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in other word'*, would make Burlin -ton and
*u*7-

Whitehall sea iK>rt*. It in jiropert< remark. __________________ o____ ,_____
that the interpretation of jthe letter* instruc- coaid not be found by Whitehall. Mr. J. B.
tions may not go to thiai extent. ’hey run 
“to open the districts upon thatlal i [Cham 
“plain] to the sea rf/i1 (jnebêe, aid afford 
“them a shorter and cîcajicn rout* for im- 
“ ports of co il, iron, salt fish, oil,*' djc. These 
articles can be generally purchased ijheapl.v in 
Quebec, in cunsopience of a large «notant of 
shipping entering in '«allast, and acfcorolngiy 
they can lie profitably purchased in that mar­
ket. Fifteen years, however, liasse elapsed 
since this ]«visibility was suggestejl, and if 
great advantages really presented themselves 
for this branch of trade, to follow }he direc­
tion indicated, it may be said thatj even the 
narrow limit of the present t'ham ily Canal 

, would have received some bcnefii from, it. 
We find, hywbvtr, by the returns ; «blushed, 
[the latest for reference being up t the 30tli 
June, isi‘,7, | that of llikl.lkK) tons if freight 

! transported fropi the St. Lawrenc i to LftkB 
Champlain, almut 4,500 tons onlÿ did not 
consist of lumber in some form or bthey.j It 
would segpi, therefor^, that a canal!having in 
view breakage of bulk at Quebec orMontreal, 
for the Kiij.plv of the Lake Champlain district, 
is not called for, because the want is sup- 
plivil by the Railway connecting with Boston. 
On the otln r hand, were the Cat: ghnawaga 
Canal adapted to sea-going prop* llers, the 
question is at once changed, and the argument 
based un the possible benefit to the western 
lake districts, applies with surge mbdificatiog 
to the -State of Vermont and eastern New 
York. It is true that no return freight for 
Europe, or the Atlantic sca-lniayd of the

ike tliam­
is of Mas 
livered by

United States, is to be found in I 
plain itself, flat the manufactur 
sacliuiets and New Hampshire, d 
railway on Luke Champlain, roq nre trail- 
]«ort to Chicago, and at that port toe produde 
of the lakes lia.s to be uioveit eastward, to 
the Atlantic sea-board or to some grain con­
suming country. This view of the theoreti­
cal utility such a ship canal would confer, 
may be said to command a certain recognition, 
but as to the extent of the trade, there must 
lie difficulty in defining its limit. The re­
mark, however, may lie ventured, that its 
probable extent furnishes rather an inciden­
tal, than a main ground of arguaient of the 
necessity of the canal.

It now remains more succinctly to enter 
upon the view already expressed, tjiat it 
is not possible to enlarge the 
Canal to an)- extent. I ntil ii't 
trary fact has been assumed, 
time would have been saved if m answer to 
the desire of the,Canadian Government, “to 
find a more desirable route for the great trade 
which passes between tide water in the Hud-

*Ti . ! " i '• -\\
*°n River ..... and: the Western States;” York, extending over the counties of'Essex,
the simple answer had been given, that it- Hamilton, Warren, Saratoga, and Fulton, is 
*—1-1—‘ v- ' - ’ *— ,DV 1-1 " ” T ” drained by the Hudson. But tlie physical

georgajihy of this district is suggestive of 
great variations in the flow of its river*, and 
the map promises no mode by which an in­
creased supply can be turned intS the canal. 
As the strength of a whole chain is the power 
of resistance in iti weakest part, so the 
•capacity of a canal is to be determined at the 
must contracted point of its water supply. 
We ha|ve the Champlain Canal now with 
four f if toi water. In 1860 the Legislators 
of the Ptate of New York authorised that it 
should be deepened to five feet, but the work 
has not yet been carried out. What ia essen­
tially needed on. the part of Canada is an 
examination, carefully and systematically 
made, as to the extent of improvement of 
which this canal is capable. Mr. J. B. Jarvis 
accepted the possibility that it could be 
decreed to 11 feet (pages 16, 4C.) The in­
ference to be gathered from the necessity of 
using three feeders in a navigation of sixty- 
six miles is, certainly, that the high level 
could not supply the water necessary for the 
present depth of four feet without this ad­
ditional supply. Cenainly it does not seem 
probable that it would he a wise policy for

