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ner party?
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is told of the famous Madame
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Weather Lore.

love for your dower.
jved to your woe,
pu’'ve staked all and lost,
Rppiness won. i
fou’d best stayed a ma.id
e world’'s at your feet:
, cat and- dog.

ross seag to. sail.

, hearts drift asunder..
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ps a woman young; and: tresh.
Chesser.

neath the héaven-
und, or God -has x&ven.
pul so sweet away
g, mystic sway.
the bliss above,
pirit -all to love.
—James - 'HOR.

Is Good?
gl good?”
using mood,

law ' court;
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wise man;
i the fool;
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the ‘dreamer;
e ‘sage;

soldier
geer.

pt, full sadlys:
is ‘not_here.”

y bosom,
heard:
ds the secret:
ithe word.”

~-Janies Boyle O'Reﬂb’
the step of Morning, ™ "
D across the dowans,
the Sun’s gold rising,
llages and the towns, .
he step of the Evenln‘
longs for rest;
er task accomplished,
e glowing West:
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how little changed’

e we met?’

we bave hagl’
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CURRENT TOPICS

When,-about twenty-five years ago, settlers from
stern Canada and Great Britain began to go into
Red River Settlements in what is now the :rich
province of Manitoba it was not believed that any of
the prairie region except that near the United States
Boundary line was fit for farming. It is naw known
that the climate in the Peace River Valley and along
the North Branch of the Saskatchewan is well suited
for the growth of wheat and other grain. It is to this
northern country that immigrants are coming. this
spring and already the farmers have begun to sow
their crops. It is not often that on the prairies the
spring begins &o early. There tae spring is a very
short season, and summer follows winter very quickly.
Every ane in Canada hopés that the wheat crop will
be 'a large one for people everywhere depend on the
farmer for much of their prosperity.

In Europe the hillsides are clothed with vineyards.
THe liftle country of Switzerland is very mountainous
but the industrious people have.planted grapes on the
mountain sides although they had to carry the earth
from the.valleys in which to plant the yines. -Here,
in Victoria, there are grape vines growing in sunny
places but the nights are not warm enough to produce
abundant- crops of the best grapes. Some Gérmans
who visited Nelson believed that the soil and climate
theré ‘is suitable for the growth of the vine and a
number of German vine dressers have taken up land
near the capital.of Kootenay and will pursue their
calling there. It is to be hoped they will be success-
ful. *

The American battleships have reacked San Diego
in Southern California and have been warmly welcom-
ed to the city and the state. A number of sailors and
marines. went ashore and. the school children, to. the
number of three thousand. helped to welcome them.
It was a bright and happy holiday for young and old
in the sunny southern city. After their long voyage
the sailors must have been delighted to be once more
among their own countrymen, and to hear their coun-
try’'s songs sung by sweet childish voices.

There is-to be an-election for president in the fall.
Already preparations are being made to choose can-
didates and: stermy meetings aré being held. "A great
deal of'time 18 taken up by ‘the people of*‘the United
States In selecting their president,”who is a very im-
portant person and possesses much more power than
any oneé man in the British Empire

The Rhades: scholarships-are.being giveén in many
parts of Canada. The young man who gets a 'scholar-
ship can go to the great Univeérsity of Oxford to com-
p‘:ete his educatien. . .Cecil Rhodes, the great South
African. statesman left money so that a certain num-
ber of young men of the Anglo Race, whether living
in the colonies, or in the United States might-have an
opportunity of studying in the oldest seat of learning
in the Empire. - He believed in this way that people
of distant colonies would be drawn closer together
and would love the mother country more dearly. The
young man who wing this scholarship must not only
be a good scholar but & gentleman. gnd _an athlete.
That is, he must be strong in mind, in body and in the
better part still,” which we ¢all soul. To win the
scholarship for the province is someﬁhing worth striv-
x‘g for, |
The fire which destroyed t.he whobe of: the inside
of the Sehl block on: Thursday morning showed that
here was need of more water to put out fires and that
better arrangements. should ‘be made for taking the
g as from a burning byilding. :The bylaw to give
more ‘water-power has y#ésed -andimo doubtythe fire-
en wlll sep that, not onlyvare firés put out speedily,
/at everything passible saved from a burning build-
ing. Victoria has muehito be:thankful:far that the
rlres which broke out during the high wind of Friday
week did not spread. If once a fire had gainéd head-
way in almost any part.of the town on that day noth-
ing could have stopped it

