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CONSEVTIES E
ENTHUSASTIE MEETING

Splendid  Gathering ,A_o'f_vv I.‘{;jal«
Canadians Held at Committee:
Rooms Last Night.

AN ABLE ADDRESS BY RUFUS POPE

Points at Issue in the Dominion
Well Brought Out By Noted
Campaign Orator.

(From ' Sunday’s Dally.)

Speaking from the heart, with senti-

ments that carried conviction to the
minds of his listeners, Rufus Pope, ex-
M. P. of Sherbrooke, Que., delivered a
whoughtful, stirring and patriotic ade
dress to the executive and members of
the Liberal-Conservative association last
night that awakened a degree of enthu-
siasm yarel_v ever before interjected into
a political body outside of a campaign
preceding an election. For nearly two
hours - Mr. Pope held his audience to
the closest attention as he elucidated,
in a most bappy and vigorous manner,
the principles and doctrines of the Con-
servative party.
. Not the least pleasant feature of the
impromptu meeting of Conservative
workers was the presentation to R. E.
Gosnell, editor of the Colonist of a warm
testimonial of appreciation for his work
on behalf of the Conservative party of
Victoria city. 2 :

President A. B. McPhillips, K. C.,
occupied the chair and introduced the
speaker. of the -evening as a “loyal and
experienced gentleman who had. come
before them to give the benefit of his
experience.” ;

Mr. Pope on rising received a ‘hearty
greeting. He commenced his remarks
with a summary of the present condi-
ftions of the Conservative party, and
stated that local conditions must  al-
ways be considered the basis of any or-
ganisation. He was of the opinion that
a man who had once oecupied a_ gift ac
the hands of a part yowed to Rhis party
always a true allegiance, and a man
who deviates in a time of need lowers
himself in the esteem of ‘his fellow-
citizens. . 2 e

The speaker had observed at the Con-
servative rally in the opera house:a
noted absence of young men, and de-
clared it was just as imperative to have
young recruits in a political army as it
was in commercial and social life. With-
out desiring to criticize the Liberal party.
he said that from his observations of
many years in which he had: occasion to
visit most of the principal towns-from
ocean to ocean, he could say without
hesitation or fear of contradiction that
the best elements of Canadian life, in-
dustrial, professional and social, were
Conservatives. Therefore he held that
the moral standinig of the party should
so be upheld and made attractive as to
gather within its folds and so strengthen
it the young men, the future men of Can-
ada. (Hear, hear.) He recognized that
‘when the ‘party -had leaned its” weight
and influence te ‘meén in public position,
and they proved false-to mﬁ, ~that
they belong to, it was a bad check and
discouraging to young men. .

He pointed out the men who had made
possible - ; !

The Present Canada

the men who had federated the nation,
that had girdled it with a line of steel
and had formulated and built up a na-
tional policy, should ever be held respect-
ed by every Conservative and loyal Can-
adian. Looking at it from the stand-
point of Canadian history, the speaker
said that the first necessity to strengthen
the party was to gather in the young
men and inoculate them with-a belief in
the possibilities of the country, the foun-
. dations of which were well and truly
laid by Sir John A. Macdonald and his
political associates.

“(Get the young men, stand by them
and give them your faith and they will
return twofold value received for it.
1.et them feel the promises of the future
is theirs,” he declared, amidst applause.
“and when you do good for the Conser-
vative party you do good.for Canada.”

Dwelling on the future possibilities of
the Dominion, the speaker said that con-
federation was the thin edge of imperial-
jsm. The Conservative party had seen
the great possibilities of agriculture in
the Northwest; of the fisheries, timber
and mineral resources_of British Colum-
bia, and the great industrial life of the
Iast. which in time they knew would
support the greatest white population
nunder the British flag. Then will come
a great imperial federation, not that the
Dominion Itseif will be' changed, bnut,
that with a white population of 50,000,-
000 of people Canada will have a greater
voice in the i3y

Affairs of the British Nation

“Was this not an inspiration for young
mex to look forward to?” he asked.

“Under these circumstances, and the
future will unfold them, there will be

. no lack for ambitious young men to

take a part, not only in ‘the political
-life of Canada, but of the whole em-

.t ne :

He declared that the Liberal party

.. spent its time trying to stir up sec~
tionalism and religious strife. ~ “ We
find an appeal being made in Quebec
‘to. induce men, because they are
French-Canadians, to supporta French-
Canadian prime minister,” and he
been asked since he came to Victoria
if the province of -Quebec would ever
yetrieve itself. Quebec, he said, polled
245,000 votes all told, of which the
Conservatives at the last general elec-
tion, notwithstanding every conceiv=
able inducement and corrupt practice,
had polled 110,000 votes; and if 6 to 7
per cent. of the Liberal voting strength
in that province was changed, Sir Wil-
frid Laurier would be beaten. . Com-
ing back to local conditions, he said:

“You must not only think you have
a hard fight on your hands; Yyou have
not only to get young men and a ma-
jority in your favor, but you’ve got
to, get some scheme whereby to get
{he votes into the ballot box, but also
safely out again” (laughter, which led
Mr. Pope up to reciting the shameful
incidents that happened in the Sas-
katchewan provincial elections, when
150 ballots were marked without any-
one being near the poll

He said of Mr. Borden that when
he gave his word it was good and no
bonds were needed. (Cheers). 3K
he gets into power and makes you a
promise, youw'll iet its -

Full Face Value
When I say the Laurier government is
corrupt I say it for this reason—that
you can find in - every constituency
from three to four hundred men who
are purchasable. ~Then, sir, if the con-
troling influence is corrupt, no one,
knows it better than their candidate,
except the government organization
that furnishes the money. I say, then,

|"on--clean lines

the government is corrupt, and I say
also that when Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and his henchmen came into Compton
county and defeated me he knew that
$45,000 was belng spent by the organ-
ization to win the seat, and therefore
the whole adminigtration was cog-
| nizant of the fact. Such,.corrupt prac-
.tices mean the weakening of the na-
tion, and it is the duty of the young
men to take a step forward and defeat
it.-- Let the yourg men, g0 forward

4, fight the “hiture pplftical “battles
and lay a new. founda-
tion.” s
« - Herably présented ‘thHe policy of the
party in the protection of home in-
dustries, and showed how the United
States had under a similar policy built
itself up in less than half a century
as one of the most powdrful nations in
the -world. ‘“As Canadians let us he
satisfied with a policy that has a tend-
ency

To Develop Canada
for Canada’s sake.” (Cheers). “When
Canada, has 50,000,000 of white people,
not Doukhobers, within her boundaries
the British empire will be the most
powerful nation on earth.”

