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of admissian, morcover, is low, rnd the
emoluments of the teacher are conscquently
poor. How to mect and deal with these de-
fects, as well as to readjuct the programme
of stulies to the common-sense views to
Which the public mind is now returning, calls
for the action af an able and Inrge-minded
administrator.  The lack of thoroughness of
teaching In clementary subjects, amd the
time misspent in studies of a fanciful and im-
practical character, nlso demand attention. It
is more and more clear that we must be satis-
fied with a less ombitivus education, and
what is taught should bear better fruit.  The
forcing system applied to all and sundry 1s
assuredly bad. It is of advantage ncither to
the pupil nor to the country. It were better
to have a lower and more level degree of
culture, and let that be sound and not arti-
ficial. Even in a college education there is
much of the latter. We miss the fondness of
learning for ts own sake, and there i+ too
much of that whichtends to create a prejudice
against hunest labour and to erect artificial
sutial distinctions.  Education will naturally
clevate the sphers of a man, but n should
aiso elevate his work. It should be the
aim of wducation, that the farmer shall be-
come a more scientific one, and the mechanic
one-of greater skill—not that either should be
other than he is. It is the weak point of our
school system that too many of the popula-
tion who receive its benefits are educated out
of the sphere to which they socially belong.
Such-a course withdraws from the class their
picked men and choicest leaven —too often,
alas, without improving their condition.
These, and such like problems, are fast be-
coming the questions of the time. Would
that we had a man to deal with them!

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

THe current numbet of var contemporary,
the Canada Sthoo! Yournal, which advertises
** Powerful Educational Essays 1" (though it
promises rothing in the way uf grammatical
or orthegraphically-correct ‘ones) as an at-
tractive feature uf the publication, has a
flattering and, we suppuse we are expected to
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The Canada Educattonal Monthly.

say, powerful obituary notice of the Central
Commitiee, whoac demise the Minister of
FEducation has just determined on.  The de-
cision of Mr. Crooks officially to wipe out of
exiatence the Central Committec, ns at pres-
ent constituted, we may safely hazard the
slatement, is no act of his own volition, or
rather of his own suggesting.  The truth is,
it has heen forced upon him by the seandal
created by the acts of some of the members
of the Committee, and is obviously & political
stratagem to ward off aggressive criticism at
the appronching session of the Local Legis.
latare.  No doubt our legislators will see Mr.
Crooks's mutive in its proper light, and will
not allow him to escape censure for the poli-
tical partizanship which held his hand from
the decapitation of the offending Committee.
men when regard for official propiiety, in-
tegrity of conduct, and the purity of the edu-
cational administration of the Province called
for instant and summary action.  In the
Sthaol Fournal article, which consists mainly
of a pitecus appeal for the diversion of the
expectant stream of publi¢ gratitude towards
the advisory body of the Minister, rather than
towards the Minister himself, we are told, as
an excuse for the long reterdtion in office of
the Central Committee, ‘that it was nécessary
for the due compietion of important changes™
(in the educaftional system) * that the same
hands should ¢arry on the work from fitst to
last.  Any change in the personcdlt® (sic) of
the Central Committee,” it is added, *‘would

® The unfamiliar form of this word, in the sense,
at least in which it is used, will be no surpnse
to qur readers who are acquainted with the ortho-
graphic comnages and_the rlayful eccentricities in
spething, wlﬂck are >0 eminefuly characteristic of vur
comcmpumret. Lt occurs to us, however, teask if the
* Directung $ind,” when he peuned the article, which
we take tube hig, imagined that the word todk un a
feminine termination and was proper to be usad s ap-
plied tox body which we have an idea he wished to
represent 1o the ¢oming htatorianr as a female con-
clave, and thus fasten upon the.other sex tne disgrace
whichi hai falten upon the Commirtee under the pres-
ent educatonal reginre. However this may be, the
‘shaky spelling * in the artile iudicates the hun-
ations of gemus, and snggests that as Nature has
drawn the une of economy of gifts, in the case of -
the Senior Inepecror, aiu orthography, Euglish as
well as French. 1t is folly to continue to kntrust the
examinat un of the schools 1 @ ¢subjects toan In-
spector who, of anythung, 1s a speciatist, and who, par-
ticularly 1n the more practycal depariraents of educa-
tiun, is signally lacking m that broad gereral culture
50 exsential to the efficient discharge of the duties of
one holding his position.



