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PRAOTICAL EDUCATION IN RURAL SOHOOLS.

Mû. EDITO,-Il teaching Geography, do w#3 not duescond too
much te a dctailed and particular knowledge of tienaiesof places.
I once met a toachor who told me that his scholars could tell all the
principal towns of Europe and tlcir distance fromî the Metropolis,
meaning tho City of London. Another, that his scholars know ail
the bays and capes around that little crooked poninsula down iat
Halifax, and perhaps ene could bc founid whose schuolars could eu-
morate al the townships in the Province of Oulario. IR it not
enough for a pupil to have a general cnowledgo of the Dominion at
large, aindi a minute knowledge Of his own Provinco, including the
county and county towns, and the townships of his own county ?
Sone teachers toaci the counties of QuebLe, Now Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, and even of Great Britain and Ireland. Is this necos-
sary i is it desirable i

Again, I would ask arc we practical enough in the teaching of
Arithmotie? I think we are not. Indeed, it is diflicult to be se
under the present state of things. Look at our authorized Elo.
montary Arithmoctic ; fractions almost froin the beginninîg te the
end. Who does net know what a practical and elonentary exor-
cise the 52ndis 1 How a book ino this can be called an Elenentary
Arithnetic, is a niattor of astonishinient. I supposo that it was
considered that all our young Canadians wvere goiig te bu banîker4
stock-brokers or philosophera; and that their elenentary tramning
should commence uipon these things. The fault is not in keeping
up such a high standard of Arithmetic for thoso whio have th tiiîe
and ability, but in forcing this unpractical work into our Public
Schools, te the detriment of many of our pupils vho will nover
have the tine nor the opportunity to maie use of it. Our great

nai should be especially im schools i the rural districts, to teach
what is likely to be practically useful te the great bulk ni our
schools. Now the fact is, in rural schools tho teacher vho wisles
to fit his scholars for the ordinary business of life has to leave the
book and invent such questions ns tlie price -of a load of grain, or a
pile of lumber, or a stick of tiuber, or a patch of land.

We ara set t teach and te train all our scholars as if thcy vere
designed for the High School, the College, or the University ;
aping at fitting thom for Collego and high hfe, while we are in a
measure unfitting thein for t - ordinary wçalks uf life, that most of
them wili inovitably have to follow.

Our Public School education should be finished and completa in
itsolf. The higher schools and professions have their curriculum ;
doctors, lavyers, and teacher' al have a standard by which to
judge whether or not they are fit for the business of lie. But the
farmer's son, where is his curriculum ? He miay stunble out of
school at any moment without his diplonia. He nay not be fitted
even te discharge the ordinary duties of a citizen.

I many lure make a renark about the much talked et compulsory
clause. If tlhe Governnuent would lay a disability upon overy man
wo did not know how to rend and write, by not allowing him to
vote at any clection, thre would not be many in one year vho
would not know how te do both. If the younug mon and woni mI
were net alloved to marry until they could sign their own naines
and read the Government proclamations, such a dis.bilhty would
bu botter than all the compulsory clauses on the statute book.

Yours truly, R. LEoTE.

COLLECTION OF SCHOOL RATES UNDER THE NEW ACT.

To the Editur of the Canada School Journal.

Siîi,-Since 1850 Rural School Trostees have had the right te
collect schon rates by warrant under their own hand and seal, or,
at their option, te apply te a Township Council te do se for theni.
As a general rule they performed this duty themselves.

Prom 1850 te 1871, the only restriction imposed upen trustees
(as to the collection of school moneys) was, that it the annual
school meeting they had formally te subnit the questipn to the
election, as to how the necessary moneys for " current expenses'"
of the year should be.raised-whether by " rate bill" upon parents
or by "school rate " upon property. The saine question liîd Alsc
to bo proposed by thein in regard te ail expenditures on " capital
account." This was usually done at a special school meeting cll.
cd for that purpose ; but the question submitted was genierally
varied from that proposed in regard te "current expenses." i:
was as te whether the money required for expenditure on "Iapita]

account" should bu raised by loan, or by rate upon property.
The rate bill plan vas rarely proposed for sucli :ependiture, as it
would cither provo very burdensome uîpoI parents, or bu entirely
inadequate. In case a lovn was decided upon, tho trustees wero
required to apply to the Township Couneil for autlhority to effect
the loan upon the credit of township debenttres iseuod by tho
Council. When a rate on proporty was authorized by the school
meeting the trustees genorally placed its collection in the hands of
the Council.

In 1871, Free Scho'ols vere established ; compulsory oducation
in a restricted form was a1ithorized, and tho trustees wore in con-
sequienco required " to provido suitable accomniodation " for the
school children in their section or division. The whole subject of
raising monovs for all purposes, morcorer, vas left in thoir hands,
as the elected school ropresentatives of the ratepayers, so that they
could have nu excuse for noglecting to see that facilities were dul)
provided for the education of ail the children of school age under
their jurisdiction.

I have ina late publietion*posted out ail of the recent changes
in the " Revisod School Law." In it I have also fully explained,
among other things, the effect of the at·.rat',on in the law relating
to the collection of school rates in the rural sections. In this com-
munication, theso changes nay be briefly summarized as follows:

1. -IN REGARD TO nU RAL SCItoOLs.
1. Current Expenzses.-All rates for the current oxpenses of a

school section nmust now bu raised b: Vie Tovnship Council alone,
upon the estimiate and requisition of the trustees. The assent of
a school mneeting is not i ecessary to this levy.

2. Capital elccouti.- All expenditure on capital account (and
tlie nature of it) must 1 authorized by tho ratepayers. Hving
obtaindecl'that assent, tii. ownship Council can be compelled to levy
te necessary rate, upon the reqîisition of the trustees.

II.-SCHOOLS IN CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES.
From 1850 to 1879, Municipal Conicils iii cities, towns, and

villages were required to raiso rates for aIl school purposes ipon
the estiniate and requisition of the trustees. The law is iualtered
in regard to rates for " current expendituro ;" but, under th' Act
of 1879, the Conneil can, by a twu-tlirds vote, deciiie tu levy rates
for expenditure on "capital accotîunt." In such a case, however,
the Conticil catn bu compelled by the trustees t) subiit a by-law on
the subject for the concurrence of the ratopayor., and be govorned
accordingly.

Toronto, May, 1879. J. GEORGE MonOINS.

Ex panatory Notes on the Changes in tho " Rov'sed School I aw," caused
bv ti Supnlenentary School Act of 1879, by J. Gdorgo Hodgius, )L.D. Price
25 cents. Copp, Clark & Co. and Adam Mer & Co., Toronto.
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