet vuc view. 'The name of §Jerusa-
ivm and of the city ofthe living God ; the marvel-
lous descriptions of this city, whose walls
were transparentas crysial, and whose gates wcere
1eaplendent with precious stones, were, I may ven-
ture to assert, but so many unsubstantial shadows,
- ympared to the splendor of this ravishing specta- |
+1e. We should behold the Son of the Eternal ¢n-;
viruned by that innumereble hostof happy spirits,
who proclaims his triumphs, offering to the  divine)
Mai. sty his obedience to expiate our rebellious
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mgratitude. his humility to confound our prine, his
patience to quiet our murmuss, his fears to  extin-

Zuish the flames of our unlawful passions, his suf-!;

‘erings to subdue our sensuality, and his blood to
wash ¢ away our iniquitics. But on a subject like

this, silence would be most cxpressive: our faulter-
g tongue betrays its incapacity to describe so stu-
pendous a mysiery ; the heart may feel, but the

lips canuot utter what it istor a God to he offered
0 a2 God, for a God to be dclivered up
sor sinncrs, and to become the ransom} for

st He who wsikes, inthis imperfect state, to
penetrate into the sanctity ofthe mystery, must
udge of it by its effects. Itis with this view that
[ proceed to show that it a sacrifice, holyv as to the

motives that determine it.

P18 AN OBLATION HOLY AS TOTIIT MOTIVES
THAT DETERMINDIT.

“Tlie motives were known longbefore theaccom-
plishment and consummation of this mystery. Da-
+:d had foretold that mercy and truth should mcet
«~ach other, that justice and peace should form a

uutual allinnce; and Daniclbeholding thissaerifice
ranear and brighter vision. predicted that the
abu..tion of sin, and the cstablishinent of the rejgn

of justice should be the blessed effeets ol this mys-
tery.

‘The abolition of sin is, therefore, the  first ad-
vantage that we are to seek. When we present,
ourselves before the altar of Tesus Chirist, we carry
thither our personal infidelitics, awd those of the
people.  We offer themto God, through Jesus
Christ as a vietim of anathema. The groans of’
luur heart, if sineere, and the spirit of penitcnceand
countrition, if unfeigned, may, insome respeets, be
compared to the weapon by which the victim xs
stain, and the charity  of Jesus Christ to the fire!
that consames it.

It may be observed that sin is often mentioned
inn the prayers that compose the Liturgy ; that God
18 every where solicited to turn away lus eyes from

church , and the sanctity of the victim ; that he is
entreated, not to reward the offences, the negligen-
ces, and the faults of the minister of the conggrega-
tion, butto listen with mercy and compassion to
their humble petitions.  With whatever reverence
and recollection we may approach the altar, our
tdispositions always will be insufficient, unless iwe
jhring to this sacritlec 2 mind filled witha lively
sense of the hicinousness of sin.  The greatest in-
sult that a sinner can ofler to this mystery oflove
15 to assist thereat with a heart that is hardened’
aund that glories in its wantof {fecling. ‘The cut-
mge, is in some degree, continual, Jesus Christ
never ceases to offer himself up for the destruction
of those very iniquities which the sinner incessantly
renews.  ‘T'he sinner by the correspondence which
be keeps up withs the encmy of all justice, apposes
th2 establishment ofuts reign, shile the important,
purpose for which Jesus Christ immolates himself
upon the altar, is to se¥stitute eternal justice, in
the place of iniquities ;—in other words, justice,

1has established for herself a perpetual asylum in the
in the sacrament of thealtar, that he who earnes-
tly seeks after justice, may not seek ber in vain,
Let us not, therefore, hope to find her inany other
place, not even in the society of men in appearance
the mostirreprehensible ; you will find that there
are some ties that still link them to the universal
corruption ; that however solicitous they may have
been to purify themselves from the leaven sin, this
leaven, according to the apostle, has communica-
ted to the whole mass an impression, which it is
impossible for unassisted inan to destroy. But we
havea Holy of Holies, like that which sanctiied
the tabernacle of Isracl ; yet different from  that of
the Iraclites ; ours is not inaccessible to the people
all may enter therein by faith, which is the veil
that conceals it from our eyes : all may participate
of this cternal sanctity, if notin a way thatis per-
fect here below, at Jeastin a manner proportioned
to the degree of our fervor and of our necessi-
ties.

Let us, therefore, like Daniel, become the chil-
dren of desire ; and what he uttered in the spirit of
prophecy, let us pronounce in a spirit of prayer :
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our mguities, and to fix them upon the faith of’ his:

it establish its empire in our hearts, by reducingour
will to perfect obedience, by subjecting our flesh
to its spirit’ and our passions to itslaws ; may it be
established in the bosom of families, and be  ther

productive of subordination, of charity, and ot
peace. ‘The sacrifice of ouraltars would produce
these happy effects, if all who.assisted thereat
were feclingly alive to its spirit, and animated with
the dispositions that if requircs. Is it possible that
Christians,who have been united to Jesus Chirist,the
source of all justice,who have had before their cycs
the pattcrn of all sanctity, who have sacrificed at
the foot of thisaltar every irregular affeclion.
should ever suffer themselves to yield to the cor

rupted desires of their hearts 2 Al !let Christians
beware of deceiving themsclveswith the idea that

Ithe little fruit produced by this sacrifice, is the vc

Isult ofany insufficiency in the victim : no: it is the
natural conscquenceof the imperfection of theit
faith.

These truthsstudicd with greatattention medita
ted on with great reverence. and, by the grace «
Gou, practised with fidelity, will. give us an exal-

wiich had heretofore been banished from the carthi!

ted idea of the venerable character of our mysteries

—We would no longer enter the temple with o
spirit of dissipation and irreverence ; we would no
longer assist thereat with indifference and disgus:
which dishonor the sanctuary we would no longer
return from the altar with the same relich for the
world and the same ordor after its pleasures and
pursuits,

May it please thy goodness, O Lord’ to form
ahd to strengthen tbcse desires in our hearls ; it is
from thee alone that we can learn the full extent ai
‘the houors paid thee in these mysteries, and it is
'thou alone that canst animate our hearts with that
homage which alone is acceptable in {hy sight.
Vouchsafe to accept in union with the perfect sa-
crifice of Jesus Christ, the imperfect yet free obla-
tion, which we make of our inclinations, and of our
y whole viill to thee, in order that we may become
; with him 2 holocaust worthy of thy gracious regard
in time; and of thy mercy in eteroity.—Amen.

e S
THEJESUIT, OR CATHOLIC SENTINEL.

The following extract is taken fromthe cditor-
ialof the “Jesuit’ of the 9th anst.

Seven werks more, and the Jesuit, or Cathohe
Sentinel, will have labored for two years in fight-
ing the good fight of faith, in explaining and de-
fending the principles, of the Roman Catholic.
church. * # * Now that the chief objeet we had.
in view wheniwe first started the Jesuit, is indced
rravrzen,we shall introduce 2 greater variety
of articles into the columns af our paper, in the co-
suing editorial year. Such trans-atlantic intelli-
gence as we deem important to the Irish Patriot,
and the Catholic of every nation shall be noticed
and faithfully recorded. We shall as usual contin-~
ue to explain and defend the principles of The Ca-
tholic church, As a regular sketch of Europear
polities is to occopy a certain portionof the New

Paper,and as we consider the titte “Jesuit,”

may eternal justice reign forever amongst us ; may

which isadapted to a paper exclusively religious,



