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FREE TRADE IN ENGLAND.

The Cobden Club a little over two
months ago celebrated the jubilee of Free
Trade. On the 26th of June, 1846, Rich-
ard Cobden wrote to his wife: “The Corn
bill is law, and now my work is done.”
Cobden and his co-workers expected
that glorious results would flow from
the repeal of the Corn Laws by the Brit-
ish Parliament. They were devout be-
lieversin Free Trade and they were con-
vinced that before the expiration of fifty
years the whole civilized world would be
converted to the doctrine of Free Trade.
But the fifty years have gone
and not only has Gieat Britain made no
converts to Free Trade but a large pro-
portion of her own population look upon
it as very much the reverse of a blessing.
Mr. Sidney Low in the August number
of the Nineteenth Century speaking of
the Jubilee says:

Indeed, as the Cobdenite jubilators
have sadly to admit, the time is one
singularly unpropitious ior rejoicing on
their part, The half century during
which the system described by the
somewhat misleading name of Free
Trade has been the prevailing and offi-
cial economic religion in England, has
only served to shake the faith
of the orthodox in this country without
in the swallest degree converting the
heretics elsewhere. Fate has unkindly
arranged a most dramatic array of
events to show how limited is the pro-
gress which the principles of the Anti-
Corn-Law Leaguers have made. We are
in the full tide, of Protectionist reaction,
and it is a tide that did not begin to flow
yesterday, and shows no sign of ebbing
to-morrow. France —the country of
Bastiat and Michel Chevalier, = the
peculiar objeet of Cobden’s interest and
B&tronage—has provided herself with a

remier who is understood to be more
resolutely Protectionist than any other
of her public men. The United
States, the constant theme of

-envious  eulogy from the old
Manchester School, is extremely likely to
confer the Presidency on the politician
whose name stands for the most savagely
restrictive tariff of our times. Germany
which' pronounced for Free Trade before
England did, now occupies herself in
putting on a fresh duty against the for-
eigner or giving a fresh bounty to her
own producers every year. There is
hardly one of our colonies which does
not live under the shelﬂgr of a high
tariff; and the solitary fragment of con-
solation the English Cobdenite can find
is that a Conservative and defiantly Pro-
tectionist Ministry in Canada has just
been beaten at the polls by Liberal op-
nents, who, however, have shown no
isposition whatever to become Free
Traders in the English understanding of
the term. Bo much for the * civil-
ized world,”” which Manchester was to
have converted long ago. And in Eng-
land itself the Protectionists are no
longer a party obscure, discredited—
half disgraced. It has ceased to be a
mark of mere intellectual obtuseness—as
if one should express doubts on the law
of gravitation or the accuracy of the mul-
tiplication table—for a man to profess a
liking for import duties on other articles
besides wing? spirits, tobacco, dried

fruits, cocoa and tea, which things may |ed:

lawfully be taxed according to the true
Cobdenite faith. On the contrary Pro-
tection raises its head again, open and

unabashed; it is vocal on the platiorm, | Prof. Smith, in the course of further
it is felt at “elections, and in Lancashire conversation spoke of the question
itself—nay, even in Manchester, which | raised as to whether the Governor-Gen-
Trade, | eral’s action might be discussed in par-
and in Birmingham, ‘whick may be|liament in which connection the Doctor
since it re-|observed: ‘‘Itcan be discussed in par-
prophet,- John Bright, | liament if the _incoming government as-
when the Holy City had cast him out— | sumes responsibility for Lord Aberdeen’s
it is probable 'that if a popular vote|act. In 1833 without any adverse vote | g
taken the Free Traders would be | against it a Governor dismissed a weak

in a minority. To crown all, one of the|government of that day, and I suppose
rty leaders of | that act could not have been discussed in

the day, a minister holding the seals of | parliament unless the incoming govern-
Secretary of State, has publicly and | ment had assumed responsibility for the
emphatically given encouragegent to [ act as constructively its own, and justso
the scheme of & Customs Union for the|if the Laurier administration assumes
responsibility of the Governor-General’s
The colonist who ventured to give sush act it may be discussed in parliament.”
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And again, as before, the column headed

tenants as well as landlords—pronounce | Cost per $1,000,”” has an addition made to

it a failure. Those who believe that the

the net cost of $4.00 for each $1,000, to rep-

present Government were elevated to resent the probable working axpenses of the

power because they professed to believe
in Free Trade and promised to establish
it in this country, are laboring under a
delusion. They will find that Mr. Lau-
rier dare not make any advance to-
ward Free Trade.

B.C. GOLD FIELDS.