The speaker wanted to hear of 'a
single promise or the fulfilment of a
‘single platform contained in the Lib-
eral “Red Bible” of 1893—which, by the
way, the party had seen fit to de-
stroy—that the Grits had kept, and,
amid roars of laughter, said that the
Conservatives had planted the seeds of
a national policy; watered the trees
and had made the park which the
Liberals were for the moment playing
in. He contended that the evidence
of a nation’s commercial prosperity
was when the volume of trade is in-
creased by exports made out of the
country’s raw material, over the im-
ports. The Liberals = appeared to
measure the prosperity by the volume
of imports over exports.

The Financial Question

Taking up taxation and the public debt,
he sajd that when the Liberals came into
power .. e debt was $36,000,000; it is now

,000, . The total expenditure last
year was $80,000,000. The gross debt . of
Canada when .ney came in was $323,000,-
000; - today it is $364,000,0000. }
 Regarding rallroads, the speaker said
Canada had -arrived at that perfod when
it,should not give absolute franchises, He
showed that government controlled roads
were operated at a less cost than corpor-
ate owned roads. Those nations that have
retained control of the rallroads were the
low rate natlons of the world. He- clalm-
ed for the Intercolonial railway that not-
withstanding it was a politically run road,
it was charging from 5 to 100 per cent
less on traffic than other Canadian roads.
“The time has gone by when any man can
go to parliament and get a -fronchise from
time . without end,” he declared. *“If it
was necessary to emancipaie-the people of
Canada to assume the  responsibility of
these roads, 1 for.one would not hesitate
to'vote for it.”’ -

“Puere is no railroad corporation .that
dare puuish its rate book.. The moment
the people took control - everyone would
know tueir rates for carrying goods and
transportation.”

1In conclusion of a very powerful address,
he expressed great pleasure in being pres-
ent to be able to exchange thoughts. o o
we are true and frank to each other, and
drive out corruption and fraud, your fran-
chise should be everything it reads for—
the upbuilding of Canada. - I-have no use
for the men who have received.the emol-

party. The principles of Conservatism will
go down through all ages and times.”

Mr. Beckwith was ‘called on for a few
words. PBven though he -had met defeat,
he had rejoiced in the fight, he said in a
spirited talk, He belleved in it from his
heart, -and was sure it had done good for
not only the Conservative party, but also
to Victoria, to show Mr, Templeman that
he. must be alive to the city's interests,
He analyzed. tue ;yote cost  at. the. recent
election, which &!:_dlq’fn,otxmlnk:ver.y com-
pHintentary “to” the” minister of ihland. rev-
enue. - He hoped that a Young Men’s Con-
servative club would be organizéd. In his
recollection ‘there had never been a visit
of a Conservative minister without ad-
dressing a public meeting, while the Lib-
eral ministers who had visited Victoria had
never done so. He moved a hearty vote
of thanks to Mr. Pope for his very instruc-
tive address. His motion was seconded
by H. F. Behnsen in a brief address,

The chairman after tendering Mr. Pope
the expression of the meeting, as convey-
ed in Mr. Beckwith’s resolution, read the
following manirestation of appreciation to
Mr. .osnell, signed by the. president of
the association and everyone present. The
address was as follows:

To R. E. Gosnpell, Esq., Editor,
Daily Colonist?

Sir—Now ‘that—to use a  time-worn
metaphor—the smoke 6f battle has cleated
away, we, members of what it hag pleased
the Hon, Wm. Templeman, hig hewspaper,
and his followers, to term in derision ‘‘the
rump” of the Comservative party, feel that
it. is. but doiug you bare justice to take
this public method of expressing our warm
and hearty appreéciation of  the services
rendered by you to true oCnservatism in
the recent campaign.

It is true, sir, that the candidate we
selected met with defeat at the polls; the
glamor of a promised portfolio and many
fair, if vague, promises having blinded a
majority of the ele¢torat eto the real is-
sues at stake. But, sir, he made 8o
strong a fight that our Liberal opponents
are even now asking themselves the ques-
tion, ‘‘If the rump of the Conservative
party made so good a-showing, what shall
we do, when we have to contend with. the
entire body?” :

And this fight, so - gallantly 'fought
against heavy odds—this fight, whose re-
gult has robbed the ILiberals of much of
the sweets of ‘ victory—was largely made
possible through the manly and courageous

Victoria

| attitude adopted by the Vietoria Colonist

under your editorial control. During the
short space of time occupled by the cam-
paign, the Colonist put up the most mag-
nificent and enmergetic fight that has ever
been witnessed in an electoral struggle in
British Columbia, and we feel that our
warmest thanks are dune to the man un-
der whose guidance that fight was con-
ducted.

It is ‘principally due. te your work that
we accomplished . the task we set before
us when we nominated a candidate to op-
pose the Hon. Wm, Templeman—the task
of entering an emphatic protest agaiust
the conduct of Dominion affairs in general
by the -Liberal party, and in particular
against - the shameful betrayal of our
province by that party in the matter of
the Grand Trunk Pacific railway, a be-
trayal in which the Hon. Wm. Temple-
man, his newspaper, and the Liberals of
British Columbia, were the active agents
of their party at Ottawa.

We are well aware that it is no light
thing for a daily paper to take the atti-
jtude adopted by the YVictoria Colonist,
and wage an energetic battle against an
overwhelming popular sentiment. We ap-
preciate this fact, and cannot express too
highly our opinion of the courage and sin-
cerity displayed by you and the journal
whose editorial chair. you so ably fill, by
your course of action in this matter,

You have immensely strengthéned the
position of the Colonist in the minds of
all fair-thinking men; and you have advo-
cated the.true principles of Conservatism
throughout your conduct of a clean and
manly struggle.

The rump of the Conservative party ex-
tends to you its hearty thanks and grate-
ful appreciation.

Mr. Gosnell, in replying, sald that next
to victory—and in a reverse.in a far
greater degree—he felt gratified - on "ac-
count of .the testimonial of the working
Conservatives for whom the fight had been
put up. However, it had been an easy
fight for the - reason .that there never
was 4 time when theré were so many
opportunities of legitimate attack; and
the haru work and defeat in a good cause
were rewarded in the fact that the efforts
of the Colonist were so. thoroughly appre-
olated. The good effect of the campaign
was exhibited in the enthusiasm of the
meeting, which was’'an augury of victory
when néxt ‘there was a call to arms.

