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. Hon. David Mills
At Ridgetown

Another Pawerful Speech by the
Minister of Justice.

Charges Answered-=Profitable Expenditure War-
ranted--The Returning Tide--Benefits of Immi-
gration--Progress and Contentment Every-
where=-=A Splendid Reception.
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There has been no change |

statesmen to ‘take note of the facts,
and to govern themselves accordingly.

When the circumstances of the coun-
try showed that the addition to our
population by immigration was less
than the loss we sustained by the emi-
gration of our own native population,
it was clear to the mind of every
thoughtful men that economy was ur-
gently called for. What I had in my
mind, when I spoke of diminishing the
public burdens, was both to lessen the
ordinary expenses of government and
the expenditure upon large enterprises,
for which there was at the time no
need.

BAD FOR HARD TIMES,

The government, for many years,
had expended large sums on capital
account in the construction of rail-
ways. Large land grants were made
and large bonuses in money were given
to enterprises that had not behind
them any pressure arising from the
progress of settlement or the develop-
ment of mines, or indeed public neces-
sities of any kind. Charters were given
for the. construction of failways in
parts of the Northwest Territories
where scarcely anybody had gone, and
where there were no prospects of set-
tlements being formed at an early
day. Charters were obtulned seeming-
1y for mo other purpose than to allow
those who received them—accompanied
ag they were with promised aid in land
and money—to hawk them among cap-
italists in New York and London, with
the sole object of securing a fortune
out of the proposed enterprises.

Let anyong consider the number of
railway projects that were started by

| the friends of those who were politically

opposed to us, apart from the Canadians
Pacific lailway. Let him say how
much the country profited by these
Occasionally a line

i of railway was projected in a direction

with the commercial re-
quirements of the districts through
which it passes, and which must be in
time superseded by other lines, to the
loss of those who put their money in
the first enterprise. It ig clear to any-
who will make himself familiar
with the subject that there was no well

| considered plan of railway colonization
| prepared by
| the requirements of the great prairies
! of the Northwest. !

| FAILURE OF LAST*"GOVERNMENT.
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anticipated. Agricultural lands shrank
in value. Every kind of farm product
diminished in price, and at the end of
this long period the leaders of the Con-
servative party retired from office with
all their confident predictions unful-
filled; Tfor the shrinkage of the value
of real estate was in excess of all the
sums gpent by the government in pub-

| lic enterprise, supplemented by all.the

investments
and

made by private panrties
public corporations, the paternity

!t of which was due to the encouragement

which the government had given.
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industrial states of Christendom; but
these excuses are all beside the ques-
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any other state, although the
show that the progperity of Great
notwithstanding the
very large emigration from the coun-
try from year to year, both in wealth
and in population, was relatively great-
er than in 'Canzda during this period
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large manufacturing establish-
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| were supported by charity or migrated

from the cities to the
doned the pursuits in *h they had
been before employ So that our
customers felt the of the
times no less than we did ourselves,
Since then no such retrograde move-
ment elsewhere has been shown, yet
the
long period that I have mentioned was
well nigh stationary. An attempt was

and aban-

i made to make the census support the
| policy
! furnished that were altogether unre-
i liable, but notwithstanding all that was
| done

of restriction. Statistics were
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this way, policy of our
It was
of vindication. Neither in
regard to the growth of commerce, nor
the colonization the country,
could any
policy which had been pursued.

PROFITABLE EXPENDITURES

WARRANTED,

Between 1872 and 1878 a large num-

ber of Mennonites and Icelanders came
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being taken from the pockets of the
people to be expended in this way was
mendy less advantageously used than
it might have been if it had been left
with those to whom it primarily be-
longed.
THE RETURNING TIDE. i

There have been a very large num-
ber of Canadians who settled in the
United States a few years ago who
have returned, to become permanent
settlers in Canada. There have been
a large number of natives of the United
States who have come with them, and
who go to swell the aggregate of our
pcpulation. We have had many thou-
sands from Galicia, in Austria, who
have <ome into our Northwest country,
who have taken possession of the land,
who are anxious to become Canadians,
in language, in habit, and in their no-
tions of government. They have ccme
hitheir to better their condition.. They
are content with the. country. They
admire the freedom which our Instilu-
tions secure to them, and they ardent-
ly desire to become better informed in
all that relates to the pufblic affe
thig country. They are, by habit and
training, agriculturists; they are con-
tent with agricultural life. So far as
there has yet been an opportunity of
judging, in respect to them, they are
proving a thrifty population. I believe
large numbers of them can still be se-
cured as settlers in this country, and,
in my opinion, it is of great moment
that the tens of thousands who are
ready to come hither to better their
condition, upon the favorable rey
that have been made to them by their
countrymen who have preceded them,
ought to be encouraged to come. They
will assist in maintaining the govern-
ment; they will make it possible to
lighten the burdens of taxation, and
they will give additional security and
strength to the country, by settling
those portions extending from the bor-
der to a distance ¢f hundreds of miles
into the interior. We have also had
a large immigration from Southeastern
Russia—the Doukhobors, who, in their
industrial habits, in their religio ten-
dencies, and in their exemplary moral
conduct, give promise of being. in every
way, a beneficial factor added to our
original population. The conduct of
Russia towards portions of her popu-
lation has given us the Mennonites,
the Doukhobors, and promises to give