We do not always rememher how muoh we owe to
the bravery and; readiness of the firemen. Although
they make no pretente of being heroes they very of-
ten do herq;g deeds. ¢

Victoria West s bpol is near!y finished and another
somewhere beftween Ahe North Ward and the Central
will be commenged in a short time. Would it not be a
good idea.to give the schools that are opened after
this names that will 40 mare than tell in what part of
the city they. are. .The puipils.of a school should take
a pride ip it and @ Qbodnname is a help.

The greater number" of the striking coal-miners
have returned to work: though there are ‘still:a num-
ber who' cannot get their employers 'to grant their
demands. In Chester, Pennsylvania, the employees on
the tram. cars will neither work themselves nor allow
any one else to do 8o, if they can prevent it. Though
the soldiers have been called in to help the police they
find it hard to open: ‘the line. It is a great pity that
where the ‘convenlénce of @ large number of péople is
concerned as in railroads, telegraphs and such works
some better way. tham a strike could not be found of
settling disputes.. There is no strike which does not
injure others besides the workingmen and the masters
but this:is* espechlly the me ‘with concerns -which' the
publicuse,

It is not often, on this continent, that men are in
danger from wild afnimals,-but on Thursday in River-
side, California, the eléephants of a circus, maddened
with' fear, on. account of an explosion caused by fire
in a coal oil tank, escaped from their keepers and

rushed tarough the town. - One of them ran into a
hotel court-yard and killed 2 woman.
* ———

On Saturday, t}fe 18tH, during a terrible flood caus-
ed by a wind and rain stotm another circus was com-
pletely wrecked and two lions escaped and prowled
about the city frightening still more the already terri-
fled citizens of Cleland, Texas. The floods in the part
of Texas, near Fort Worth stopped the trains.” Tele-
graph and -telephone wires: were broken: down : and
vnaus‘aeonle killed.

i

The.president of the &mth American Repub!lc of
Venezuela has, so It is said, treated Americans and
other foreigners doing business in that country very
badly. The United States has always been . looked
upon by the republics of South Ameriea as .a sort of
protector.’ It Seems now as though the big brother
would have to use force.to teach President Castro, of
Venezuela how to behave. The Spanish Americans of

South and Central America are not fit'to govern them-
om]\ es. Their territory is 'rich and they.have a fine
cl lrrixtatglbut they are, asa rule, ignorant, “indolent ahd
excitable.

—

President Castro says that the courts of the coun-'

try will decide whether the business men, who com-
biain of the government, were cheated or not. 'Until
the decision. g’ given he does not think the President

oT government: of the United Stateés has any right: to

interfere.

erna

How  wery wicked a.nd foolish: men ¢an be is being
shown by people near Medicine Hat in Alberts who
(aI! themselves Dteamm They believe, or pretend to

lieve, that they were fold in dreams to kill their

ieighbors and to burn their houses. If one'man acted
in this way-it would be easy to beliéve he was mad,
but it is strange that such madness should syread
Emong a number:

e 0

The conduct of cuol; people ag’ these. is one of

nany things.that'show how necessary it 4s that chij-
'ff‘n should learn when'they are young the difference
between right and wrong. Nothing ‘that can happen
4 man or woman is m terrible than to believe that
-vil is good add goad W

. Thére is another wm* cloud in the Bast. Robbﬁ-
2nds from Persia entéred Russia, destroyed:property
G carried off phfudm The Russians, as by treaty.

ey had a right w sent soldlers to capture and.