The presentation brought the meeting to
a close. ,

uments of office and then forget their |

.to suppese that. great

ANNUAL REPORT OF
FISH INSPECTOR

Interesting Document Presented
to the Department by
Official.

To the Honorable Charles Wilson, K. C,
Attorney General, Victoria, B. C.

Sir—1 have the honor to report that
duripg the year 1805 I have made a
thorough inspection of the fishing grounds
of the Kraser river district on both sides
of the international line, and of the water-
shed of the Fraser river. My inspection
of the Fraser river watershed included
every section where in former years the
salmon were known to spawn in numbers,
except the Birkenhead river section at
the head of Lillooet lake, which I was un-
able - to find time. to visit.

Lais year's imspcetion, like that of each
of the past four years, was made to as-
certain as aceurately as possible the num-
ber of adult salmon which reached and
deposited their ova upon the spawning
grounds. In a previous report 1 have call-
ed attention to the fact that “The future
prosperity of the salmon fishery of the
Kraser depends primarily upon the num-
bers of breeding fish which reach and suc-
cessfully deposit their spawn in its head-
waters each year. It is there we must
look to find the best measures for their
perpetuation, and to test the effectiveness
of the .regulations now in force.”

It is a matter of common knowledge to
all concerned that the run of sockeye
salmon to the Fraser this year was large.
The history of the runs of sockeye salm-
on to the Fraser river led those inter-
ested to anticipate the large run of this
season. Every cannery on the river, in
.act, every one on both sides of the in-
ternational line, had made extensive prep-
arations to handle the fish, and the pack
was fully up to expectations. The catch
is gét forth in the cannery pack which is
attached ~to this report. 'The “pack of
sockeye salmon' in-the. Fraser district of
the provifive was~837,489 cases,” and -in the
Puget Sound digtrict’ 847,122 eases; a“otal
of 1,684,611 cases of sockeye salmon which
were running to the- Fraser. Whhile the
pack of this year does not equal that of
four years ago, it should be -remiembered
that the pack of 1901 was by far the
largest in the history of the industry.

Beginning with the first appearance of
the sockeye in Juan de Fuca Strait, early
in July, I followed the run over.the entire
fishing grounds, .and up through the chan-
pels of the Fraser to the spawning
grounds. Knowing that the rum of sock-
eye on the fishing -grounds this year was
so.abundant during the first fourteen days
of August (which included two eekly
closed periods of.36 hours), that the gher-
men and canners found difficulty in hand.
ling the catch, and that for four days of
that time the fishermen were limited to

' two hundred to the boat by the majority

of the canners, 1 was not surprised to find
that the number of breeding sockeye upon
the spawning grounds over the  entire
watérshed was very great, and that the
five hatcheries operating there were filled
to their utmoust capacity * with sockeye
eggs.  Every lake and tributary 'stream
of thé entire Fraser district- was abun-
dantly sown with sockeye spawn this
year. Lakes and streams which had been
absolutely barren of breeding sockeye in
each of the past two years were thorough-
ly seeded this year. A comparison of the
abundantly seeded spawning grounds and
the well filled hatcheries of this year,
with’ the nnsown, unproductive spaiwning
beds and the empty hatcheries of the past
two years, should be an impressive object
lesson to the fishermen, the canpers, and
the, .general publc. | .. 8 :

Yt cannét be kald ‘that tie -msmber of
fish ‘which reached the spawning grounds
thig year 'equals that of four years ago—
the last big rum—for convincing -evidence
is avatlable from: several sections to show
that the run was not so. large. - There is
also abundant evidence to prove that the
run ‘to Shuswap lake section this yeer
was greater than four years ago., In no
seetion except the Shuswap - lake district
was the run greater than In- 1801

It s practically impossible to determine
accurately whether the number #f fish
which reached the spawning grounds this
year egualled that of 19vl. or not, be-
cause the number of fish distributed -over
the entire watershed of the Fraser district
can only be approximately determined
where the numbers are so great. But even
if the run was less, it may reasonably be
claimed that the product of the  year’'s
spawning  will equal that of 1901, because
in addition to the nimety milllons of eggs
hatched .in the three ‘hatcheries built' since
that year, the thousands of milés of the
Quesnel lake ' sectlon - wer * abundantly
sown this year by thie countless thousands
of wreeding sockeyé which for many days&
passed through the fishway constructed in
the race of the dam at the outlet of ‘Ques-
net lake by this department last year. This
territory in 1901 was rendered barren be-
canse vae sockeye were denied access to
those waters vy the impassable dam.above
mentioned, and in . consequence died :in
great numbers 1n the poois below the dam
before spawning. B,

The successful opening up of the great
and ' almost - boundless spawning  grounds
of Quesnel lake- section to the breeding
sockeye is a matter of great importance
to the fisheries of the Fraser district.
With ‘the knowledge that the Queésne! sec-
tion and all the other spawning grounds
were well seeded, and that edch of the
five hatcueries located on the watershed
were filled with eggs to thir full capacity,
we may safely assime that the Fraser
river district was thoroughly stocked this
year, and that the run in the future to re-
sult from this year's spawning promiges
Ww....to all cobcerned.

As a resuit of my. four years’ study of
the fisheries of the Fraser, 1 am  con-
vinced tuat the perpetuation of this great
industry can “be insured beyond. a'l ques-
tion only in case such fishing regulations
are enacted and . euforced as will permit
a sufficient number of adult fish to reach
the spawning grounds each year to calry
out their work of procreation,

1 wish here, by way of emphasis, to call
attention to the fact, as I did In my report
of 1902, that ‘‘no pegulations that cover
every season alike can be made that will
adequately meet the remarkably varying
conditions known to exist on the Fraser.
There shou.. be seasons and regulations
provided for the river applicable to the
years that are known as those of abund-
ance, and others and more restrictive ones
provided for the years of the poor runs.
vur fishermen ghould be permitted to take
only that proportion of the run which is
fn excess of the number necessary to the
perpetuation of their species.”

