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THE MYSTERIES OF FREEMASONRY,.

Show.ng from the Origin, Nature and Object of the Rites aud Ceremonics of Remote Antiquity,their
Identity with the Order of Modern Free-Masonry.

COMPILED FROM AUTHENTIC SOURCES BY R. W, BRO. OTTO KLOTZ,

*1f cit nnstances lead me, T will find
Where Trath is hid, though it were hic indeed !
Within the centre, —SHAKESI'EARE.

[Continued.]

THE SECRET SOCIETIES OF ANCIEXT SCANDINAVIA.

About fifty years ago before the Christian era, the Roman common
wealth had arrived at the summit of its power; its last formidable
enemy, Mithridates, had fled before the victorious army of Pompey and
sought refuge and new means of resistance in the forests of Scythia.
He succeeded in raising a large force, but the men, being ill armed and
without discipline, were forced to yield to the genius of Pompey, and
some of them were compelled to serve in the victorious army. Of thisg
number was one named Siggo, who afterwards became known as Odin,
the great Mystagogo of the North.

The degrading position he was obliged to occupy stung him to the
depth of his soul; he fled into the wilderness, the idea of revenge being
his supreme thought. Ile ran from nation to nation, exciting the peo-
ple by his wonderous cloquence and the indefatigable zest with which
he propagated the religion of which he now claimed to be the minister,
IIe assumed the name of Odin, who was the supreme god of the Tue-
tonic nation.

Siggo or Odin was the chief of the JTsir, whose ceuntry must have
been between the Pontus Euxinus and the Caspian Sea.  Their princi-
pal city was Asgard.

Odin, having united under his banner the youth of the neighboring
nations, marched towards the north and west of Europe, subduing all
the people he found in his passage and giving them to one of his sons.,
After having settled his government, he directed his course towarde
Scandinavia, passing through Cimbria, now Iolstein and Jutland.—
These provinces made him noiesistance. He passed to Iunen, founded
the city of Odensee, and extended his power to all the north. He sub-
dued the rest of Denmark, passed into Sweden, which he acquired with-
out difficulty, and established at Sigtuna (a city now destroyed situate
near the present city of Stockholm) a supreme council composed of
twelve judges or pontiffs. Their business was to watch over the public
weal, to distribute justice to the people, to preside over the new worship
and instruct the people therein, and to preserve faithfully the religions
secrets which Odin had deposited among them. Ie established there
the sacred mysterics, by the influence of which Scandinavia began to live
a new life, emerge from obscurity, and gainéd a name and place in
history.

Odin resembled in many particulars Orpheus the Thracian ; like him,
QOdin is described as the most pursuasive of men, nothing could vesis.
the force of his words. Ho was also a great poet, the prince of magi-
«cians, and the inventor of the runic characters (an alphabet of sixteen
letters). Odin, after having finished his glorious achievements, and
feeling his end drawing near, assembled his friends, in whose presence