'nish. the offén 4 exramn say that these
S d, not only by . robber
ftuss ia could goon con-.

ier Pensla 4f m other nluom would let her, but

‘m Lunﬂ?‘ g o mél:?; ﬂneﬁwﬁi w amca

it is not likely that she will be allowed to go w wtr
with her little neighbor if the other great powers can
prevent it. 2 3

A terrible railroad accident took place in Melbourne
Australia on Monday. . Two trains crashed into one
another, the cars ht fire and more than forty peo-
ple were killed. Though Anstralia is so far away her

people seem very near to us. They are aur own:Kith
and kin. It is this feeling which holds the Empire to~
gether. J

The little country of Roumania to the north of
Turkey is so far away that we are surprised to hear
that the Standard Oil Company, of the United States,
have been finding a market for their oil there. The
Roumanians, however, do not want the American oil
because they have petroleum wells of their own. It
ig now very hard to find any country in.the world too
distant to make @ market for the productions of an-
other and even:.small-and unimportant events are tele-
grl':phed around the world almost as soon as they take
place. ;

If l.ruit ra,!slng is to be one of the pr!ncipel indus-
tries of the province, British Columbla - ‘boys and girls
eannot.begin. too young:to learn how- best stoscultivate
fruit trees. Every country schoolhouse should have its
garden: and orchard, however small, and ‘the boys
should be able to plant,. prune and graft, and: the girls
to: care for the flowers. A very little time given by
each scholar under the direction of the teacher or
some one in the district ‘who knows about such' things
would make the schoolhouse the prettiest spot in the
neighborhood, instead of being, as it is now too often,
the ugliest and barest. What ‘do the boys and girls

«oould not understand that his/father' would

there lived on the earth .strange plants_and animals
which have long ago disappeared. ¥From them they
have discovered that great glaclers once covered what
are now.ocornfields and eyards and buried beneath
their crumbllng masses are the remains of lost races
of men. These and hundreds of other léssons have
been learned by a patient Study [0f the rocks.

One of the most noted of thé early geologists was
Hugh Miller,” His only éollege was the hills  and
mountains of his native,. lmd as he tells us in “My
Schools and Schoolmasters.” The story of -the boy=
hood of this wonderful man is.very interesting.

Hagh Miller was born in Scotland on the shores of
the beautiful Moray Frith.

Hugh Miller’s father was. the captain of a small
sloop ‘and when his little son’ was, five years old the
vessel was lost with all on boafrd. - The ‘wee laddie
never
come back and weuld run down to the harbor to watch
for him, or sit for hours on a hill behind the house
gazing far out to ‘sea, fooking in'vain for the sloop
with'its two ‘stripes ‘of ‘white and ‘its square topsails.

. sBut if he lost his fa.mer, the ‘boy had a good moth-
ér and a kind uncl¢. Hugh lgved to climb dn his uncle
Sandy’s knee and-get the old soldier to tell him tales
of ‘the battles In whiéh' hEB had 01 g'ht in the French

L wars.

In those days the little bhrldren of the poorer people
were 'tanght by old women, *"Aames” as they were call-
ed. As a very little fellow’ Hugh learned to read at
the dame's school and with tHe help of his teacher,
who must hdve been a wise woman, he found out that
he could find ‘stories in"hig books. ' He was delighted
and soon he lived in-a Beautiful world of his own.

Jack, the Giant Killer, Bobinson Crusoe and The
Pllgrim!s Progress weré his chief treasures, but these

him only to scour the battlefield in search of the
wounded and missing.

The needs of modern warfare not only call for vast
enlarging of the battlefield, but also compel 'the troops
to take every advantage of natural cover. ' This and
the fact that wounded men will use their last strgngth
to seek protection from artillery fire, cavalry charges
and the wheels of guns by crawling into thick BuShes,
ditches, and natural holes, will show how difficult it
ig for the over-worked stretcher-bearers of the Red
Cross department to notice prostrate ‘figures .. not
readily seen. Moreover, modern warfare is carried on
largely by night attack, and at night, too, the wound-
ed have to be coliected. - The ambulance dog, how-
ever, is independent of artificial light, and rélies only
on his power of scent. Recently during the, great
Austrian manoeuvers, 200 men were left lying -on the
field to represent the wounded; and the stretcher-
bearers, working against time, overlooked 38 of these.
Within 20 minutes the Viennese dogs had found them

. all. Each dog-had about his neck. a flask of brandy

or soup ‘and a roll of ‘bandages. The wounded man,
having made what use he c¢an of this relief, gives the
dog -his cap or belt and the animal races off with it to
the ambulance attendants; whpom he then conducts to
the spot. ¥

Intelligence of “Malamutes”

The ¥Eskimo begins to ‘train his dog. for -sledge
work before it is a month old. One of the most inter-
esting features of Eskimo villages are pups tied to
the pole of a tent. They pull on the rope with all
their puppy strength in the.effort to break away and
Join the: frolics of their elders, says St. Nicholas.

