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INSPRECTED EVERY TWO YEARS AND
MUST KEEF DOWN EXFENDITURES

At the annusl convention of the ' F A
s resclution dealing wsith the lack of
farvistion for inspecting weights cud meas
wres was adopied. and scourding 1o in
structions & copy of same was forwarded
to the Hon the Miskster of lnland
Revenue

Under date of Pebruary 19, the follow
ing letter has been recvived from the
Hen. W Templeman,  Minkter of
Indand Revenue, dealing with this subjeet

“1 am in mevipt of your communi
eation of the Siat wit, forwarding & copy
of & resclgion adopied ot the annual
convention of the United Farmers of
Alberta, to the effect " That in the apinion
of this convention the improvement
pranted by the Dominon {v"'vwm'lt
in the administration of the Weights and
Messures Act s insulicient and that we
empower the executive to agnin take
the matter up with the government

“In reply | may state that the depart
ment is ot prepent armanging for the
appointment of another assistant in-

or st Lethhridge. It fully recognises

l: fact that the west is rapidly growing,
but as the inspection of weights and
messures o only imperstive every iwo
yoears it is manifest that the employment
of an undue sumber of officials would
soault in their not being constantly
employed and greatly increase the burden
upun the country grnerally

“The service i, as you are doubtiess
sware, not sellanstaining. snd.  while
the department’s desire is to saleguard
oll interests 1o the extent permitied
by the Weights and  Measures  Act,
it e naturally held responsible, in doing
90, for the keeping of expenditure within
reasonable limits

“1 may sl add that any injustice
arising from the improper wse of & weigh-
ing machine is not always due to the ap-
paratus being. in taell, incorrect, but
many cases arises from incorrect results
jvem out by the person wsing the seale

the inspection ever so frequent, it

eannot overcome Lhese conditions

“In conclusion | may say that the
representations of your convention will
receive every consideration.’
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STRATHCONA UNION
A Big Discussion on the Pork Packing
Proposition

The last meeting of Stratheona Union
was well attended. The principal subject
for discussion being the pork packing
P jtion. In Mr. Fred. Herbert the
draft agreement on the lines of the pork
commission’'s report had its first champion
and bhe was ably assisted in outlining
the necemsity of co-operation with the
government, by President G. R Ball,
who occupied the chair at the meeting
Several citisens were present to hear the
discussion and some of the city packers
were interested listeners

Mr. Herbert in moving that a resolu-
tion of support be given the Lloyd-Harris
co-operation bill now before the House
of Commons, said that the value of the
smalgamation of the farmens’ interests
is now becoming recognised the world
over. He thought it imperative that
co-operalive organizations be established
on & national scale. This motion passed
without dissent.

Mr. Herbert was the first speaker on
the packing plant proposition and upon
s vole it was decided to grant him the
time he required and then limit the follow-
ing speakers to ten minutes’ effort.  Since
the report of the purk commission was
made public, Mr. Herbert said he has
been in favor of a packing plant on the
lines suggested. During the last month
be has given the matter some hard study
and was now enthusiastic over the possi-
bitities of & government plant that later
would become the property of the patrons.
He felt sure that within one year after
the opening of operations in the proposed
establishment the farmers would be
tumbling over ome another to extend
their support. He explained that the
present situation is the result of along
agitation upon the part of the hog raisers,
and the pork commission was, for this
reason, appointed to make enquiries
and recommendations, the beef commis-
siva finding that the question demanded
special investigation.

The expert report of the commissioners
placed the proposition squarely before
the government and people and insured
the vpening of & plant on & sound basis,
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eliminating the canses that worked for
the donnlall of smiler
in olher places on the
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astinrut