Jarvis, on the contrary, never enters into 
the consideration, he assumes it to be per­
fectly feasible. Throughout the report, not 
in one or two, but in fifty places, he deals 
with the possibility as a mere matter of ex­
pense. One sentence is worthy of preserva­
tion. The italics are the writers. The passage 
appears under the head “Champlain Canal 
of New York enlarged to a Ship';Canal,” so 
there is no mistake on the subject- [-

“A# sMwimfini hoe been mfd* to ascer­
tain the r<i»/ of such ir-jrk. From what I have 
seen, and from information obtainfcd from 
intelligent persons who have been well ac­
quainted with it and the country through 
which it jiasses, there is Mitred tohe no serious 
mi./ nut mu-A expensive irork required fur its 
enlargement, and that six millio* of dollars 
would be sufficient for its completion. To 
this should be added, for improving the Hud­
son Hirer for tieeaty mUes Mote Troy, prob- 
aldy from one to tiro mUltons."

One fact is learned from this sentence, 
that the Hudson River, for thé distance of 
twenty miles below Troy, is exceedingly 
shallow, and requires very great improve­
ment to lie fitted for a deep navigation. It 
is of no benefit to imitate Mr. J. B. Jarvis’
random mode of writing, but it is very eer-’ the navigation of the Hudson, in point of 

■ . t___ n.nunu in the FIml- th,- must considerable in tlie Uni*

Whitehall 
the coo- 

aiui much

tain that a formidable expense in the Hud­
son River itself lies in the way o( any im­
provement of the water navigation between 
that river and Lake Champlain. When we 
turn to this canal * itself, everything is sug­
gestive tliat it can be but little improved. 
At present the depth tliniuglumt is but four 
feet ; the locks are 110 feet long and 18 feet 
wide. Some tew of them, however, require 
yet to lie brought to the* dimensions. 
It has three sources of supply. The first 
five miles from the junction with the Ene 
Canal at West Tnty to a point one mile north 
of Waterford, are supplied from the Mohawk 
River at Cohoes ; the second distance, 26 
miles to the crossing of the Hudson River, 
oi notes smith of Fort Miller, obtains the 
supply from the Hudson at Sirabya dam ; 
the remainder of the distance, 36 miles, » 
fed from Glen’s Falls feeder and Wood 
Creek. From Fort Edward to Fort Ann, a 
reach of twelve miles, the summit of the 
canal proper is 81 feet above Lake Cham­
plain. Fort Ann is twelve miles from White- 
hall ; Fort Edward forty-two milesfrom the 
junction with the Erie at West Troy. Ac­
cordingly the whole supply » practkaUy 
from the Hudson at Glen’s Falls, brought by

. It »„ ll„ writer-* inirntlen jwwmallT to ksv*
-- ---------- * n,*B* tails"S SÏÏTAXaSJ* to be êxëoited'

d) •»

commerce the - m<rt considerable in tlie l ni- 
ted States for itt distance, to divert one-half 
of the supply from the most important of its 
head waters to Lake Champlain. Again, 
the physical aspect >4 the country it against 
the hope that the body of water could lie in­
creased. The evidence on which this opinion 
is grounded, it must be admitted, ie snf 
ficierttly imperfect. Nevertheless, it throws 
the vnns prohondi on tho* who claim that 
the canal can l»e enlarged. It is they who 
must show that there is water sufficient for 
the purpose, for until that be done,‘the in­
ference must remain that the present depth 
of four feet can be increased only in a very 
slight degree—a conclusion which at once ’ 
puts all reasoning based on the entai gaiM* 
to a |hip canal out of court.

There is accordingly no ground for antici­
pating shat the Caughnswsga Canal wouM/ 
y,aT0 nfiP^icaring upon the commerce of ( .fh 
sds beyond exercising a moderate" influence 
in the directions which we have jointed ont.. 
Accordingly it must be held to be a project, 
in every way subordinate to the development 
of the Saint Lawrence navigation ; however, 
it may be considered to be to some extent sup­
plemental to it, it is not to be looked on es a

height of 132 feet. It i* Jieriectl) true t “fronts so msny favorable aspects, th3 R 

x very large tract of country in eastern New ^ thet financial circumstances per-
‘ J ---- ------—--------- —--------- - . v# it_____ . rtsssnir muling wiiv themaybe sain mat nna»«— ---------- —V" P^r*

nutting, there are strong reasons why the 
canal should be regarded as a work hereafter