We have had the pleasure of seeing a
large number of clippings from old
country newspapers, in nearly all of
which the British Columbia gold fields
and mining operations are spoken of in
the highest terms. The papers from
which the excerpts are taken are pub-
lished in all parts of Great Britain and
Ireland. Many of them relate to Gov-
ernor Dewdney’s visit and the informa-
tion which had been obtained from him.
Some of the letters are very well written
indeed, and, what is better, the descrip-
tions of the gold discoveries and mining
operations given in them are strictly
true. It is surprising to see how little
exaggeration or indeed over-statement
there is in what is said in the English
papers about British Columbia. Those
papers have been very fortunate in their

correspondents and informauts as far as 3

this Province is concerned. They can-
not be sufficiently commended, both for

their accuracy and their moderation.
S

GOLDWIN SMITH'S IDEA.

Goldwin Smith having been recently
interviewed in regard to the constitu-
tional aspect of the Aberdeen-Tupper
controversy is reported to have said :

“Iam afraid Lord Aberdeen has in
some respects taken ground which it
will not be very easy to hold as regards
the balance of power in the Senate and
political appointment of the judiciary,
but of course the Tupper government
was in an exceptional position. It had
never had the support of parliament nor
had it been sustained by popular vote
and if Lord Aberdeen had said ‘under
the circumstances since your govern-
ment has been defeated at the polls I
must limit you to recommendations ab-
solutely required by the public service,’
I do not think anyone could have at-
tacked his position. The weakness of
his position is that he introduced ques-
tions of the balance of power in the
Senate and appointment of judiciary.

We have one precedent in English
history that I can remember. Of course
there is no use going back for constitu-

tional precedents much further than the |

beginning of this century for English
parliamentary practice was not very
well settled until that time. But within
the {)eriod that has elapsed since then
recall no case exactly eimilar to this
one. The difficulty is that the Tupper
government never had either parlia-
mentary or elective basis and under
these circumstances the Governor-Gen-
eral might have limited its recommenda-
tions unless we assume that he is at all
times bound to accept the recommenda-
tions of the ministry, and that conten-
tion would be hard to hold.

Dr. Smith here repeated that Lord
Aberdeen’s mistake was in referring to
the balance of power in the Senate and
in political appointment of the judiciary
which were no concern of his, and add-
*“The Governor-General’s action
was probably right but he placed it on
weak and untenable grounds.’”’

Having thus dealt with this point

[ it chooses, appeal to the home govern-

the state of public opinion in Great|ment.”

Britain with regard to it, would be
viliied and ridiculed by the Liberal

»
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declared that his ‘‘ ideal ”’ is Free Trade | the ensuing year.
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society. Some of them, no doubt, pay out
more, and some less, than $4.00 per $1,000
in expenses, according to whether they
have entrance fees and doctors’ fees, and
monthly or quarterly dues paid or not paid
by the entrants, separately from the so-
ciety’s accounts. Qur object is to make
that column show the death losses from
year to year, supposing the expenses to be
a uniform amount in each association.
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29.
Ro'%al Templars
of Temperance,
Buffalo, N. Y.,
1877.

lodges made excellent growth. From 91,-
452 in December, 1884, they grew to 139,581.
But the past two years has brought a
change, and they now number only 130,448
as the footings for 1895 show. The result
upon their combined net death-rate is, that
instead of $9.50 per $1,000, as in 1884, it cost
the members $16.78 in 1895, apart from the
$4 assumed for expenses.

ANCIENT ORDER UNITED WORKMEN,
Membership December 31.

Net cost per $1.000.

Penunsylvania,..
Tennessee. .

Grand Lodge. $4. . 1893, 1895. 1884. 1893, 1895,
17,316 50 § 8 48
5,430 : 3 62 525 379
19,508 5 14 76 62

$16 02 $16 40

2,500 7: 14 66 32
: 15 10 01

90

87

5. 80

70

3 70

3 50

139,581 5 g 78

Every jurisdiction shows an increase in
the death cost, the past year, except Ohio
and Texas; and Ohio shows an increase
compared with 1893, The reduction in
these two States the past year was very
slight. And only three grand lodges—
those of Ontario, Colorado and Texas—
show any’increase in membership. Their
increase respectively was 770, 395 and 382
—=a total increase of 1,547, against a de-
crease in the other eight grand lodges of
6,662. The three States contributing most
largely to this result are those in which the
Orger is oldest. Pennsylvania’s decrease
was 2,648; New York’s, 1,456; and Illinois’
decrease, 1,174, The increase of the assess-
ments in those three grand lodges accounts
for the difficulty of getting new members.
Notice the figures of twelve years ago and
now:

Death Claims
Year Pre- per 1,000.
Organ- gent  ———r——_

Grand Lodge. ized. Age. In 1884. In 1895.
Pennsylvania... 1869 27 $7 57 $16 80
New York 1874 22 837 1701
Illinois 1875 21 551 14 62

Can anybody see anything else but dis-
aster to those three grand lodges in the im-
mediate future? Three years ago they

unitedl{’ embraced 68,305 members, but de-
spite all the efforts of these 68,305 brethren
to bring in new blood, the total number is
now only 59,011, showing a loss of 9,294,
More than half of these dropped out dur-
ing the past year alone. Ontario, at a great
expense in the employment of skillful or-
anizers, increased by 770 membera, but is
ikely to lose this year more than it gained
last year. The August number of the
Workman reports only 26,410 members,
though its death rate "is a low one, com-
pare(% with that.of New York, Pennsyl-
vania or Ohio, bordering it on the south.

