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Mr. PATTERSON (Briant).
subject to great Huctuations in price. and there
will, of course, be danger that it may be
purchased at the wronyg time. Who is to
be the judge ? Is there to be one supreme
authority, or is there to be deparimental
action ?

Mr. OUIMET. 1 think it will be depart-
mental action, with the advice of experts
and of the foreman of the factory itself.

Mr. PATEQSON  (Brant). The salary
pail  to  the Toreman will be suthicient
to secure the services of a4 man  to
whom  may  be  entrusted the  power
to buy this tibre. If we are going to

have expert advice outside of the foreman it
will be the means of increasing the cost of
binder twine, and the expenses will become

so large that the Government establishment
will not be able to compete with ordinary .

manufacturing industries.  The Government
is taking this action with a view to employ
prison labour. and at the same time keep

the manufacturers of binding twine at Hali- |

fax from obtaining too high a price for their
product.

Mr. OUIMET. This salary of $1,500 is the
ime salary as the foreman is paid in the
Central Prison, Toronto.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant). On whose judg-
ment and advice Las the present expenditure
been made ?

Mr. OUIMET. On the advice of the de-
puartment. ’
Mr. PATERSON (Brant).
machinery, where is it to be bought, and

what will be the character of the buildings in
Certainly the .

which it will be placed ?
Minister of Justice is not himself in com-
munication with manufacturers of machinery.
and therefore we wish to know who is in
charge of the work.

Mr. OUIMET. The Inspector of Peniten-

tiaries is responsible for the work indicated .

by the hon. gentleman. [ understand he
has visited the Central Prison, Toronto, and
obtained at that establishment all the in-
formation possible. Probably he lheas
consulted other people who are experts in
that line of manufacture.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
many convicts are likely to be employed in
this work ?

Mr. OUIMET. T cannot tell.

Sit RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Well,
that is a matter of very considerable
moment to know. Possibly the only justi-
fication for this would be that it will give
employment to a large number of convicts,
and if only a small number arc employed,
then the experiment is one of a very dubious
character.

Mr. OUIMET. Three hundred tons of
material are to be bought, and I suppose
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the foreman will s2e to the employment of
as many convicts as are wanted.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGITT. 7That is
no information at all. There are about 600
nicn in the Kingston penitentiary, and from
one cause or another, it has been extremely
difficult to employ them. The question for
the Department of Justice is, how to pro-
vide employmient for o large number of
these conviets. If this hinder twine business
is goinz to give empleyment to a large num-
ber, there is a good deal to be said for it,
but if it is only going to give employment
“to a small namber, then I extremely doubt
the propriety of passing this vote. My hon.
friend the Solicitor-General is the locum
tenens and he ought to have made himself
~familiar with the details, he ought to know
all about penitentiaries. .

Mr. CORRAN. T saved a great many
people from going to the penitentiary in my
;lime.

o Mr. CASEY. My hon. friend (Sir Richard
"Cartwright) appears to think that the prin-
Peipal gquestion is, how many people are to
‘ha cmployed in this manutacture ? 1t seems
to me that the principal question is, how 1s
- this proposal going to be reconciled with the
“great National Policy ?  1f the Government
Cstart a manutacture of binder twine in the
Cpenitentiary, it appears to me to be a viola-
, tion of the great principle that certain per-
;sons shonld Dbe allowed to tax everybody
-else for their own benefit.

Mr. MeMILLAN (Turon).  Where will the
‘power be obtained to drive the machinery ?

. Mr. OUIMUT. One of the present build-
‘ings is being prepared {o receive the machin-
"ery. I do not know with reference to the
; power.

- Mr. PATERSON (Brant.)
iders been asked for yet ?
Mr, OUIMIET. 'The department is tn coin-
. menication with a firm in Galt, and another
Sfirm in New Jevsey for that plant.

Mr. PATERSON (Brant)  Ilave you not
Cipquired of any of the Iinglish - manutac-
S turers ?

o Mr. OUIMIZT. 1 was told by the Prime
“Minister that negotiations had been made in
FEngland, as well as in the United States to
i prcecure the necessary machinery.

| Mr. BAIN (Wentworth). Is it not true
i that in the United States there is considerable

I eeps . :
i difficulty in getting that class of inachnery ?

' Mr. OUIMET. 1 think so.

Mr. BAIN (Wentworth). I have been in-
formed that it was under the comwol of
the combination known as the National Cord-
age Company, and 1 apprehend there will be
considerable difficulty in securing that class of
machinery in the United Stutes.

ave any ten-




