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UNIVERSITY OF McGILL COLLEGE.

Princi‘;ml woro delivered by His Honor, Liout,-Governor Archibald, l
Mr. W. J. Stairs, and Dr. Allisun, Superintendent of Education. | .
The Herald gives tho following ubstract of the remarks of tho last| Since the last issue of the SciooL Jour~arL the procecdings in
named gentleman ;— connection with tho closo of tlio rucent session of this justitution

After o humorous introduction ho discussed the proposition that, havotaken place. Hon, Mr, Justics McKay of Montreal, presided on
¢ knowledge is power," iu relation to collcgiate edueation, holding that thegecasion and thoro wasalarge attendanco of thoalumai. Principal
much of the literary lumber stored away in tho garret of the snemory | Dawson, LL.D., C.M.G., in hisreport of the session, referred to the
was powerless as anything well coulid be. Yo claimed that tF  alone | numbor of degrees in tho course granted at the close of this session, 75
was true knowledgo by whose acquisition potw-r gonerated—po' ¢ to do, in all, and to the attendance of students, which liad been 374, in-

what otherwise could not be done.  To thus test all our school of learn.
ing and colleges must submit. Do your graduates exhibit exccutive
capactty of intollect, power to use their mental faculties with a réadiness
aud vigor which testify to the training which they bave received ? He
uged tho tevm power inno narrow physical or mechanical sense. Thought
is really the highest kind of action. ~ The age, however, wus past which
was satisfied to concoivo of knowledge as simply a treasure stored away,
to be drawn forth from its receptacle for enjoyment merely from time to
timo as n cow chews her cud, or a clcrg{man with quiet conscience
smokes his pipe. Our ago zets value chiclly on that knowledge which
is in rclation to the activitics of man’s nature, inspiring, directing, and
controlling them. Ho vindicated the universitics of the Middle Ages
from charges sometimes brought against themr. The best of them in
their Lrightest days were not mere schools of philsophy and theology,
but great scats of learning, in thorough sympathy with theiwr age, and
teaching ambitious young men whatover thoy required to learn to fit
them for consvicuous stations. He considered at somo lengthi-the Arts
of our colleges, deeming that they fucnish an adimnirvable scheine of studics
for generic mental cultaro when naturally and logically pursued. He
doplored the fact that so many young meon entered college in an unpre-
pared stato and therofore failed to derive real benefit from the studies

ursued. He was glad that the question of higher education was

cing discuesed amoxtg us. It was not for him to predict tho issue. On
80 important a question it was desirablo that public opinion should be
well developed bofore educational roform should be practically attempted.
Dissenting from the criticism of Mr. Blake, he thought Mr. Gladstone
was quite right in considering it important to know whether a given
question was or wasnot ‘‘within_the range of practical politics.” ~The
period of discussion and formative opinion naturally precedes that of
act on. In conclusion, Dr. Allison exhorted the young men graduating
to remember that they now belonged to the republic of letters and to
take Ne quid republica detrimenti caperet s their motto. Lot them look
at the future with hope, faith, and courage.

THE NEW ROYAL ACADEMY.

The Marquis of Lorno signalized the earlier part of his régime here
by establishing a Canadian Academy of Arts and he has just made
an attempt to signalize the latter part of it by establishing a Royal
Academy of Literature and Science. It remains to be seen yet
whether the Acadomy of Art will take root in Canadian soil, fash-
ioned, as it is, on the lines of an ancient institution in England;
but it is safe to predict that the now Royal Academy will be a con-
spicuous failure. Such organizations cannot be called successfully
into being by the fiat of any one. There must bo a field and a felt
want for them or,they will die of inanition. Wehavein this country
several learned associations of a voluntary character but they have
each a raison d'etre and the new Academy has nono.

The first meeting took placo at Ottawa a few days ago when the
various sections met separately for organization, reading papers,
discussions, &. The sections are four in number as follows :—-(1)
Freach literature; (2) Eunglish literature; (3) Mathematical, Physi-
cal, and Chemical Science; and (4) Biological Science.  The preo-
ccedingsof the general meeting commenced with an address from His
Excellency which was followed by papers from Sheriff Chauveau of
Montreal and Dr.Dawson of Mctill College. The following gentle-
men were clected officers of the Society for the current year:—

President, J. W. Dawson, C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S. ; Vice-Presi-
dent, Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau, LL.D.; Hon. Secretary, J.
Bourinot, F.R.S. ; Hon. Trcasurer, Dr. Grant of Ottawa.

