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2; CHAPTER III.

o THE BOUNDER.

En 1 were you I should tell your
father when you get home to have &
ngfice board put up.” he said present-
1y&§“You don’t want to have all sorts
o@eople trespassing on the land and

river; some more of them may
ihe .down from the Hall.””

y father is not at home,” sald

. “Besides, what would be the

of a notice board? We ‘haven’t a
aper; we can’t afford one. We are

! poor.
m glanced round the starved lands,
then down at her with- a sym-=
pathy that was very tender and gen-
tigin such a big young fellow..

™ wish—" he began shyly,  then
st?”lped. “I wish I were your brothet
oryour poor relation instead of Sir
Jdeph’s. I could help you with this,”
hEJerked his head towards. the mea-
doWs.

Nora looked up at him and laugh-
ed; then she said, rather wistfully,
“I have never had a brother, Yes, it
woild be nice; but you see, you are
not my brother, and we are not rich
enough to afford poor relations.”

""All the same,” he said, “I'll. keep !
= look-out on the river, and I'll take]
precious good care, Mr. Selwyn dges
no_t bother you again.”

“f dom’t think he will,” said Nora,
“but mind,” imperiously,
promisod not to speak to him, quarrel
with him.”

“That's all right,” he said simply “I
always keep a promise. I suppose you
think I should be hurt?”

‘“Perhaps I do.”

He laughed, and they began to talk
of other things-—that is to say, Nora
led him on to talk, and listemed with
a deep interest which she concealed
under an air of polite attention. She
learnt that he lived an almost solitary
life, and judged that he was too proud
to consort with the servants of the
Hall, and that a greater pride caused
him to avoid Sir Joseph’s family and

e

\\

| strangely enough,
Nora had just time to conceal herself,

‘“you havey,

umode

bHAbSI[RL

guests. She gathered that Sir Joseph
had made his vast wealth in speculat-
ing on the Stock Exchange and else-
where; ‘that ‘he was~ ambitious of
foupding a county family, and that
by means of his money he was slowly
pushing his way. Elot Grahai said
little about himself, and Ehe saw that
he Was &béolutelyifree from self-con-
ceit, that he eoqc_idered his - rather
hard' lot as.good & one.as he meritéd.
In short, i hilf an hour thls girl of
eighteen knew ‘mors about the young
fellow by her side than he himseif
knew. 5 ‘

When they came to the gate and she
stopped 'to 8ay good-bye, he lodked up
as if surprised that they were 80 near
the house, and  thén,” ‘after "he ‘had
mounted, he kept the fretting horse in
check while he watched her slight
girlish figure disappear in .the old
doorway : !

That night, a8 *Nora. went1o the op-
en window to look over the moonlit
view she dfew back the curtain war-
ily, for a night-dress is scarcely an

‘|'appropriate garment for the public

gage, and & young man- was walking
slowly, with an:“obvious air' of “a
watch-dog, acrosé one of the flelds;
and he looked at the house, and,
. at ~her window.

but she looked from behind the cur-

| tain and watched him, with a blush

on the cheek to which blushes had
hitherto been almost strangers.
' P
CHAPTER .IV.
THE FAIR AMELIA.-

Nora abandSned fine feathers: they
had been- a delusion and a snare, and
had only laid her open to the Advances
of Mr. Sslwyn Ferrand, and so she re-
tursed to hér dearly-beloved farming
attire without a sigh of regret, She
went about her work with a novel

sense of light-heartedness; that deep |

contralto voice of hers woke the ech-
oes of the old house, and was heard
in the valley and on the hills as she
scampered about on Tommy; but she
did not now ride-astride, 16 she might’
happen to meet some of the people at
the Hall—or _Eliot Graham. Uncon-
sciously she was always expecting to
meet him, but a week passed before
she saw him -again, and thén_ it was
only at a distance; he was riding with{ &
a string of horses, and she knew that’

he had been to Nelsworthy. Grut;lt

| wheels, undku;wth.tucarmnm

{'she was startled when one of the Nels-

| for Mr. Ryall's return was always at-

‘| any one gigle, and wagged her head

mc ni the valley. She thought it
‘was one mumnm.m

worthy fiies, tirned: in’ at:the gate. She
thought it was some vititors, and she

her father’s face at the open window,
tended by.as much fuss as his ,de-
say that he was coming back—had
not, MM written to her at all.

She tan down the stairs, caliing out
joyfully, “Martha! father.is here!” and

.| hoping, a4s she made the anmnoufice-| .
ment, that there was something in the |'"

house for his dinner; for in Mr.
favourite feminine .meal . whic
known & a “high tea,” and conl
_principally of boiled esg-, bread
“butter, and ‘fam.: °
She_fin through the hafl |

the s&teps to open ‘the door for him
and greet him: but she stopped sud-
denly and stood as if transfixéd, gaz-
ing in-amazement; for Mr. Ryall had

alacrity, and was assisting a lady to
alight. Nora, her mouth opgn, and
heér eyes like saucers, staréd at this
Aady. She wag not young, thbugh she
affected more than tne airs and graces
of -youth; she was rathér good-looking
in & ‘famboyant utyle, with & mass of
‘veddish-coloured Haif, dark eyébrows,
and a striking complexion. Buf there
wag something strange about the hair,
eyebrows, and complexion. Even at
that first moment it seemed to Nora
"that they were not—real.