us

us a large addition to our population

from Finland. The Finng are a Teu-
tonic race; they are lovers of constitu-
tional government. They are hardy,
industricus, cocurageous and eunterpris-
ing; and, in my opinion, this country
will be singularly fortunate if, in addi-
tion to the two great streams from the
continent that are flowing in the direc-
tion of Canada, §t cam add this third
one to the other two, and so contribute,
at an early date, to make a great
substantial addition to the population
of Canada.
BENEFITS OF IMMIGRATION.

I occasionally hear it said that we
would be better without some of these
people. This is a new doctrine preach-
ed by a number of our political eppo-
nents only since it has been
discovered that the present gov-
ernment have been successful in
securing these additions ¢to our
numbers. I have no fear of com-
plaints of this kind proving truthful
We have but to look ai
the histery of tmmigration in the
neighboring republie from 1830 to 1880
to see with how much ease and facility
the process of tramsformation goes on.
In the United States there have been
tens of thousands of poor immigrants
from the vld world entering the coun-
try every year. There, for many years
following the Irish famine, the num-
bers from Ireland alone must have
reached 100,000 a year. Later, there

end Gerinans; and.still later, Italians,
Portuguese, Scandinavians and Rus-
sians. Eee with whalt rapidity these
people, of almost every Huropean na-
tionality and tongue, have been trans-
forrned into Ammerican citizens. In most
instances all those under thirty years
of age at the time of their immigration
become thoroughly Americanized dur-
ing their lifetime. The influence of the
American press, the American school,
of American thought, the discharge of
municipal and other local duties—all
awaken new lines of thought, call into

, existence new activities, and transform

them from being Europeam foreigners
practically into an indiscriminate por-
tion of the American population.
true that the adoption of a high pro-
tective tariff—which has concentrated
many of the foreign population into the
cities who formerly went abroad into
the rual districts—has, in some degree,
there checked the process of transfor-
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HOMES FOR MILLIONS.
Here, however, we are in the position

{ that the American republic was in for

i war,
i millions

thirty years preceding the eivil
We have, as it had at that time,
of acres of fertile land, still

the

| unoccupied, and ready for the cultiva-
{ tion of any settler who may take pos-

! the

session of them. The immigrants whom
we are getting are imimis

rural distriets of Furope. ‘They

‘have not adopted any of the sgocialis-
i tle theories of property and of society

ng be found to uphold the |

{ing.

to Canada and settled in Manitoba and |

the Territories; but since then, wuntil
the present government came into office
there has been indeed but little to show
that any considerable numbers from
the continent of Europe found their
way into the unoccupied possessions
of this country, though efforts were
made to secure them. Our opponents
said, all that could be done was done
in this way, and our reply was that
there was nothing done to justify the
expenditure that had ‘been made from
the public treasury with a view of se-
curing the occupation of the waste
lands of Canada.

We did not say, we never said, that
if adequate results could be shown

enterprise, on public works, on improv-
ing the highways of comimerce, and on
securing immigration, that these ex-
penditures ought not t0 be made. But
we did say that, looking at the results,
they otight not to have been made, and
that the government could accomplish
results equally satisfactory and con-
duct public affairs with much greater
economy—that the money that was

which have found lodgement in the

minds of many of those who are from |

he cities of Austria, Germany and
Italy. They are content to remain ag-
riculturists. They are ready to assist
in the cultivation of the &o¢il, in the
raising of farm produce for shipment
ebroad, and so to increase the com-
merce and revenues of the country,
and to furnish further resources to
promote its settlement.