An abundance of fish reached the spawn-
ing grounds this year, because such great
numbers passed’ from the ocean - through
the fishing waters that the canners could
not handle all the fishermen could catch.
For at least four ‘days of the season the
canners were obliged to place a limit on
the number of sockeye they wounld pur-
chase from each fisherman. The majority
of the canners placed the Ilimit at two
hundred. During these days there was
hardly a boat in the district that did not
eateh its two bundred in one drift. The
result was that very few of the nets were
in the water for more than a few hours
out of every twenty-four., Many fish were
thus enabléd to pass the fishing grounds.

The river was congested with fish on
Wednesday, Thursdey and Friday, August
2, 3 and 4. From 6 a. m. of Friday; Aug-
ust 6, until 6 p. m, of Sunday, August 7,
the fishing 'was <iscontinued, and the
salmon had a clear way in our own wat-
ers. From 6 p, m. of Saturday, August 6,
to 6 a. m, of Monday, August 8, In the
contignous waters in the state of Washing-
ton the same state of affairs prevailed. The
vast numbers which passed up the river
during those hours canuot be - estimated.
Upon resuming operations on Sunday night,
August 7, onr fishermen ‘found the river
still filled with fish, "their. nets catchin
all the canners could handle. Under su
conditiens it is mot a violent supposition
nambers

e

ol R S

s assed -

above the fishing limits and thence to the
spawning grounds.- I féllowed this run up
through the great canyon of the Fraser,
above Yale, and I have never seen a
gsalmon river s0 congested with fish. if
these conditions obtained every year it
is evident there would no longer be any
difficulty  for sufficient fish- to pass the
fishing grounds and reach the spawning
beds, 1 do mnot, however, deem it fitting
or proper for me, In this report, to enter
into a- discussion of the matter of regula-
tions, since I am a member of a commis-
ston: which was appointed by the Dominion
government to inquire into and report upon
these very matters, together with many
others concerning the fisherles of the prov-
ince. The sessions of this commission are
now_ in progress, and Its report will be
made to the Dominion government within
a year, which, it is anticipated, will deal
exhaustively with all guestions concerning
the- fisheries. A similar ‘commission has
been appointed by Governor Mead of the
state of Washington, to confer with the
wominfon commission. As both the prov-
ince and the state of Washington are equal-
ly concerned in conserving the fisheries
of the Fraser, it is hoped a satisfactory
adjustment may be reached as to the regu-
lations which each shall enact.

The Quesnel Dam and Fishway

During the summer of 1904, it will be
remembered that this department con-
structed a fishway on the dam bullt by
the Golden River Quesnel company Iin
1898 at the outlet of Quesnel lake. Draw-
ings and photographs of this fishway were
attached to my report of last year. Dur-
ing the spring floods of this year, when
the gates of the race of this dam were
raised, the division wall of the fishway
was destroyed. . As soon as I was inform-
ed of this fact, Mr. F. C. Gamble, engineer
of the lands and works department, and
myself, at once proceeded to the dam.

The fishway proper had not been im-
jured. After watching the water pass
over it we “determined. that theére was no
necessity of restoring the destroyed wall.
We substituted instead a much lower one,
which proved to be entirely adequate. The
fishway enabled every fish which reached
the- dam this year to pass to the water
above, The sockeye reached the dam in
good numbers on August 19. From that
date until the end of August enormous
numbers came up the river and passed,
without hindrance, through the fishway.
I visited this district during the last days
of August, first going to the’ Horsefly
river, one of the-largest tributary streams
of the Quesnel lake, 1 ‘found the river
filled with epawning fish which must.
necessarily, have passed through this fish-
way, . Residents of the village of Horse-
fly and vicinity, along the river, told me
that it was che first year since the dam
was finished that théy had seen any con-
giuerable number' of ‘sockeye, Some of
these people told me “that they had not
seen a single sockeye in the Horsefly river
sinee the dam was closed until this year.
From the Horsefly river 1 went to the
dam and saw the fish freely passing
through the fishway. There were no more
fish congregated in the big pool at the low-
er end of the race tham were to be found
in any other ‘of the big pools of Quesnel
river belew the dam, and those which
reached there passed steadily up into the
lake. The dam did not obstruct the pas-
sage of any fish. "

¥, Gavin Hamilton, a well known resi-

dent of the disrtict,''and at one time a
factor of the Hudson's Bay -company, re-
sided at the dam -during the summer, and
has furnished me with an interesting diary
kept by him -of the run of salmon which
entered Quesnel lake  this year. He de-
scribes. the run of -sockeye from the 10th
of August until September 1 as being truly
amazing: ‘“There were days when the
fish were two or three-feet deep going
throu;h the “ladder.  -It ran red with

them. 3

Since 1808 the majority of the sockeye
which passed up to the Quesnel dam. died
below. it without, spawning, belng unable
to pass the race, ¢

Among many persons interested in the
salmon fishing indugtry there has grown
up a more or less prevalént theory that
only those salmon’'-which are hatched on
the spawning beds:of acstream return to
the 'same piace af cmaturity to deposit
their, eggs,: - «theory is, for the
purpose .of brevity, often called ‘“‘the ‘home
stream” theory. According to this theory,
there could be no #ifi of sockeye to the
Quesnel lake ‘district this year, because no
spawn to produce & run had peen deposited
there since- 1898, access to the spawning
grounds -above the dam having been dented
them, and there belng no available spawn-
ing .places below, The existence of the
great run there this year will certainly be
a difficult matter for the ‘‘home stream’’
theorist to explain. -

I regard - the resjoration of the thou-
sands of miles (Mr. & .B. Hobson estimates
that there are two. thousand miles of
tsreams tributary to Quesnel lake) of
apawning grounds of the Quesnel lake dis-
trict to.the sockeye“salmmon as-of the ut-
most. importance to“the fishing. interests.
Its’ effect upon the fiture of this industry,
in the years when the fish are permitted to
reach the lake, must be of incalculable
value. :

1f. in the four yeays of its existence the
fisheries department of the province had
accomplished nothing elde of benefit to the
fisheries of the Friser ‘than ‘the restora-
tion of the Quesnel!spawnjng grounds to
the sockeye salmon, it had done sufficient
to compensate the province for all the
moneys expended in its maintenance.

