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-of Grand Lo4ges. In many respects
thoa is a ýerfèot Éarisllel between
G-andt Lodges and divil governments

sooiety, an tatthr exiet i ta
aut]iorlty capable of commanding ail the
riembers, of * ving theni laws, and of coni-
pelling those Who refuse to, obey.'

"Grand Lodges perferma for the
fraternity what civil governments
eerforma for their nations. The civil
governuient makes civi laws, judges
oconcerning, violations of them, ana
exeoutes them upon its me mbers ana
those under its authority. A4 Grand
Lodge makes masonie 1awg, -judges in
the Iast resort concerniug violations
of thein, and executes them upon its
inembers, and those under its anither-
ity. Grand Lodges wîth subordinates
and their mienibers are, masonie
nations. AUl nations agree that

Il'Nations or states are'bodies poditio,
scietea cf orumen unitedi fogether for the
pjurpose, of promoting their mutual safety
an« 4dvautage by the joint effeuts, cf their
cômnbinea streDgth.'

i~Whab,.from, the history and obj ecte
of 'Grand 1àodges, are their relations
to each other?

"Tirýe- same question lias arisen in
reference to, nations. With nations,
as -with Grand Lodges, there je ne
superior tribunal by whioh questions
between themi can be autlioritatively
,ecided. Bat. there is a 'Law of
Nîations' aplièable to civil goveru-
mepts te àetermine their relations te
each other.

«,But the crigin and object of
G~rand Lodges being eo similar te, the

oenina objecte cf civil .govern-
ment lu nations$ ve .8y learn some-
thing ofÉthe relations of Grand Lodgesý
to each other, by ooniderine wrat,.
by the Lawz of Nations, thre rêlations
of natiàn s aré t ecdioer

"tis held by ail wniters on Inter-
national Law, that ini addition te thre
vbluntary iaws' of nations, arising
fiarm -Aheir presumed. censent-thé
4oi1veütionoi, anising frein an express

coonsent-and the customary, arieingr
frein a tacit consent-there is beàidça
the- necessary law of nations, whioh
ie the Iaw of natiire applied te States.

Il -We ea that, thre neepssary law of
nations, which, consiets in the application
cf thre Iaw cf nature te nations. It -Là
necessary becanse nations are absoIutey
bouud te observe it.'

"If thre Iaw cf nature itel if imposes
certain duties upon nations in regardl
te each other, certainly the masonie
law and law of nature impose ne leoi;
on Gzand Lodges ini their relations
toecd other.

"One cf these '1neoessary Iaws of
nations' is, that ail nations axe
naturally equal, free and indepen-
dent cf cach other.

$1'Since mon are naturaLy equal and, a,
perfect equality prevaile in their rigirte anif
obligations as equaily proceeding front
nature, nations coimposed cf mien and:con-
sideredl as se'many îree Parlions living toi-
gether, in. a state cf nature, are naturally
equal, and inherit from, nature thre samo
oblightions àahd rigirto.'

411t cannot be doubted that for
similar reasons Grand Lodges are
equal, free and independont cf each
other. The Gratnd 'Lodge of Dola-
ware, .withi lie few subordinates, is
thre equal, as a Grand Lodge, cf +hé
Grand Lodge cf Nýew York with lier
hundredii of subordinatos. Thé"Grantd
Lodge cf Kansag, yet scarcely tLce
yeairs old, le the equal cf tlie Granit
Lodge cf Massachusetts, whiohli ~as
diffnsedl nasonio ligit for nearly a,
century.

$rit la aise a «necessary Ian' of
nations,' that each nation shouli là
left in thre peaceable enjoymnent ot
that liberty which she inherits from

'Nat9ns3 being free ana iudpenaent. of
ch.other, in thre sanie mçasuer as mnez

are naturally free and independent, "h
secondl general law of -theiz Society is, thc.t
eaoh nation sirould be left.in the peaqleable
enJoymnt cf that.liberty -whiohî sire in-
hirits froni nature. T hé natural Society of
nations cannot sttbsist, unless thenatal
rights cf eaèh.be duly respectea.,

tilt requires no argument te provo
that if 'nature imposes tis ian' on
nations, the prmneiples en whÎch Ma-
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