The lady looked not only as if she
were tired of the long journey, but as
if she were. not in a-particularly good
temper; and ss she stepped from the
charriage she threw a somewhat con-
temptuous and disappointed glance at
the house and its surroundings.  Mr.
Ryall himself appeared to be éembar-’
rassed, and his smileé was ome, of feeble |-
apology and iimorous aundagity pain-
fully commingled. He woOre: a" new
light Buit and lavender gloves, ahd
‘beforg Nora could get over.fier aston-
ishment at his appearance and the
presence of his companion, he led the
lady up the steps with an air of ju-
venile jauntiness, and said in a voice
that shook a lutle, for all his audac~
ity.

“Well, here we nre, Nora! Takenr
you by surprise, eh?~This is my lt-
tle girl, Amelia.”

Amelia! Nora was abgut to throw
he; arms afound: he;{uhmqr'l neck and
kiss him 4% usual, bue at this’astound-
ingly  familiar address to a perfect
stranger, she stopped short and re-
garded the lady with an expression
which was & compl'ehenaive ifiterrog-
ation. The lady drew her thin Hps i~
to a wintry smile, and fodded: half-
trinmphantly, hall-deflantly, at the
amazed girl.

“I am your stepmother, my, dear,”
she sai In a voice which, to Nora's
acute ears, sounded as unreal as in-
dubitably were the new-comer’s hair
and complexion. “You look surprised;
and so:you are, of course.” She gig-
gled as Nora had never before heard

with an affectation of archness. “Reg-
inald ‘and I' thought it best to keep
our marriage a secret. I do so hate a
fuss! We thought we would just drop
on you unawares, and so avoid ex-
planations.  Explanations are so -tire-
some, ain’t they?-~Well, aren’t you
going to Speak ‘td me, to say that you
are glad to see me?” she asked, her
natural colour rising, her smile still
more obviously forced,-and an un-
pleasant. little glitter coming into the
greenish-brown eyes. . '

Nora swallowed down a lump in her
throat, resolutely drove back the tears
that - had-threatened to start to her
eves, and, holding out her hand, said
very quietly—.

'How \!o you dq?"

! "Oh come, that’s not the way to
17 m. your - nt'cb:nthor" remon-
stfated the dody, With ‘4 would-be win-
m air. “You.mist .give me a kiss,{
m\y dear.” She _.bent, forward; -amd
‘though, if HeF lfe' depéfided- on - it

* " Moug’ Bould. not. bave ‘avoided shofbi-|

ing back, the new Mts. Ryall suceeed-1{

: ‘o in bestowinig ‘u: kiss.and:a. dash of iy

d'eﬂ:omu;e _tp’ “of Nora

‘Eopatine itke & stepmother:

you would not be able ‘4o, 1.
young, ybu see,” and she sighed’

5 dooked at the happy vdridegroom,

by the way, wis not looking particu-

was still more startiéd when she saw |

partute, and he had not written “to | !

.Ryall’s absénce Nora indulged in that |

\
got .out of the carriage with unusunl *

/hand.

relieved me. _If more wom
take your medicine”
suffer sb. -1 have reco:
Vegetable Compound
plo and they have been
“Mrs. Mary

word trom Nom—mt.her"—nrutsd |
him, and-he wavered into the anry.

Nora stood by the fireplace and look<{ &
l-ed at him, put said sothing. The Bll-,A<

ence would have been wunendurable}
éven by a stronger man than Regin-
ald Ryall,_and he was compelled "“J

break it. Flushing and paling by tu ?

his light blue eyes furtively looki
her face, and then as furtively svert-_:
ed, his loose lips twisted into an apol-*

ogetic smile, his foot shuffiing and his|{

hand fidgeting with his chin, he said—:
“Perhaps after all it was,

hest,"The fact, 181 thought yo\i,mlxht“
“ogre——pr——cut up-a gh

fgain—you see, youw have been  mis=
tress here so long, that I daresay it
never occurred to you that your fas

ther was Stil young, and 4that heéd
might some day”—he emitted a 16014 y

ish laugh—*“lose his heart. You ml‘h
bave cut up rough and tried. Wdll,

guade .me—not that it would havej

made any differénde,he plit it; draws
ing himself up with a pitiful show o
courage and determination, “because
28 you know, when I put -my foot#
down, well—er-er=I put my foof:
down. But there! We have.got over

says, that you will soon-grow.fond of
one-anothép. She’s as amfeble. and

the business; and I hope, as Amel!‘l.‘i

body could help loving her; and' I ami
sure—"

Nora broke
drivel; ‘not violeﬁﬂy,
proachfully, though Her heart was
aching as if it would break. i

“Where did you meet? Who is she?
How did you 7" she alked almolt
chokingly.