The September, Run of Sackeye

One of the most interesting and un-
usual features of .the sockeye run in the
Fraser river district this year was the
great number which appeared in the river
about the 13th of September. From that
date until the énd’ 6f that month the run
was, in the opinlon of many careful and
experienced observers on the lower river,
as great as the rum in August. The fisher-
men and canpers ‘were  unable to
hanule the fish. Comparatively few of the
canners cared to use them, as they claim-
ed they were soft and unfitted for canning.
1 visited the lower river during the run
and examined the fish, They appeared
to me to be unsuited for canning, being
far advanced towdrds spawning, Their
soales were deeply imbedded in the flesh,
and covered with mucus; their jaws were
hooked and distorted .,and their outward
color  indicated that they had been  im
tresh water for a considerable time, As
I have above stated, comparatively few
of our canners packed any of these fish.
The fishermen soid the most of thelr
cateh to American canners. The great
majority of the fishermen with whom I
discussed this feature of the run were
the opinion that while there may always
be found a few sockeye running in the last
of -September of the big year runs, they
had never seen such fish in-the river In
such vast numbers In any previous year
September run to the spawning grounds.
after the 15th of August. I followed this
Notwithstanding their poor condition, they
passed up through the great canyon of the
Fraser, above Yale, and on reaching the
confluence of thé Fraser and Thompson
rivers almost all passed up the Thompson
to Shuswap lake. Very few of the run
went up the Fraser above this point.- So
tar as I have been able to learn, this is
the first year in which any considerable
number of sockeye has been noticed in
the Shuswap lake section after October 1.

Mr. David 8. Mitehell, the competent
and observant superintendent of the Do-
minion hatchery at Salmon Arm, assures
me that this late run was equal in num-
bers to the great run of ‘August of this
year. There was no similar run to the
Shuswap lake asection in October of 1901.
In fact, very few were seen there at that
time. In Oectober of 1901 therp was a big
run of sockeye to the Seton lake distriet,
but there was no noticeable run there this
year in tbat month.

Seton Lake Hatchery

I am gratified to report that the Season’s
operations at ‘the Seton lake hatchery
were entirely satistactory. During . the
seagon we secured amd successfully placed
in the hatchery 4,150,000 sockeyc eggs,
and 1,465,000 spring salmon eggs, a tofal
of 45,815,000 eggs. The sockey began ar-
riving on July 28  Approxhmately four

hundred reached the station on that day,

and for the next few days they came ir-
regularly. On August 4 the run increased,
and from that date there was a steady
stream passing into the retaining pond,
at the outlet of the lake, until the end of
when the run slackened.

n August 24 the retaining pond be-
came so crowded with fish that a section
of the upper welr waz opened, snd up-

o WSRO T

wards of 40,000 fine fish were permitted to
pass into Seton lake.. On August 26 we
again opened the weir and permitted 50,-
000 more fish to pass through for the eame
reason. These 90,000 salmon were prevent-
ed from ‘leaving Seton lake 'by means of &
welr placed ‘in Portage creek, at the head
of the lake, withont the use of ~which
they would have passed on into Anderson
lake and escaped from our control.

The release of -this large nuinber  of
sockeye did not  sufficiently. relieve ‘the
crowded condition: of the. retaininig pond
at the hatchery. The sockeye continued
to arrive in large numbers at the retalning
pond, and as we already had as many
fish there impounded as were necessary
to fill the hatehery with eggs, we opened
the weir in Portage creek to permit the
fish there ocongregated to pass into An-
derson lake and its tributaries, where they
afterwards espawned naturally. After these
fish had passed out of Seton lake, we
again, on September 3, opened the weir at
the retaining pond, and allowed 70,000
more fish to enter Seton lake.

More than 200,000 sockeye passed into
our retaining pond during the past season,
wogether with many thousands of hump-
backs, and a few hundred large spring
salmon in prime condition.

We secured tne hulk of our sockeye
eggs, and all the eggs of the spring salm-
on, from the fish held in the retaining
pond at the hatchery. The balance of our
sockeye eggs were taken at the head of
Seton lake by means of seines drawn be-
low the weir placed near the mouth of
Portage creek.

The collection and care of these eggs
necessitated the employment of a consid-
erable number of men. Thirty-three white
men and boys, and twenty-six Indian men
and women were on the pay list of Octo-
ber. Thereafter the force was gradually
reduced.

The eggs 'began hatching in November.

The hatchery building, though 210 feet
long by 40 feet wide, was not sufficiently
large to accommodate all the young fis
until they had grcwn large enough to be
safely liberated. The first thirty millions
hatehed were transferred to a nursery
construeted in the creek bottom some quar-
ter of a mile below the hatchery building.

A brief description of the nursery at
the Seton lake hatchery Is warranted
from.the fact that it is quite unlike any
other nursery.known to me. The waters
of Lake creek, a quarter of a mile below
the hatchery, are diyided by an island
into two channels. Across the head of the
wider of these channels we constructed a
dam which served to shut off all the WAL
er and leave its bed dry. ~The bed thas
exposed was approximately 1,400 feet long
by an average width of 70 feet. 1f was
covered with boulders and coarse gravel.
Every kind of fish remaining in the bed

. of the stream was then removed and we

built at. intervals nineteen cross-walls
with the heavy boulders. At the lower
end another dam was constructed through
or over which the predaceous fish in the
main stream below  could not pass. The
water was -then turned back into the chan-
nel and made to flow through “wire
screens of mesh sufficiently small to. pre-
vent any -fisk from entering the nursery..
The cross-walls of rocks backed up the
water in the channel leaving twenty large
pools of an average depth of two or more
feet. Into this nursery the young sock-
eye were carefully placed. The nursery
being. free from  all forms of predatory
fish, the young salmon are fully protect-
ed from thelr greatest enemies. During the
day care 1s exercised to prevent their de-
struction by water birds, chiefly the mis-
culevous but very interesting and tuneful
water-onzel, which is so common along
the streams of tais vicinity during the win-
ter. We conslder the nursery one of the
maost valuable adjuncts of the Seton lake
hatchery. - Without its ‘aid we could not
have successfully handled this year the
large amount of fry hatched there. These
young salmon in the waters of the nursery
are reared as nearly in a etate of ‘nature
as could well be conceived. ~There exists
an abundance of natural food, and as
soon as the fry become free-swimming fish
the dams will be removed or opened and
the  little salmon Wwill be’at liberty to go
where theéy pleage. Al but ten millions
of the fry . hatched at the hatchery this
year, will ,B_e redred fn the nursery.
S . Salmen s
The valwe of the .spring-salmon is in-
creasing each year, and every effort should
be made to enlarge the run of fish, as
well as to adop. measures for -extending
tueir propagation in the Fraser river dis-
triet. It is well known. that this species
of our salmon-does not, 4s a rule, spawn
in the tributaries of the Fraser which
head in the larger lakes. The present
hatcheries are all flocated on lake-fed
streams, so that a very lmnited number of
spring salmon spawn Is taken and hatched
at them. From investigations which I
have made in the past two years I am sat-
jsfled that a  suitable site for a spring
salmon -hatchery exists. on a -tributary of
Bridge river, which could easily be oper-
ated by the force employed at Seton iake
hatchery.
JOHN PEASE BABCOCK,
Fisheries Commissioner.
Victoria, December 31, 1905.
B

THE VACANT SENATORSHIP. .-

New Westminster Liberals of Opinion
That Honor Will Fall to J. C.Brown, .

