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Hugh de Parale, Iratid Prior of edge of the ecdlfld, tànd, 1faishg ,hie
France, and the Giand Prior of Ac- vuiCO,, olàfiea, 1It 'is but jtigt Utt,
quitain. The Pope had reserved to in thiig térrible day, and i- the 1aàt
himself the cognizaixce of their case, niMnents of my life, I shCuld èxpdéý
but ultimately devoivedl it on a com- the iniquity of fftlsehoodl, and make
mission, which me. at the Frerich tiruth. to triumph.ý 1 dsclare, then,*iù
capital. An earneat desire was en- the face of Hleavén and earti -ana to
tertained by the persecutors, ihat my own eterrnti cÔniftsion and shame,
these illustrions Kuiglits, W~ho wete that I have committed the greatest of
the dignitaries of their ýOrder, should crimes; but it has been only in
adhere to the partial confessions acknowledging that the âtrocions
which the terrors of the rack had ex- charges so implacably urgea against
torted fromn them. Ail Ohristendoma the Order to which 1 belong, have a
shuddered at the fires which burned shadow of justice. i made that con-
in every corner of the French terri- fession to suspend, the tortures of the
tory; and the Pope and Xing were rack and mollify xny persecutors. I
co-ùsequently ftfxious to justify, by know that this recaintation will sub-
irrefutable testimony, the implacable jeot me to new torments; bnt thé
pertinacity with 'which they had fol- horrible sight they now offer to iny
lo-wed up the work of proscription. It eyes, cannot intimidate me to confirm
was determined to mitigate the pun- my first departure from truth, by a
ishment of the -four prisoners to per- Second lie. Life bas already become
petual imprisoument-if sucli a doom thateful to me, and, on a condition se
may be cailed a mitigati3-n-provided infamous, 1 scorn to retain it. What
they adhered to their former confes- good purpose wuuld it serve me, to,
sions; ana under an impression purchase a few miserable days by a
that the populace of Paris required confirmation of the blackest calura-
the moat incontestable assurance that nies3?"
so many Templars bail not been hur-1 The persecuted, Knight would have
ried to the gyrave without just and spoken more, but it was deemed
potent reasoiis, it was resolved that politic to interrupt him. Guy, Grand
the Grand Master and bis compan. Ilrior of Normandy, made his recan-
ions in misfortune should make a itation in the same solemu and forcible
public declaration. A scaifold was 1 uanner; and they were both burned
erected in front of the Cathedral alive in a slow fire the sarae day, on
Ohurch, on which the prisoners were the very spot which bas been adorned,
exposed in sight of a pile of faggots, in modern times, 'with a statu~e of
wbicb, they were given to uifderstand, Hrenry the Fourth.
was to consume them in case they The Grand Master met àeiath with
recantedl. An elaborate oration was the spirit of a martyr. Hie repeated
then made by one of their judges, in: bis protestations as to the innocence
which bie dwelt with mucli bitterness' of bis Order; but admitted thxat hie
on the abominations which had dis- deserved to suifer for baving, in a
graced the Order; and when it con. moment of human weakness, malign.
cluded they were called upon to re- 1 ed it.
new, in the hearing of the multitude, Thus died the last of the Templars
the confession of their crimes and er - -those dauntless8 warrior-monks,
rors. The Priors of France and Ac. whose banner had for two cènturieà
quitain, intimidated at the prospect been always foremost in Paynim war,
of the Btuke, obeyed; but when it and *ho, hiad they not been caught,
came 'to -the Grand Master's turm to. as Fuller- 'ays, like liong in a'nt
speak, thàt 'iEgnaniiÈôtt XRnight,) would, instead of being tamoly junt-
shakin2g his chains, ad\'anced with a ed down, have made good their part
countenance fuli- ofresolution to the Jagaimst aàIl thë power of Frandé.


