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B.
Jirst report made by the Burlington bay commissioners, duringr the 3d Session of the 9th Provincial Par-

liament, t.r his Excelleucy the Licutenant Governor, and by him transmitted to the IHouee of Assembly
on Friday the 15th day of' Deceinber, 1826.

To His Excellency Sir Peregrine Aifland, Kl<'l4tylt commander of the most nobic mi1rriy order of the Bath.-
Lient Governor of the pro vinec qf Upper Canala, majorgenieral commanding Ris Mujesty's forces therein;
&c. &Sc. &c.

The Corninîssioners.appointed by your excellency in conformitv to the> provisions of twoo several acts of the Legirdature of this
province for nîking a navig;able canal he-tween Bîrlington ih.iy ;-. l Ontario,
AlO'S 1' CESPECTFULLY REPORT

Tihiat the severe weather ini the eI noiin off thec wvinter lhving formed a body of ice on Burlington bay, of sufficient thickness to
carry teans, the contractor avîiled imjolf of it to forn the pier intended to protect thre canal through the beach (whici separates

the bay fron th iake) andmin this he cîonpletely succeeded before the ice broke up, not however without affecting a fev cribs, near
its extremitv vhich verel disphiced to the level of tie V:atetr, tlin in(jurv sustaised is of little moment, and will be remedied so soon
as the advance of the sea, pernt s work t>o be dane in the witer.

This occurrence, howiever, points out the necessity of ice breaks in Burlington bay,- In lakce Ontario no ice whatever was for-
med at any time during the vinter, at all to put to hz ird the vorks erected'in it, which had been carried to some extent in the au-
tumtin, is our forimer report wil have informied your excellelncy, anl it was not *till the gale on Thursday se'enight thiat a breach was
effected ina the northern pier. Its violence has hardly ever bt>er tijalled nonvithstanding which a vessel of considerable burthen
rode under shelter of the breakwater througlh thet whole storn, which she coiild not possibly bave doue iin the open làke, and'this cir-
cunmstance is ainother proof o the> utility of the undertaking, as vessels could not so early làr the sesoli navigate tht> ale without
great risque of shipwreck nor sail so late in the fall iof the year-the dam:ige dne to the side pier, although considerable iii extent,
can be eaeily repaired as the season advances, hein;g na deeper than the water surface and it occurrence s no proof ofthe instability
of the work as the crihs were but partially filled with stones, and the piling (oril inailv intended to insure its safet) haI been altoge-
ther omitted by the contractor, owing to the floating pile engine having been rendèred useless by one of the galés, in the fall of the.
year.

Early in the winter the last cassun added to tie north wing of the breakwater in Lake Ontario about forty feet in length provedc
insufficient to withstand the almoaast continued gales of wind which took place, and at last, being undermined at its extremity, tiumbled
over so as ta forim an angle of at least 45° with its forier position, wiiclh position it lias rataine!f through the voale or a must tempes-
tuous winter, and will add greatly ta the security of the works yet t be made to that quarter of the breakwater, which are proposei
tob h enlarged so as to enclose it and fori a head iwhich, when tilled w ith Stone and secured with piles at short interval, ve feel con-
fident, will constittute a permanent work, at same tirne this proves that the bed of clay does not continue the wholè extent of the
breakÇvaer, as was thouglht to be the cae when originally put down, indeed this advantage seems to be possessed by the centre only,
as the ccassun ait the southern extremity bas aiso been partinlly undermined and.fallen off from the rest of the-work'the space of about
iree feet at the top which ivill nake it necessary tosecure this extrenity in the sane mainer as the northern one, and the engineer-
has laid down the mode of doing it on a plan, a copy of which accompanies this report for the information of your excellency and to
explain the situatiun of the> two wings ofthe breakwater, the nature of the danage ta which it is exposed, and the mode proposed to
guard aginst a recurrenuce in future.

Tiese damages and occurrences mad> it exîremely désirable that the assitance of the engineer should bc, retuined, but be had
without askinug our consent or ha'ving our concurrence made engagements in Nova Scotia and New-Brunswicklwhich (in point af emal-
uinent) made it convenient to him to leave a work which had been beguin under his superintendance and plans, at a time when difficta'-
ties first inaie their appearaunce and hient if ait any time) scientific knowledge was required to renedy the damages done, and ta add
those securities, without which (in all probahility) vhat bas been done iill be utterly lost ; under this impression we deemed it our
duty to write the letter buhim dated 13th instant, a colyof which accompanies this report as also lhis answeri The knowledge
intimated in which of his intendel d"parture, ie have only ii common with the rest of the public, we would however most'wil-
lingly have acquiesaed in any natter benefitirng his private fortune had it- comported with our public duty.

The allowance mnde to hrn of £400 currency, ail of whici h lias received, mustbedeemed fully adequate,-more particularly as
he onily paid occasional vi4its from> queenston ta it, and at sanie time superintended the erection of the monument there-we also
consented to his.visiting Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick, last sumnier, fur vhich hie was handsomely remunerated by those provinces
and yet in adiitiona tothe £400 currency, first given,. lie demnanded:£55 for two, and a halfmonths superintendance' over the time lost
in going ta those provinces (which he had made up) and during which two anid a half months lie did not visit the works more than
three or four times-madeni mostly on his occasional visits ta York, ihere he wasa contractor to buili the bank.

The acconpanying copy of-agreement with the contractors, vwhich we submit to yor eicellency, shews that the work ivas tolbe
completed by the ist of October last, yet there can be no doubt that, early last season, it was eident to'every body that it could not be
donet, and if such, vas the case ta the most camual observer, surely an engineer could not be ignorant of it, and with that knowledge
before him ta form the .engagements nentioned in his letteris, (ta say the least of it) mos extraîurdinary-notwithstandihg suc cn
duct on his part on this occasion, we acknowledge we felt disposed ta favour hisleaving us; and with that view requested he would make
such estimates of the, value of thework done, and the work tobe done, as wvouldat least prevent any difficuIty>r on settling with the
contractor, on the completion of theawork-we however found on investigating Ithis estimate (copyof svhich is aiso ubmitted to1your
excellency as vell ais those fir the months of( ) so nany errors;,whether-intentionalor-from inadvertancywe iwillnoot takeç
itipon ouriseves tut say, that.nodepeuilence 'whatever could be placed! on it,as regarded citherthe work done orto.bedone-andi
moreover h.added a .large sum for damaige aIready sustained by contractors duringthe prosecution of the rk, although expressly