Not until a dog bred for mail service is%e year

Drawn by Norman Alexander, Aged Nine.

think ‘about *it? = Has 'any school mdde a beginning,
and if 4t ‘has; will the teacher or. one of the scholdrs

- please tell the Colonist about it? If you could have

a photegraph of the school taken it would be ‘pub-
lished.

. —

‘When a few yeais ago, Mr, R.' M. Palmer planted
an orchard on the Saanich Road a short distance from
Victoria, but few, even of his neighbors-though much
about his work. The trees .grew and figurished and
before long, not.only many people in Victoria, but
strangers who were vigiting in the’ city walked’ or
drove out to ‘Mr. Palmer's. : They gdmired ‘the pretty
sight and mapy of them went away and planted or-
chards of thelr own. The government ‘employed Mr.
Palmer ‘Mr. Anderson to tell the people in various
parts of the country: what they knew about the culture
of fruit,

Now there are many miles of orchard trees planted
in British Columbia and mahy of them are bearing

already.’ One of the largest of the fruit bearing re-
gions'is the valley of the Okanagan but we have many

‘fine orchards, both on Vancouver Island and on the

islands in the Gulf of Georgia. Near Victoria and
“Westminster there are splendid stmwberry gardens as
well ag orchards, ‘Martin'Burrill is another gentleman
who has done much to promote fruit growing and to
find' @ market for it. There are few, if any men, in
British' Columbia’whaq have served the provinc¢e better
than those who have shown that her valleys can be
made the “Orchard of Canada,”

——

Eyery boy in the province, and av“ery glrl too, for
that'matter, should be proud of the Nanaimo boy who
has carried off the Dawson Fellowship in Science from
the whole of Canada in McGill College. Eleven years

ool, with a sturdy body and a good brain.
He received a splendid grounding in the Central school
m two of the finest teachers in'the province, Messrs,

- gg?, ‘Willie Dick was g little curly headed boy in Na-
mo sch

James Galloway and John Shaw. H stook his first.
lessons in science from. the late

nter, of Nan-
aimo High School and after work g for a time went
t0 MecGill. - His seholarship will’ give ‘Mr. Dick an op-
portunity of examining the mines of the country. No
doubt hard working student will make a  dis-
tinculﬁled aclantiat.

sn- I{on Ca.mpben Ba.nnerman died on Wednes-
day.. His ‘has been-expected for many weeks.
The . Jate ;mmm was ‘a' Scotchman. His name was
Campbelt but his' mother’s brother léft him an estate
in Kent, England, and asked him to take his name.

He was a wise and good, but not what is called a .

reat man. ‘How much he was loved anad respected
by mope ‘who knew him best can be seen fivom the fact
that the electors of Stirling Burgh have returned him
for torty years to parliament. From the King of Bng-
‘the bumblest servant on:his eltlto; the late

gl wi.ll be mourned i

m around the Hudson" Bw Fort'to a
passlng away.  Since Sunday
ne to his rest. He has 'been ill
was known to but few children.
I remiember him as one who did

ut their W-
buduty .!mply | faithfully, asa genﬂemm-:houm

(ARSI
H‘UGH MILLE;

3 hq:ve, p,nxht men many :t

e and won-
. From them thoy Eﬂ

mpd Qhat

d 1x 2,000 members, among. thgmuomonz

he read over and over till he knew them by heart.