Let us now glance at the other societies,
arranged in groups for convenience, and
see how they have prospered. Perhaps
they have succeeded better than the A. O
U. {N Most of them operate on a better
system—a grading of the death calls accord-
ing to the age of the assessed.

About one-half the twenty-two are what
may be called fraternal, and the other half
may be called business associations. We
will therefore present their figures in the
form of two tables, relating to eleven fra-
ternal and ten business enterprises. In
these tables the growth of membership, and
of net cost of death claims per $1,000 of risk
carried, can be the more clearly seen.

Name of
Association
American Legion
Cath. Ben. Legion
Chosen Friends
Kts. of Honor
‘“ of Pythias
Maccabees. . .
Knights Templar
Royal Templars
*“ Arcanum .
Southern Tier. ...
United Friends

ELEVEN FRATERNAL ASSOCIATIONS,
~—Membership December 31.—, ~Net  cost per
1884, 1893. 1895, 1

60,076
31,772 13 62
35,892 7 16 99
123,354 . 17 15
32,922 14 08
53,222 . 5 70

893

53,210 $16 00

4,403 ] 16 00

12,957 19 86
148,426 9 05

927 22 30 00

20,726 ; 13 50

315,820

524,677

$15 63 $15 77

The most prominent points brought to
view in the foregoing table are, first, the
wonderful growth during the twelve years
of the Maccabees and the Royal Arcanum
and second, the influence of that growth in

keeping the death rates of those two socie-
ties so much lower than is the case in the
others. The following table shows the pro-
gress of the ten business assessment enter-
prises:—

Name of Society.

Bay State Ben. Association. ...
Covenant Mutual
Equitable-Aid Union

Masons’ Life Association
Maine Benefit Association
Massachusetts Benefit Life
Mutual Reserve Fund
National Union............. |
N. W. Masonic Aid....., ... ...

: 45,773
National Prov. Union ) 2 6,254

TEN BUSINESS ASSESSMENT SOCIETIES.
Membership December 31.

Net cost per $1,000.

1884 1893. 1895. 1884. 1893. 1895,
16,387

$11 73
25

5 30
20

50

30

09

45
36
13 60

“»
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104,189

319,348

$57 $11 98

This table shows a lower death rate than
the fraternals show in the preceding table.
The chief reason of this is that the mem.
bership is very much younger. The oldest
business society was ‘started only twenty-
one years ago, while among the Iraternals
is a twenty-seven year old; and the eleven
fraternals average eighteen years of stand-
ing against only fourteen years by the ten
business ventures. A growth of death
losses from $5.75 in 1884 to $12.60 in 1895
shows a startling difference between fresh
lives—within five years of a medical exam-
ination—and those which have been ten or
twenty years on the books. The danger of
an assessment society’s collapse from heavy
assessments soon after it is twenty years
old, and the danger of death to the indi-
vidual member, just after a society of over
twenty years’ standing has ‘‘gone up,’’ are
both very great, and %f to this be added a
tremendous call upon his roperty to pay
unpaid death losses, the ear y cheapness of
the assessment system will prove a terrible
boomerang.

. When the Masonic Benevolent Associa-
tion of Mattoon, [ll., got into the receiver’s
hands about two years ago, there was $133 -
999.60 due for unpaid death claims, and
every living memger was notified, ander
order from the Circuit Court, to send in
$167.60 within twenty days, if he held the
ordinary $4,000 certificate, to tpay his share
of those claims. More than orty Masonic
assessment societies have miserably failed,
showing that the fraternal tie will not keep
them alive when assessments increase un.
bearably. W. C. Swain, Grand Master of
the State of Illinois, said, in a letter to the
Masonic Tidings, about a brother Mason:
‘“ His ﬁmttpayment in 1877 was $10; his as-
sessment for 1893 was $164.50. He will re-
ceive, if the company is in existence when
he dies, $1,000. He has already paid in
$1,352, or $352 more than he has any claim
to get back. If he pays five years more at
the same rate, he will then have paid for
his $1,000 the snug little sum of $2,174.50.”
—The Monetary Times.
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