I cannot concelve anything that
would be more disastrous ty this coun-
try than a successful attempt to check
the immigration which is now proceed-
I have been in several
newer districts of Manitoba and the
Northwest Territories, and although
we have added to our population many

. thousands during the past and preeent

{ years, I find that these
form but mere specks upen the immense |
area of territory which this country

! the benefit of men who may

holds in trust, under Providence, for
come
hither to settle it, and to make It the

home for millions of Canadians. I eay

| Canadians, because the power of trans-
| forming the foreign population under
| free institutions into Canadians, is a

| power that

! carrying

form the moneys expended on railway !

s very great, and will
make them not dess certainly Chanadi-
ans than we ourselves are. For
the most part, the people who
come amongst wus are not those
with them the insti-
tutions and the literature, as
well as the language, of the country
of their birth. They are people who

i were discontented in their own coun-

I

i

try, and who have come hither {0 enjoy
greater freedom, mere material com-
forts, and to become possessed of
greater privileges, which they highiy
value, and which were denied to them
elsewhere. They rapidly give up their
mother tongue, to learn that of Eng-

tinet community, speaking their own |
forms |
of thought they have |

i there are immense
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of a century, and still half of the lands
available for asgriculture in Canada
would be unoccupied.
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Let anyone tra- |

newcomers of the past two years have |

gone, and he will see that
ments which they have made, inciud-
ing those which have been formed by

the settle-|

those who have gone thither from the |

United Kingdom, and from other por
tions of Cana and from the Unite
States constitute but mere patches
upon a far more extensive area.

We must also bear in mind
reas fit for settle-
se unoccupied districts
C Northwest Ter-
ritories. The imm possi

is country, from an e
point of view, are not at all appre
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presentative
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™m with an
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3 as no inconsiderable
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PROSPECTS IN ONTARIO AND

QUEBEC.

Recent explorations in the Province
of Quebec and in the Province of On-
tario show that the territory lying be-
vond the Height of Land, which sep-

cli-

admirable
resources,
expanse

arates the waters flowing into the St.|
from |

Lawrence and the Great Lakes
those flowing into the Hudson's Bay,
is a country well adapted for agricul-
ture. It is said by those officers who
that there

are not less than 30,000 square miles in |
each province north of the Height of |

Land well suited for agricultural set-
tlement. There is good soil, plenty of
timber, and fine streams, which con-
tain an abundant supply of fish. Then
there is in the Province of Ontario it-
self the Height of Land which
though often sterile and uninviting in
appearance, nevertheless contains im-
mense deposits of minerals—iron ore,
copper, lead, silver, gold and nickel—
besides other mineral products.

This country, which was pronounced
at one time a mere ragged edge cut off
from the territories of the TUnited
States, has an area of very great ex-
tent, capable of sustaining a popula-
tion as large as that of Russia in
Europe. Instead of being a mere fringe
elong the American border it is a
country extending from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, and heving a depth of
several hundred miles, capable of sus-
taining a hardy and industrious pop-
ulation. It is true that we occupy a
higher latitude than our neighbors.
Qur climate, it may be, is somewhat
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sreat opportunities, there is
why Canada should not, as
of the British Empire, become as po
erful, as influential, as any otlier coun-
try upon the American continent.
SELFISH OPPONENTS OF IMMI-
GRATION
There are no doubt some people who
will cry out against the settlements
formed by the Galicians and T'oukho-
bors, but they would equally object to
settlements formed from the Cniied
Kingdom, from Germany, or from
andinavia. Vast poss:zssisas in Cun-
la, at one time, were u.ade~ the jur-
iction of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany. It was their inter=st 0 con-
tinue the monoj and to preserve it
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1 their reach an empire € their own
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seiti2ment of the
e cases In the in-
of the idual rancher, but
it is div up into private
besides n immense produc-
tion cereals will be many
times more « the hands of
private holde the country will
sustain while it is in the hands of
the ranchers. And so0o the raacker
must ultimately give place to the set-
tler, and be confined to the lands un-
suited for You cannot
have a tran in the o-cupa-
tion and use large sections «of the
country without some but no
one can doubt that cach
of whom takes up a hundared
acres, and each of whom devoies him-
gelf to the cultivation of the soil, will
contribute annually, more (0 the
wealth of the country than the pro-
prietors of a few herds of cattle that
wander over the unsettled prairie. All
these settlers : oducing cattie and
grain for exportation. They are the
consumers of goods, both domestic and
foreign. Their nece to swell
the revenues of the country, and to
'e8sen the burdens of taxation which
fall upon each individual. They go to
strengthen the country for defensive
purposes, and to give it security,under
all circumstances against the possible
danger of foreign invasion. They con-
tribute to strengthen British presfige
[Continued on page 4.]
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HOME DYEING mada easy
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DYES any Material, any colour,
Send for FREE book on Home Dyeing to
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