The New Westminster Columbian in
its issue of Saturday last has the fol-
lowing very interesting reference to the
vacant British Columbia senatorship:®

Notwithstanding the very positive re-
ports from Dominion government circles
as to the appointment of Mr. George
Riley to the vacant seat in the senate,
the local Liberals almost with one ac-
cord discount the prospects of the Vie-
toria man ever getting  there, at the
same time claiming the honor for Mr.
J. C. Brown of this city. !

A Columbian reporter interviewed a
number of the members of the local
Liberal association last night, for ‘the
purpose of - learning their views on the
matter.  Some were more or less com-
municative, while others claimed not to
have given the matter any thought, or
would not commit themselves.

Mr. John ‘Reid, a prominent member
of the local association, said that al-
though it had been announced that Mr.
Riley's appointment was practically set-
tled, yet he gave no credence to the re-
port, and had very_ excellent authority
for not doing so, Just at the present
time he did not care to give publicity
to his reasons for so expressing him-
self, but he added: ‘“You can state
that I have positive information which
settles the matter in my mind, that Mr.
Riley will not be appointed, but that
in his stead Mr. J. C. Brown will get
the seat.” Mr. Reid further stated
that Mr. Riley had resigned his seat in
order to be at liberty to take up the
business of comtracting on the Grand
Trunk Pacific, and would not accept a
place in the senate if it were offered to
‘him.

The mainland’s righis to a senator-
ship was admitted, and considering the
fact that Vancouver has no prominent
Liberal whom they could put forward
for the position, he thought that when
the moment arrived for choosing 2 S61-
ator, Mr. C. Brown, of New West-
minster, would be the man.

Mr. MeDonald, secretary of the Lib-
eral association, was of a similar opin-
jon. “I do not think Mr. Riley will be
appointed. 'The seat is coming to the
lower mainland. Vancouver is prob-
ably as much entitled to it as New
Westminster,*but lacks the man. = Mr.
J. C. Brown is a man who has done &

| lot for the Liberal party and is deserv-

ing of the position.”

Mr. McDonald denied having any _in-
side information to the effect that Mr.
Brown’s appointment was pgFactically
settled.

Mr. George Adams also stated that
he had no private information. that
Riley was a back number, but he was
confident that the job-would go to Mr.
Brown. The"claims of the lower main-

land could not be overlooked.

(From Tuesday Daily.)

Wreckage of two dories of the class
carried by fishing steamers, a lifebuoy
and two oars_marked “S. S. Zapora.’
parts of two oak ship’s boats, ten ours
and 20,000 feet of lumber has been
washed ashore on Graham island, above
Skidegate. News to this effect was
brought to Skidegate before the steamer
Tees léft the Queen Charlotte isluni
port on Wedpesday last by a rancher
called “Mexican Tom,” who said that
some of the large amount of drift lum-
ber washed ashore was deposited on the
beach in front of his ranch.

The Zapora is a fishing steamer, built
two or three years ago for the halibut
| fishing industry . in mnorthern waters,
{usuaily in Canadian waters. She does
not call at Skidegate, not reporting from
the time she sailed from Tacoma until
her return. The finding of a lifebuoy
z'md oars marked with the name of the
Zapora, and the finding of two dories,
caused anxiety at Skidegate for the ves-
sel, needless, however, for the steamer
was safe and at her destination when
the wreckage was reported.

The finding of oak boats and drift
lumber tends to show that misfortune
has befallen some lumber-carrier, pre-
sumably 4 British sailing vessel, for it is
seldom that the coasting vessels carrying
lumber have boats of oak in their com-
plement. What vessel these things came
from it is impossible to conjecture. The
fact that they were found on the coast
of the Queen Charlotte islands does not
necessarily indicate that some mishup
befell the vessel which carried them in
northern watérs. The trend of the tide
and-current in the winter months is such

i | that wreckage and flotsam of all kinds

is carried to the Vancouver and Queen
Charlott coasts, even from so 1ar south
as San Francisco. 'When the steamer
Walla Walla was sunk in collision with
the bark Max some years ago some oars
and other wreckage drifted from Cape
Mendocino to Dear Tree point, north of
Skidegate, on Graham island, the north-
ernmost of the Queen Charlottes.

HAD A ROUGH TRIP.

Tug. Albion Tows Baroda From Seattle
to Comox During Heavy Gale.

The tug Albion of this city showed
her gower to advantage on the voyage
which she completed on Sunday, when
she towed the large coal hulk Baroda
from Seattle to Comox, after taking
coal for the Hill liners from the British
Columbia collieries, in the face of the
heavy northeast gale. The Albion had
a _rough trip with her big tow, but she
‘made good time. Sens broke over the
little ‘vessel “é8untinually, and she re-
turned td port covered with brine.

THE DRUMCRAIG'S FATE.
Message in Bottle Found Near 'Frisco
Tells of Her Foundering.

A ‘bottle message found at Halfmoon
bay, near San Francisco, solves the mys-
tery.of the Drumecraig's fate or is a silly
hoad. The  British bark" Drumcraig,
which - 'was registered at this port, left
the Columbia river on September 20th
for Manila and never arrived. She was
posted as missing at Lloyds a week ‘ago.
The bottle message, a ‘note found in a
tightly: corked bottle picked up by a
member of a real estate exeursion party
at Halfmoon bay, read: “The British
Drumeraig, ‘Capt. McCallum; sinking at
sea, north latitude 43, west longitude
127. 'W. W.:Bales, able seaman.” .The
position given is one in which the Drum-
craig wouid have ‘been in-all probability

in o few 'dsysfafterdeaving the Cox
lumbia . “river.: -As published, Capt.
Woods, a Columbia river pilot, who took
the Draomeraig to sea, said she was in a
top-heavy coundition anad poorly manned
when she left pert. The ‘position indi-
cated is about 130 miles west of Cape
Blaneo, near the Oregon-California line.

