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ovety ono carefully observing the form,—waro all sianding eract with their
faces to the minister, and their eyos cither closed or looking up to heaven, there
could not fail- to result an appearance of deeper solemnity and awe, than ¢an bo
showr. by nny other form. As it is, many of our congregations have an nspect
of disorder, confusion and indifforence during this part of the public sorvico.
What shall we do to romedy this? Lot each tako diligent heed to his own
manner, and reform at once overy thing therein that is incongruous with the
sanclity of worship. Lot nlso the subject be talked about. Let Christian men |
and ministers oxpostulate with thoso who violato the decorum of the houso of |
God, and lot hoads of families train their chiliran to the attitudes as well as to
the spirit of Adoration. As a help in this matter wo would nlso propose, that
in order to fix altention upon tho petition offered by the minister the peoplo
should use the audible responso of the aucient Church.  Yes, response; and let
no Presbyterinn imagino wo are becoming prelatic in urging responses to be
used in our worship. Turn, good-reador, to 1 Cor. xiv., 16, and read what you
find there. Is it not recovded “how shall he thut s in the room of the
unlearned sy (not think) aMzx at thy giving of thanks.”?  This is the Apoato-
lical response, and its disuso in the Church is a modern innovation which
ought to be reformed. Our Wesleyan neighbours, it is true, have overdono this
practise but we erring in an opposite oxtremo have outdone it altogether. 'Wh
may not the peoplo say amex to the potitions of tho pastor? Instead of thi
being a hinderanco to the ministor it would bo a positive help and stimulant,
He would then bo sure that the peoplo were following him and his heart would
bo enlarged in the conducting of this Divine service.

But we must now consider how the minister does his purt of the public
worship. That he may do this with effect, it is necessary that he should be
able to read the Psalms that are sung in an intelligiblo and impressive way,
Slovenliress in this matter is both sinful and inexcusable. The direct worship
of prayer is, however, that with which he has most to do. In this we finda
great variety of manner, as doubtless there is a great variety of spirit. There arn
somo who, by anaturally lively temperamont sanctified and refined by gifts of
grace, can {)our out their souls to God in a rich affluence of appropriaie expres
sions, which, with a sweet attraction,draw out the affections of the people in
sacrifice to God. This is a blessed unction and not to be obtained in any cass
without much secrot devotion and spiritual meditation. There are, however,
others not less evangelical than these, whose prayers are yot neither so earnest
nor so powerful, but who nevertheless might add much to the simplicity and
force of tucir services by adopting suitable methods. The long and ramblin
prayers which may sometimes be heard from Presbyterian pulpits show a
want of consideration on the part of the minister, and are enough to drive out
both the spirit and the form of devotion from the congregation. A minister
has no cxcuse for extemporary rambling, and confusion of thought or poverty
of expression. These are the sure indications of want of prepuration.  Extem:
pory prayer, so called, is not necessarily unprepared either as to its style or
matter. On the contrary, from its very nature it requires for its effective per
formance a preparation of heart and mind which the reading of fixed forms
renders unnccessary, and hence its value as a mode of worship. No systemis
however so liable to abuse as this. Ithasno cloak to hide that which is defective
init. Itsinfluence good or bad immediately acts upon the circle of worshippen
Upon the minister therefore a solemn responsibility rests in the exercise of
public prayer. Long and lengthy prayers are unquestionably a weariness to the
flesh, People cannot keep their minds fixed upon them. After the first fivs
or ten minutes, even the most devout feol it difficult to follow the speaker, and
hence the minister is left to a large extent to do all the praying himself. Ht




