146

they were indebted to him, he would have been
a loser but for this draft.

You may suppose that I started with as little
delay as possible for Bristol. I arrived there
on the Ist of April, 1808, and thus terminated
an absence of three years and eight months.
In two years and six months from the time of
my departure, the owners were in receipt of
the proceeds of the voyage, which resulted in a
clear profit of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS.

I have now reached the end of my story;
but before I lay down my pen, let me say a
word more of the friends mentioned in the pre-
ceding pages. I continued in the Russian trade,
in which I had made so successful a beginning,
and returned to St. Petersburg in 1809. It so
happened that I found Dr. Langsdorff and Lieu-
tenants Schwostoff and Davidoff there. The lat-
ter two gentlemen, since we last met, had been
engaged in the war with Sweden, and had be-
come honorably distinguished. While I was
visiting the Doctor, they came over to pass an
evening with us, and we sat talking of old times
until two in the morning. They then started
for their own lodgings, which were on the
other side of the river. Langsdorff and myself