He coughed nervously, and kicked
at a plece of coal with the tos of his
new- boots.

“Where did I meet? Well, the fact
of it is, Amelia is-=er-—quite a fgm-}
ous lady.” He smiled and nodded with
an affectation of pride. “She-is, or

er—charmifig, as-she is beautiful; no< E Fit

feebley
3

in upon Tthe

rather, I should. say, she was, a cele- |}
On the rhusic-hall

brated actress.
stage—only’ the
halls of course.”
Nora sank into a chair, ahd, léaning
forward, concealed her face with her

nigh-class music-

(To be continugd)
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,Stlll Lower Pnces. ;

: I;rly happy at that moment, and then {

rathery ]
'toolhh to take you by surprloe, Nora;
But ;s Amelia said, we_ did_it Jor thej

‘it By
told ;you I was going to be i married | s
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ALSO COTTON GOODS IN THE PIECE.

Our Buyer, whilst in New York, when mark-

et was at its lowest, personall selec our

- Spring Purchase of Cotton Goods, and was for-
‘tunate in getting some snaps in Remnants.

- These Remnants come in bundles, wherg pat-
terns and qualities are matched, so that nearly
every time, as regards length, a full require-
ment may be got, but still with the advantage
of a Bargain Price. You will find all these goods
are extra wide. We offer:

White Roller Towellings

in short or long lengths, only 17c. yard.

White Curfain Scrims, in medium and long
- lengths, only 18¢. yard.

White and Ecru Curtain Scrims (full pieces),
only 20c. yard.

Remnants Fancy Coloured Art Tickings and

7" Striped Bed Ticks, only 22c. yard.

Remnants Grey Caliéoes (quantity limited),

.. "only 17¢c. yard.

‘Remnants White Lawns and Soft Cambri¢s and
Longcloths, suitable for fine lingeries, ete.;

.« 36 inches wide, only 29¢. yard.

White Shirtings, 36 inches wide; soft ﬁmsh no
dressing, from 25¢. yard.

Remnaltts White “Indian Head” and “Middy
“Twill”; 83 inches wide, only 39¢. yard.
gRémnantsnFancy Coloured Dress Voiles, won-

iiez;ful bargain, only 30c. yard while they
as
Lot of New Fancy Amencan Dress Voiles, full
pieces, Jobs, at Low Prices.
“Remnants Self Colored Voiles, only 40¢c. yard.
Remnants Cheék Ginghams, only 35 & 39¢. yard.
Remnants Plain Coloured Zephyrs or Cham-
brays at 33c. yard.

~Remnan 3- Mercerised Dress Poplins, only 45¢.

and 55¢. yard.
Remnants Dress Serges (woollen makes), only

- - T5c. yard.

Plaid Dress Materials (full pieces), only 40c. yd.

- Remnants White Sateens, 36 inches wide, only

30c. yard.

Remnants Coloured Sateens, 36 mches w1de,
only 40c. yard. .

Remnants Black Sateen Linings, 36 mches wide,

: 45c¢. yard.

Remrants Khaki Drill, superior quality and

i Welght only 35c. yard.

Blue and White Stripe Denims, best quality: ‘and
heaviest style made; will wear like iron,
only 40c. yard.

YOU CAN SAVE A LOT OF MONEY AT OUR:
REMNANT SALE.

RY BLAIR.

maylleod.tt

dee frpm the purest and belt inzudientl obtain-

8 ab)e, ‘packed and wrapped under the highest and most

-approved ‘hygienic conditions in the cleanest chocolate
“factory in\the' ‘world, ea¢h chocolate wrapped in silver -/
‘foil. Our stock consists of one and half-pound paek- :
mst'lsmwum.ﬁ; k
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1 Btm, 25 nackag
Kmmblu, 15c. package,
: (Breakfast Food.)
Corn Flakes
Quaker Oats—-Pks.
Scotch Oatmeal.

Coﬂee. j
ouse Coffee.
Coffee.
‘ee and Milk.

"_,‘ﬁm

ON THE COB.

BAKER’S
COCOANUT

GLACE ~ (
for Pie Filling,

 CHERRIES.

| Welch’s Muscat Grapes,
Grape Juice tins, 50c.
sir guarts, pints, Apricpts, tins,
1/2 pints. 21/2, 40c.

= Sk .
Oysters.
- Fish-Pastes.

BOWRING BROTHERS, Lid,, |

Grocery.

Siipe. i

m,w,{

N e

Men’s Durk Tan, Mahogany
Calf Laced Boot. English Last

Secure a Pair To-Day.
Mail Qrders Receive Prompt Attention.

F. Smaliwood,

The Home of Good Shoes. 218 & 220 Water St.

—
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SOCOOOCCOSOCOCCOCOOTT R

GROVE HILL.
- Cabbage Plants, $1.00 hun-
- dred. $8.00 thousand.
Pansies, 60c dozen.

v EEm

Daisies, 60c dozen, etc. efc.
—J McNEIL

.+ %Phone 247

——
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