By and by he went to the parish school. Here the
master had fifty pupils to attend to and little Hugh
was left to do as he liked.. ]

He loved the sea and would wander for -hours on’
“ the shore. He managed to get copies of the voyages of

Cook and Anson and ag he read of their adventures
and the places they visited; he determined that he, too,
should sail round the world.; Like Columbus, at’ Ge-
noa, he might have been seen on the decks of the. Ves-~
sels listening to the sailors and learning about the
ships or tracing the voyages and journeys of his father
and his Uncle Sandy ‘on the old maps the good-
natured sailors gave him. >

When he was ten years ‘old Hugh llke Sir
Walter Scott, was consifiered g ‘dunce, but like his
famous countryman;: the 's mind Wa.s stored with
storfes,

He had, too, the ra.re s(ft of story telling and
might ‘often have been ‘seent’ ini"some sheltered cove,
surrounded by a crowd of children ‘while hé told them
of his country's- hero, Siri/Wiliam Wallace, related
the ‘adventures of Captain Cook or told tales ‘that haa
been ¢reated in his own busy brain.

He loved the great out-df-doors. The sea and the
sky in all their changing beauty,l the sunset and'‘the

dawn had a charm for the bare-footed lad-who was

richerin his power of seeing and admiring the beauty
around him than many a millionaire's son.

One" day when Hugh was twelve years old, as he
and ‘a little playfellow wers wandering “along the
shore they came to a cave In the rocks. Telling stories
of glants and smugglers and ‘of his hero, Sir Willlam
Wallace, he entered the cave aad wandered far in,
hunting' for shells and” mosses.

Suddenly the boys fdund ‘they were shut in. by the_

tide, The little fellow was in great distress about the
alarm his mother would feel. Hugh found a place of
safety and comforted him as best he could. About
two ‘o'clock .in the morn their friends discovered
thém.  They were, searc lng for their bodjes at’ the

and well,

Like most boys who, love the sea, Hugh denghtad
in’ building boats and his. imagination changed them
into the ships ot which Hhe had read. Another of his
games was to make images of countries in the sand,
to people. them with shells, Ap,nd to ta.ncy that he was
their king. .

But this happy boyhood eame to an end. ‘When
he was sixteen Hugh left school without as  much
book-learning as most boys of his age in Scotland had
in those days, but:with much kuowledge ot m.ture
and a mind fresh .and active.

He did not, go to ses after all, nor did he ever rule
over mien. He went to work in an old red. sandstone

quarry and there he found his. life’s syvork-of whlch,

he has lett a record in many books,
it
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l'or dogs to be en]}sted in every mat army. of the
world,, either -in  the ulance department or . as
scouts, and dispatch bearers, is ‘surely anmething of
a novelty, says St. Nicholas.. -

In the .Franco-] issian ‘war out of 129,0 kllled
and wounded 13,000 were peturned as “missing,” and
who shall say what these men (endnrav . Every war
of the future,. however, vﬂll e the dog lessening its
h yror.. In Gefmany I op 15 at this moment

ukga in hand bmsvomy soclety ‘with near-
‘most able

on!cma m ihat country's great ’I’ha wat dos

tiu' lhm:ﬁco dot'n trstnmx mcimeg ;

old is:it put in: training for the trail. .It begins by
running-10-miles ‘with the team, then+it is dropped
out. Next day it runs the same distance. Gradually
the distance is jncreased until it reaches :ite* 15th

month of life, when'it' becomes part of ‘the regular
The: lite of a malil. dog is from three to four -

service.
years. No greater punishment can be inflicted than
to lay a-dog-off from servide. 'When unruly they are
often ‘threatened with a layoff, and withi = almost
human -inelligence they- seem to ‘understand the dis-
grace it imples in’the eyes of their fellow workers on
the trail. Al fight to be leaders. A constant spur
to an ambitious:dog is the “outsidey,” who will'quick-
ly take away the leaderghip not only in the mail ser-
vice, ‘but-in teams maintained chiefly for the plea-
sure .of the sport. The intelligence of the malamute
is- remarkable; its scent wonderful, its instinct, as'a
rule, unerring. : .

