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iron it, but vill stand hilling; the larger the
plant grows, the moe dangerous to plov so
clUse as to Lut the 1 uilit the side Louts supply
the bianclhis and bdlbs- After the l1h Of Au-
gist tue plant nst Le cultihated nio more; must
bc left uantouched.

The Pods are ripe when th.y el-gre color
fromn a piagret n to a d4î k green al yellow.
On pressing a pod it wdll split, w lien ipe ; they
ought to be gathered before they sphit open.
Squecze a pod open, and, with the t humnb and
forefinger of une hard, seize the salk nhere it
joins tie bottom of tie pod. and the thumb and
forelinger of the other baud, naki,n a circular
sweep ; all the seeds are detached at one an Cep,
leaving the richest mass ofsatiney silk; the seeds
to be thrown in one saek, the satin or silc in
another. I have been piecise in my directions,
entertaining the most explicit confidence that
the silk ean entirely supersede the cotton plant.
Ils fibre or staple is longer and firnier, and of a
gloss no silk or satin can match. During ten
years I have pianted cotton in Yazoo, Mississip-
pi valley. My brand was sought by the Liver-
pool and Manchester specilator, and brought
the highest prices; and on that practical ex-
perience I ground ny convictions with regard
to the Silk Weed, and, as a Canadian, I feel a
donbi- irterest toward its sucecess for Her Ma-
jesty's Government. I shall be happy on all
occasions to convey to your Excellency any fur-
ther information that may be required, and in.
close you a few more seeds, and remain your

Most obedient servant,
(Signed), FREDERIc W. HART, M. D.

' Who knows but this fibre plant, Silk
Weed or Asclepias, may, fron its hardiness,
eossiness and fibrous texture, yet take the place

of cotton, which could not grow in Canada, lying
so far north as it does. But this plant, borne
from the heights of the Rocky Mountains, may
find a more congenial home in the less rigorous
climate of Canada.

Cotton.

'Editar of the Canadian Agriculturist.
'Si,

The " Leader" of this day's date con-
tains an interesting notice, transcribed from
the biingston Whig," of a plant sent from
the Rocky Monntains by Dr: Hart to Lord
LyoIIs, and which, it is suggested, may be
grown in Canada, and prove a substitute for
theGossypium herbaceum or " cotton-plant."

The plant in question has been pronounced
by the Secretary of the Botanical Society of
Canada to be an Asclepias; and is denomin-
at.," a new fibre plant."

.A few, additional obsqrytions respeting-
thisplant may not be uninteresting to yoúr

hea csrs. ..
TheAsclepias, so called afterzEsculapius-

the former name being Greek, thelater, Iai
-belongs to the Milkweed fanilly. The ,
thor of the article on Botany in the EdinbugEncyclopedia divides this family into ai
species, Johnson ai Paxton into .3, 1
Gray into 22. the plant referred to is by
means a new plant, if it is, as I apprehenä
to be, the Jsc1epias Syriaca, for it was k
as a nati v e of North Aierica in the year l
The "Low er Canadians" are, I beleve, 
acquainte d with it, and are accustomed tora
the Spring shoots as an esculent, and tostd
their beds with the cotton concealed witi
its pods. This cotton is, as described inl
Ilart's communication, Of the softest po.iw
texture, and bas, in consequence, beencalle

Virginia Silk." In the Edinburgh Enqcd
pædki but twohabitats of the plant arc a*m.
-Virginia and Astracan. Of the 36 spvi
described by Paxton, 24 arc natives ofNo
America, and 26 are harOy.

There is one of these Milkweeds, Ase•
tuberosa, the Pleurisy-root, with vhose be'
fuil bright-orange umbellate blossoms the ,
habitants of Peterboro' are doubtless farnilin
and others of the same family may befound
our neighborhood.

I imagine that there would be no difical
in cultivating the Silkweed in Canada, b
sowing the seeds in a very liglt soil and gir
ing thei pleanty of room; but whether
cultivation would eventuate in the benefi
result anticipated by Dr. Hart is anot
question, and one more difficult of soluti
The experiment nay be at all events worth
trial. Sugar, if I mistake not,has been ai
factured fron its blossoms.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant.

V. CLEmn.
Peterboro', June 23, 1862.

[If the plant referred to in the foregoing
munications is the common milk weed, so
known as a. troublesome weed in many y
of Canada, as we are inclined to suppose it
be, from Dr. Hart's description, any es
tions of its proving valuable for manufacta'
purposes will, in our opinion, certainly bef
fallacious. The silk, though beautiful to
at, has no more strength or tenacity of
than thistle down, and we doubt its belag
much more value for-any useful purpose.-

(ne plant of thewild car.ot,(Damucuiifrd
havicg 600-flowers and'twoseedst eacbifia
gives 1;200 seeds.

One plant of, the WJld parpi
satira)giveathe sam6ras:thiabw.