THAYER LONG OVERDUE.
Fears for Sailing Craft Bound From
Seattie tor Seward.

Considerable fear is felt for the fate
of the Bark Nicholas Thayer, which
sailed from Seattle January 10th for
Seward. The vessel was loaded with a
general cargo. She was also taking a
shipment of lumber and coal for Seward.
Much of ‘the” Jumber was intended for

| the manufacture of new stores and

houses. Thé bark was Joaded at the Stet-
son & Post mill. When she sailed she
was in good cendition, and the stevedores
who placed the cargo on board stated
that the craft was not over.oaded in
any way.

The . Thayer g cue of ihe o'd-time
clipper ships built in Tnomaston, Me.,
in 1868, and for a number of years plied
between the Atlantic coast and points
an-Burope. She has been on the coast
for a number of years. Her home port
was in San Francisco until she was pur-
chased by the Seattle Shipping company.

The fact that the bark has not been
reported since leaving Seattle leads ship-
ping men to 'believe that she bas gone
to the bottom. Navigation in Alaskan
waters during January and February for
a gailing vessel is dangerous, Floating
jce abounds.. The severe gales also make
the waters dangerous, and the ship could
easily be blown ashore while attempting
to make port.

SHAWMUT OUTWARD.

Boston Stumnh’ip Company’s Liner
Passed Out on Sunday.

Steamer: Shawmut, of the Boston
Steamship company, sailed outward Sun-
day, not calling here, for Yokohama and
the usual Chinese and Japanpese rts
and Manila. The steamer carried $5,000
worth of flour and wheat donated in the
state of Washington for the famine-
stricken natives of North Japan, which
the Seattle newspapers, with the usual
“Qeattle spirit,” =ay is the first relief
sent from the Pacific coast, forgetful of
the fact that the steamer Athenian, of
the C. P. R. fleet, sailed on the 5th with
25,000 bags of Canadian flour for the
famine-stricken. The Shawmut took a
good general- cargo, shipments of flour,

signments. ~ The passenger list  was
larger than usual, including many for
the Philippines, including a number of
midshipmen for the United States Asiatic
squadron.

O

THE CASTELLANE AFFAIR.

Preliminary Hearing of Proceedings
Will Likely Be Postponed
Paris, - Mareh 12 —Tle preliminary
hearing of the separation proceedings
instituted by the Countess Boni de Cas-
tellane (formerly Aunna Gould) against
her hushand, Count Boni de Castellane,

probably be postponed.

The lawyers representing the various
branches of the case have been in con-
sultation ‘upon the financial features in-
volved and other final details of the pro-
cedure. It.is the-intention of the law-
yers -on both"sides to avoid public hear-
ings of the case and .to secure a decree
without a “contest. i

A iy

cotton and rope being the heaviest con-!

WRECKAGE FOUND. I ISLAND lﬁGGEH

1S BELIEVED LOST

All Hope Abandoned for the Find-
ing Alive Again of J. Haslam
of Nanaimo.

A SENSATIONAL REPORT 15 DENIED

Official Refutation of the State-
ment That Miners’ Lives are

Imperilled.
N left here for Parkerville in an

open boat on Friday last. Constable
Stevenson left Saturday to see if Has-
lam had called at Mistaken island en
route to Englishman’s river. There was
no word of him there, however, and since

ANAIMO, March 12.—Hope has
been abandoned of finding alive
again James Haslam, logger, who

him.
ter on some of the islands, he had no

by this time.
Sensational Stories
Many references have been made in

stories sent abroad regarding the condi-
tion of the No. 1 mine of the Western
Fuel company here, chief among which
was that the mine was fulliof gas; tha:

men were in dauger"ot-being snuofféd out
at any time. THe miners’ committee,
comprised of a body of men who are
experts on ‘‘gas,” descended No.:1'yes-
terday and made a thorough inspection.
not that this was necessary,” for they
well knew that the mine was compara-
tively ‘free from gas, but in.view of the

tion and thie inypression ereated before

able.
It was wel

mine.
pointed, whosé duty it is to imspect all
workings, both old and new, monthly.
and wherever gas is found, be it ever
so small a.quantity, such a fact is made
known 'to the miners by mnotices: on the
pithead. However, as before stated, .and
to be doubly sure that the mime was in

experts was appointed to examine the
district recently referred.to in the.house
as being *full of gas.” .The result of
the examination, as officially given- out
to the press, is as follows: .

Nanaimo, B. C., March 10.th

To Whom It May Concern—In view
of the impression created before the
legislature of the province and -the fol-
lowing press despatch from Victoria to
the Montreal .Daily Star, namely:

LIVES OF HUNDREDS.IN DANGER.

_ .. (Special to the Montreal Star) '
7;\?6&0}%” ’ g :

accumulated ‘ii the submarine workings
of the "Western 'Fuel company collieries
Nanaimo, imperiling the mines and lives
of hundreds of miners. - The government
promises peremptory action.

the press generally throughout the coun-
try, thereby reflecting upon the intelli-
gence of the employees of the Western
Fuel company and their examiniing com-
mittee, we, the undersigned committee.
have this day made an exhaustive exam-
ination of the underground workings of
the south side of No. 1 mine, Nanaimo,
the section of the mine the statement
refers to, and find that the workings
are in good condition, and the work of
reopening this section is being condycted
in a safe and workmanlike manner.
water recedes. This gas is conducted di
rectly to the returns. The intakes and
the returng are in -good eondition, and the
ventilation ample, the returns being sep:
arate and distinct splits of the ventilat-
ing currents from other portions of the.
mines.  The work of reopening this sec-
tion is in the hands of experienced and
practical miners, who are using safety
lamps, and no work is being carried on
except removing the water and cleaning
up the water recedes. We authorize.the
sending of a signed copy of ' this state-
ment to the minister of mines, Victoria,
and request the press to give the same
publicity as the despatch above referred

to. (Signed) 4 3
o GEO.  JOHNSON, .. -
. RICHARD BOOTH,
GEO, B. HARRISON,
JOHN JOHNSON,
JOHN W. GRAHAM.
J. R. M’KENZIE, . .
Examining Committee.
West Coast Mines.
Messrs. Cecil and  Conway,
smith, returned from  Albérni tonight
after inspecting = the Southern Cross
mines, recently purchased by .an English
company for $75,000. It ‘is wnderstooc
Mr. Cecil has also purchased several
other properties on the west coast. ‘He
has jncorporated one company, capita-
ized at $790,600," and expects 10 form
another before he returns to ']u::zl;m»'.
which will be soon, but he will returi
here again in a few weeks and expects
to do extensive work this season oil the
west coast properties, as well as 0l
i those near Ladysmith. The Southern
Cross mines are in a most flourishing
conditions, several hundred tons of ore
having been smeltered with satisfactory
! results. ‘There is an immense amount
iof ore of good grade in sight in the
twelve and twenty-foot veins running up
the mountain side; in fact, the surface
showing is the most remarkable.

