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avdry ana cnrafiully observing tho forin,-wiro nil Muinding eroot with thair
fnces ta tae ininister, and titeir eycs aititar cioseci or iookcingtip to heaven, thora
coatid flot fnil to remtit an appenranca of deepar solemnif y and nive, titan cau bc
sitowr. by any othar form. An; it is, inany of otr congregaions )lave an aspect
of disorder, confusion and indiffarenca d tring tits part of ta putblic servica.
Wlat itil wa <la ta remady fuis; 1 Lot en6di takao diligent heed to hi..; own
manner, ami reform nt once overy thing tiîcrein thnt is incongruns with ieo
sauatity oif %vor.qitip. Lot aiso tae sîtbject bc tnikaed about. Lca Christiant men
and minister oxpostîita %viti, titosa %ho violata tae decorurm of tha liouse, of
God, attd lot bioads of families Ltin thair cilii.ron ta tae atUPit(c.i ns walI as t'O
tha spirit of Adoration. As a btelli in tii nater ive wouid also pros, titat
in order ta fix attention up&,n tita petition offlered by tae ninistar tua !,pto pi o
sitouid usa te audibla respone of te aucicat Clturch. Yen, response; and iet
no Presbyterian imagine %wa ara beconiig printie in urging rcsponses, Vo bc
used in aur iworhip. Turn, good.raader, to 1 Cor. xiv., 16, nnd, randci ltat you
find Llîert. le iL not rcarded " lov shall ha thxitt is, in the rou of tliù
unlaaried say (nat tiini) A Nait Liîy givist ig ofan.1 Titis is tae Apoato.
licai rcqlpnnse, and iLs distiso in te Citttri is a modern innovation %Viticit
attglt ta ba raformed. Our Weiiey.-n naigitbours, iL is, truc, htave overdotto titis
practisa but tva erring in an opposite extremao lnvu outdone IL altogethar. Why
nîay not tha peopla say &AMEILN to the patitions of tha pastor?1 Instend af tbis
being a lîinderanea ta tae mnitstar iL waoul< ba a positiva hip ani stimuliant.
Ho wotild thon ba r-ura tat t&s people weca foiloving 1dim and his hecart wouid
ba enlargeci in tae conducting af titis Divine service.

But tva must naow considar haw the ministcr does bis part of tae public
wvorstip. That lita may do titis %vith affect, IL is noessary titat ha shauid hc
abla ta rend te Psalims titt ara sting in an inte!iigibio and impressiva way.
.9iovanlines in titis tuatter is bath sinful and inexcusabla. Tae direct wvorship
af prayer is, however, thait %vitli whici ba lias most ta da. In titis we find a
grant variety af manner, ais doubticss thara, ts ai great variety of spirit. lthera arc
samae wiîo, by aaturauly iiveiy temperament sanctified, aind rcfined by gifts af
grace-, an poaur aut taoir souis ta God in ai richi affluenca of appropriaLo expre~.
sions, whichi, with a swecet attractiont, draw out tae iffectians af die people in
sacrifica ta God. Thtis is a blesscd unction :and flot ta ba abtnined in aîty case
witltout mucit secret davotion and spiritual meditation. lThoe are, lxowevor,
others nuL less avangelicai titan titese, whosa prayers aira yat neither se carnest
nor so poweriui, but wlio nevartieiess miglit add muai t Latae simpiicity amd
force af t;ieir services by adopting suitahia methods. lThe long aind raniblin
prayers whiclî may sometimes ba iteard f'ram Presityterian puipits shtow t :im
waint of cansideration an tae part of the minister, and are enough teL drive out
bat tae spirit and the form ai davotion from te congreation. A ministerl
hais no excuse for axtemporary rambling, aind confusian'of thought or poverty
of expression. These ara tha sutre indications of tvnnt of preparation. Exteut.i
porjy prayer, so c2iled, i tit necessarily unprapared aither as ta its style or
maLter. On tha contrnry, from its viry natura it requiras for its effective per.
forananca a preparation af heart antd mind which tha reading of fixad fornts
renders unnecessary, and hence its value as a mnode ai worsitip. Na systein à
however sa hiable Vo abuse as titis. It.lias 'ta cloak ta hida that'viticit is defective
in iL. Its influence good or bnd immediaitaiy nets upon te circle ai worshippati.
Upon the minister therefora a salenîn rasponsibility rests in the exorcisa of
public prayer. Long aitd lengthy prayers ara unqîîestionably a wcariness ta the
flesit. People cainnot keep their îninds, fixed upon Lhem. After te first fira
or tan minutes, aven tae most devout feal it difficuit La foliow tae speaker, and
henca tae mintster is left ta a large axtont to, do ail tha prayitig himself. E