Some dogs are better trail followers than others.
and sonie ‘are better leaders. 'In a blizzard-the best
of  them lose the trail, but invariably find it again.
‘When on the trail they never eat but once & day, and
then at the end of a journey. After feeding, Wke
weary children- they fall asleep and are never quar-
relsome. It takes on an average 20 pounds of fodd a
day for ai team of 11 dogs on a hdrd route: —-Spokes-
man Reviews

\

SHORT STORIES

' Noble Boy
+Being nine years old, he was a small boy; a.nd,
being an only son, he was mgther’s - xnnooent, guile-
less boy. s mother was sure of that, even though
his father had doubts as to his innocence and guile-
lessness, . But the boy proved it.  Whilst - playing
football the ball went. through the large colored- ‘pane
of glass in the library, When his mother discovered
it, in her sternest voice she asked:

“Who did that?”

oL i, but 1 dian't do it on purpose. . The  Mhu
Slpp:

“You did' Well wha.t will your ra.ther say. when
he knows of it?”

. “He knows it. now. I told him.”

“You told him! Oh, you brave, manly llme boy'
How noble of you! So as soon. as you did it, “you
went an ithe way down to his office and told. hlm""

ldn t go to the otﬂce.
the tglephone.

. The_ First Balloon

The word ba!loon means “a large ball.” To Mbnt-
golfier, of Anndénxay, France, the invention of the bal-
loon is credited. It is said. that he was led to turn
his attention to balloon-making from the tollowing
dncident:

A French lauhdresa, wishinz to dry .a pet’eicoat
quickly, placed it on a basketwork frame over a stove.
To prevent the.heat from escaping by the opening at
the top of the petticoat, ghe ﬂtcw the belt-strings
closely. together and- tied“them. - Graduglly: the gar-
ment dried, and became l;ghter, a.nﬁ as the stove con-
tinued to give out heat and rarefy air concen-
trated under: the basket-work frame, he | pdtﬁcpat
began to move, and finally rose in'the air. :

This’ so astonished the
her neighbors and asked them to come and witness
the strange sight: 'Montgolfier was among those that
came in.. The petticoat suspended. in' midair sug-
gested greater things to him, and he returned home
with “something to. talnk about.”

He-at once began studying works on dl!!ex:ent

kinds of mmm .and the. !avent;en ot tbe hllm_

was tht result,
nu} “ascent- hv the Mo
m.a n&ade une, 6‘, 1783, lt wu a snhe

o

bu,cnn-

' send the nest down he will try to identify it

I called him up on’

laundress that, ahe FaY 10,

sisting of pieces of linen buttoned together, suspended
from cross poles. A fire was kindled under it, and
the flames were fed with bundles of chopped straw,
The loosé bag filled out, assumed a graceful form, and
in a short time was completely  distended. At a
given signal the stays were slipped and tae balloon
instantly ascended. Its velocity accelerated until it
reached some height, then became: uniform and car-
ried it to an elevation of Mmore than a mile. ‘For ten
minutes it remained suspended, then Tfell gently in a
vineyard, nearly two miles distant from the place of
its dscension.

The' first adventurers to make an ascent in a.bai-
loen were M. Pilatre de Rozier and the Marquis L’Ar-
landes. “In ‘the basket of a balloon they, on November
21, 1783, rose to ‘a ‘height of about :three thousand
feet~—Chicago News.

A Story of anson

Capt. Mahan relates the following anecdote con-
cerning Lord Nelson’s letter proposing a truce to the
Crown Prince of Denmark dispatched in the midst of
hostilities:

The decks cleared of all partitions fore and- aft,
and all ordinary’ conveniences removed, Nelson wrote
in " full’ view ‘6f all 6n the deck where he iwas, at the
casing of the rudderhead, ‘standing; and as he wrote
an officer standing” by took a copy. The original, in
his own hand, was put into an envelope and sealed,
with his arms. The ofﬂcer was about to yse a wafer,
but Nelson said:

“No; send for sealing-wax and candle.”

Some delay followed, owing to the man’s having
had his head taken off by a ball. “Send another mes~
senger for the wax,” said the admiral when informed
of this; and when the wafers were again suggested
he simply reiterated the order.

A large quantity of wax was used, and extreme
<care taken that the impression of the seal should be
perfect. Colonel Stewart asked:

“Why, under so hot a fire and after so lamentable
an accident, have you attached so much importanceé
t0 a circumstance apparently trifling?”