of Lady:

PR SR e LN
i GOVERNOR OF ALASKA.

il

Washington, March 1'.:.-»—Pre.<1deni
Roosevelt today sent to the senah
the nomination of Wilford P. Hoggatt
to be governor of Alaska.

e
CARLISTS ARE ACTIVE.
12.—An incipient
reported to have
The author?
ess the

Madrid, March
Carlist movement is
broken out in Catalonia.
| itles have taken steps to Suppr

|| outbreak.

R e et
FRANCE’S VACANT CABIN ET.

which was set for March 14th, will |

President Fallieres Makes 2 “Further
| Attempt to Secure Premier.

March 9.—President Fallieres

minis-

and of-

| Paris,
received Jean Sarrien, former
ter of justice, this afternoon i
fered him the task of forming & wn‘:J
inet. The latter said that he wou'd
not give the president his final ansv et
until he had consulted with 1
friends.

then the constable has been scouring the

country between here and Parksville, but .
has been unable to obtain any trace of S
Providing Haslam had made shel- '

proyvisions or blankets with him, and the 3
probabilities are that he has perished .

the legislature of late and sensational*
an explosion was likely to-occur at any -

moment, and that lives-of hundreds of

recent statements made in this connec- .
the legislature: they thought this advis- |

. known' there was abeo- &
lutely nb dangerous workings ih ‘the .
There is a’ gas committee ap-

a safe condition, a special committee of ’

v March "I —Huge afeas of gai.

And which despatch is being copied b,\"

We.
fofind gas at one point, ﬁiven off as the
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“ MINING |

. oting for Dolan's
Will Begin at Pi
Today. §

INBUNA OPERATORS RE

‘A;nthracite Operators§
. |ssues a Statemen
: Situation

aPittsburg, Pa., Marcl
row Wwill begin the ballotig
* 000, members of District
Mine Workers of America
the district in the specia
dered by the recent distri
gent of any one else bei
fesident to succeed Patri
McKay, of Versailld
n, of Castle Shann
contest is for the d
1 rd members.
““There are nine to elect
:f@here are fifty-six aspi
ted tonight that in the
election of McKay as prd
jdent Dolan would retire
{ .‘are. but two @
swill econtinue his fight
jee, and that he will &
. of the operators. i
_other national board
Indlanapolis tonight.
there would b
to President

Flee
¢ij

orkers of A
to the request

3 to make effo
gh‘ot all coal miners i
uf.-*thore will be a dis
is' for a joint conferen

8 operators in

The mine

4 perators Oppose Any
§ Terre Haute, Ind., Ma
[ndian nous coal op
ciation by  resolution ade
annual meeting tonight opp
dany changes in the scale o
mining coal that increase
production above the scale
rears’ ago. The action me
‘g to the operators, that
o hcb;ck down, from thé
for: reased wages there

strike April first.
 Statement of Operators’ C
“,Ngw~Yark. March 13.—Th
statement: on behalf of the
operators’ committee of seve
- lishéd today. = “Mr. Baer re
tepday Mr. Mitchell’s ackno
to ¢t swer by the operato
tee to the propositions made §
mittee of tt!llfi a&hmcite WO
He' advice that the same ‘wol
%ﬂ’t_o.the‘ niitfers’ commit!
&k possible. The operators,
they' are taking long chang
offering to continue the pre
 tions .for three years longer.
wis -based on the possibiliti
business perity which ¢h
the last three years will conti
is 'no- cert/ninty of this, as
within the'next three years g
'w‘ imess may take place
g;qn__ 1 the demand for coke.
rying  out this contract 'th
¥ -be placed at a+seriou

9

&_ presidents of the an
carrying companies wil ‘Ime
m‘ ~ Mr. Baer will p

ers’ who were seen yest
hat there was uncertaing

‘gore likaly 1
than it d
’&’be‘ ‘probable withdra:
! hiction in the p

"SEAMEN ARE SCAF

Grews at 'Frisco, Port|
" Bound for Sailing G

ne_‘ng suilor: at Py
‘& despatch from
e available at San
- Sound. . Boarding|
.made strenuous ef
to man ships now
without avail.
master in San F
an appeal for m
: A are none to be h
zott. He says-he could send
upposes that sort can be sd
n}T" sailing vessels, the H
and  the Argus, are held fg
crews, while the crew_of the
contilmg “fo .refuse duty on
ﬁ'_‘ﬂ hands among them. §
wl'hm' are said to exist on
W e:l‘: vessels have been held

; 'Botlce- 'PHONE SYS

is ‘Improvement of Imp
B Be Installed.

ii‘lle.l.:ityhpurchasiug a
< ] gent
i"l‘ tenders. for  the installa
P?ﬁ?fiﬂttendel\s for which
,f"sd till the 19th inst., at
'thtem ul)i bedinstnlled .
; g 8 police departmen
!‘1)35 placed in the localities
tec‘zwe greatest amount of

€, specifications call fof |
ot/po%ictmn totil])e subm:
2 dlice or other city of
:?th:l_ before ' they are {I
ﬂﬂt‘&:ﬂl1 for the system to b
conken one month from the d
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 The i
snd hone, which is cons

:& . Nlppment regardin

‘THe total. amount of wire |
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eXpectéd to be about 4 mill

'M%! be strung by th

“’m}lﬁon of this syst
t of the récommendatio

4 commissioners

I8y ‘which were approved

_ll,w'ell as by the 4

@ location for the boxes
settled but it is kn
_be placed at the
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