The next meeting of the Royal Society will bo held i May 1883

In the Biological section the following officers have been elected :
President, Dr.” Selwyn ; Vice-Prerident, Dr. Lawson; Sceretary,
J. F. Whiteaves,

In the Physical>Scienco section:—President, Dr. Sterry Hunt;
Vice-President, Mr, Carpmael of Toronto Observatory; Sccretary,
Prof. Cherriman. . .

In the French section:—President J. M. Lemoine ;. Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Faucher de St Maurice; Secrotary, Benjamin Sulte.

In tho English section:—President, Dr. Wilson of Torento;
Vico-President, Goldwin Smith, M. A, ; Secretary, Geo. Stowart Jr.

.

i dopendently of students of affiliated colleges.
. referred to the approaching completion of the Poter

Tho learned principal
Redpath
muleum, to be opened on the veeasion of the visit of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, in August.  This
would give the University for tho first time satisfactory accommoda.
tion ard means of study for its classes in natural science. It would
also give the University the means of mding the higher cducation
of women wmore cflfectually. A less agreeable mattor was the
financial depression from which the University had been sufferin,
owing to the diminution in the income from investmonts. This ha
been met by retrenchments. A public appeal for assistance had so
far resulted in an addition to Mr. W, C. McDonald's munificent
gift for scholarships, in asum of about §206,000 added to the endow-
wment fund, and annual subscriptions to the amount of about $5,000.
The Univewsity, however, could not nuder present circumstaunces
tako its proper position without an addition of at least $150,000 to
its endowments. Heoasked that this should be given within this, the
fiftieth year of the University, so that it might commencoe its second
half century with renowed lifo and vigor. Ho closed with a fow
wox;i]s tof congratulation and advice to tho new graduates and
students. :

ONTARIO SOCIETY OF ARTISTS.

The annual oxhibition of the Ontario Society of Artists, held
during the month of May, was this year fully up to tho average in
all the departments. This Society hag, sinco its inauguration some
sixteen o~ seventeen years ago, done an excellent work in this
country, In reality it embraces in its mombership eminent artists
all over the Dominion and ought to have been a Dominion society.
Had it assumed to accupy the whole ficld in name as well asin
reality the Canadian Academy of Arts would probably never have
been organized ; and, on the other hand, had the Ontario Society
not paved tho way the other would not have been as yot a possibility.

All teacher~ who happen to bein a position to visit Toronto durin
the exhibition period would do well to call cach year and see it. It
is difticult to estimate the amount of art edugation whieh might in
this way be diifused, for » growing acquaintance with works of art
is in itself an importaut means of cducating the observer. The
School of Design, which has hitherlo been carried on under the
auspices of the Society is to be transferred to the Department of
Education. This iustitution has not yet been long enough in ex-
istence to produce any marked results, but good work has been
done in it for some yosts past, and the training thus imparted can-
not fail to have a decided effoct on future exhibitions .as woll as
on the application of decorative art to manufactures.

VICTORTA UNIVERSITY—-COMMENCEMENT WEEK.

During the thigd week of May the annual commencemont exer-
cises of the University of Victoria College camo off with even more
than tho usual éelat at Cobourg. Theso exerciscs are always of a
varied character, Commencement being at Victoria much more of a
‘¢ ved-letter” season than it is in any other college in the Dominion.

G. | Tho inauguration of the proceedings took place on the ovening of

Sunday the 14th of May, when the Rev. Dr. Stovenson of Montreal
preached an eloguerc bacea laureate sermon on *¢ The Tdeal in Life,”
and President Nelles gave the farowell address and counsel to the
gruduating class. It 18 needless to say that both offorts were of n
high order of merit both intellectually and morally. On Monday
aftornoon Dr. Stevenson delivered a puhlic lecturer on *John
Milton” to a crowded audience in *‘Alumni Hall” and in the even-
ing tho Literary Society gave in tha'same place a varied intellectual
and musical entertainment, On Tuesday afternoon there was also
o meeting of the ** Theological Unjon” at which an able papei on
‘“The Certainties of steligion” was read by the Rev. J. A. Williama,

D.D. On Wednorday afternoon the annual meeting of the Science