“Had I made use of a ‘wafer,” replied Nelson, “the
wafer would have been still wet when the letter was
presented to the crown prince; he would have inferred
that the letter was sent off in a hurry, and that we
had some pressing reasons for being in a hurry. The
wax told no ‘tales.”

't
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OUR LETTER BOX i

‘We publish the following letter with much plea-
sure.” As the editor could not answer the guestion,
enquiry was made at the Provincial Museum. = Mr.
Kermode very kindly promises that if the ﬂnde{t ‘:l't‘ol
parcel is addressed to the editor of the Children's
page it 'will be returned when the information has
been obtained. Perhaps this ‘will' meet the eyé of
some lover of birds who can tell us all about the tiny
bullder

Quamichan, B. C., April 7, 1908.

, Dear Editor—I am writing to tell you about a bird’s

nest which had been brought to school by one of theé
boys. 'This nest was made out of field grass and bul-
rush-down. It was six “inches high and five inches
wide. A Httle ‘hole about three-quarters of an inch
in dlametor was left for the mother bird to go in and
out. This shows that it must have been a very small
bird, The nest was biuilt in the Swamp bushes at the

mouth of the Somenos Creek running from Somenos -

Lake to Cowichan River. If you would be kind enough

to let us know something about the bird that built

it, you would obugesttl;_e whole ;ghool lThanldng you
in-advance, I am, Sir, yours wery truly,
% ! b FREDERICK ALLARD.

WITH THE POETS

The Emperor’s Bird's-Nest
Onee the Emperor- Charles of Spain,
‘With his swarthy, gravé commanders,
i forget in what campaign, ‘
Long besieged, in mud and rain,
Some old trontier town of . F'landers.

Up. and down the dreary camp,
In great boots of Spanish leather,
Styiding. with measured tramp.
These Hidalgos, dull and dam
' Cursed the F‘rent:hmen, curseé the weather.

‘- (Thus as rto and fro they: ‘went,
‘Over ‘upland and through hollow,
Giving ‘their impatienceé vent,-
Perched upon the emperor's tent.
In her nest, they spied a swallow.

Yes; it was a swallow’s nest, .
Built of c¢lay and hair of horses,
Mane, or tail, or dragon’s crest;
. Found on hedge-rows east and west, '
~Alter skirmish of the forces. 5

5 Then an old Hidalgo said, :

As he twirled his gray mnatachlo.
“Sure this: swallow overhead -
Thinks the emperor’s tent a shed,

And the emperor but a Macho'”

Hearing his imper!al name
Coupled with' those words of malice,
Half in anger, half in shame,
Forth the great campaigner came
Slowly from his canvas palace,

‘“Y,ef mo -hand the bird molest,”
:Baid he solemnly, “nor hurt her!”
Adding then by way of jest,
“Golondrina is my guest, '
s the wife of some deserter!”™

Swift as bowstring speeds 8 shaft,

Through the camp was spread the mmor.
And the soldiers, as they ed
Flemish beer at dinner, laughed

At the emperor’s pleu‘ant humor,

So. unharmed and una.trai

‘Sat the swallow still'and brooded,
Till the constant cannonade
Throtgh thé walls & breach had made,
: And the siege was.thus concludeﬂ. :

Then the army, e!sewhere bent,
‘Struck its tents as if disbanding,
Only not the empe,ror's tent,
For he ordered, 'ere he went,
Very curtly, “Leave it standing!”|

So it stood there a.ll alone,

Loosely fla] plux. torn and tattered, '
Till the b fledged and flown,
Singing o’er. t!\ose ,wails of stone

‘Which the eannan—uhot had shattered.

; Whut Doll- “Think
It is true we're stuffed with sawdust
And can:never léarn to walk;
It-is true we have no organs
And can never learn to talk;
It is true’ we're only ‘dollies,
‘And ‘dollies. must remain;
-~ f But we're 1 from faults and follies
That might cause our mammas pain.

Can you tell us when you ever
Saw our faces spoiled with frowns?
'And we're. sure you mever heard us
' Make a fuss mut our gowns!
Thén ‘we do not tease the Kkitty,
S e ""&, k!
And we ap { S
For a doll towarhbw! . B0
When the Mﬂn elock tmkes seven
Iglot a ttvmﬂ. ord is sald,
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