The guarasntee tu shich some vhjected
be tutudersd the main strenpth of the
imstitution. Upen this plan the govers
mentl creamenes are  attasinmg  their
Deamark in which
country the prk packing coaper
plant has reached the highest standard
of peviection has sn alnclute guarantes
which the patrons consider upon their
honor. Without this guamates the On
tario plants failed. He would not oare
to enler the concern unlesy the guarmatee
The withhold
of the price per pound
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wis piven by the patrons
ment of onethir
paid upon delivery, for ooy

ering running
tagether with the
cenl., per pound diseount that would
be paid inte the business as shares for
Herbert  conudered

ation, Like the

CEpenses, quarter

the patron, My

it s reasonable »
creamenies, the bal e of the paymenis
would be made alter the produce was

turned on the market and all the profit

went to the patron. The investment of
the discount insured the patron an interest
in the husviness which in tota: woud pro

vide for the plant being owned by Lhe
shareholders in Bve yramn

The capacity of the proposed plant
would not be immediately over loaded
as many suggested, He undegptood that
the plant would be able Lo handle 150,000
l-.,‘¢ each year and this exgeeded by 30,000
the entire production of the 45,000
farmers of the province last year. Only
shout 5000 members of the UFA
might be expected to sign the agreement
st first and this would form about the
only supply for the plant at the outset
The proposed plant would equal the
Grifin plant in all reapects after the latter
plant is improved this spring

Farmers would not be lulled into a
feeling of security by the present high
prices for pork. The price of meat
a national question and the vital feature
lies in the vast difference between the
live weight prices and the cured meat
figures. The good market for local
farmers perhaps makes them less anvious

to enter a binding agreement than would
be patrons who are denied those facilities

Me. Sheppard spoke in reply over hall
an hour, and while not allowing that be
was opposed to the packing plant being
established, he thought some of the pro
vistons of the draft agreement were unfair
He advanced firm arguments against the
advisability of entering into a contract
o unreasonable A guarantee of a certain
number of hogs was sufficient, he thought,
without binding the patron to deliver
his entire prodoction under penalty
He doubted that the fine could be collected
by law Patrons should not be asked
to leave onethird of the delivery price
tied up by the concern for perhaps an
indefinite length of time. The cost of
operation was acknowledged to be only
about onetenth and this should be
sufficient to withold from the farmer
Also the quarter cent retained for shares
was too large. It was nol necessary to
buy the plant in five years. Instead of
the charge of an average of 50 cents
per hog for this purpose, We. would
be enough and thus pay off indebtedness
in ten years. An average of $5.00 per
year grant would be enough for each
patron. The retention for uncertain
perivds of time of approximately $166,000
(ameunt of one-third witholdment, ete.)
would work a bardship on trade, this
money lying for part of the time without
drawing any interest in the banks while
farmers and their creditors were forced
to borrow wilh interest 1o meet liabilities
Mr. Sheppard thought it folly to enter an
agreemnenl s0 binding, without dealing
careflully with the matter. The guvern-
ment was al present finding difficalty
from so Jduing. v

President Ball in some brief hut éon-
vincing - remarks thought perhaps the
commission reports should have been
issued before they were. However, he
thought that the argument was satis-
factory and he was prepared to sign it
Many appeared Lo lose sight of the fact
that the plant would eventually revert
to the patrons and as the directorate
would be composed of patrons any of
the really objectionable features could
be eliminated. He wanted to point
out that the question is not the result
of any guvernment coercion but the
result of the demand from the farmers
The government would, perhaps, be only

GROWERS’

GUIDE

too glad te drop the matter for & time,
but this must net be allobed by the
farmers. The batlhe matters of techas
could be cleared wp later

of Bask Clover Bae,

whether

dackrian

wp the guestion & o

local unions had say morsl right te
bring wp diwrussions aloutl the aeceplance
d the agreement after the avention
of the UF A formally decided that the
terms were agresabde

To this Me. Sheppard answered with
the mather surprising statement that in
& wenae Lhe conventivg was aot thoroughly
representative Any delegate that spoke

on (he proposal was granted

favoraidy

his own Ume o air s views, but the
sor inchined 10 be erition] was eajoined
to be bevef in his remarks This slaie
menl was 8 8 messure, eadorsed by
Me. Pleteher Mr. Pletcher. however
sancunced his intention of signing the

agreement and danag the government
to do the rest

Several other members present spoke
beiefly and asked  numercus questions
but the matter will be more fully gooe
inte st the official meeting here, posmibly
on March #

Mr. 4. H. MecDonald spenking for the
comumenrs' side of the question, said
he thought the time opportune to band
off the advance of the meat trust which
had slready gained & foothold, and which
has our gained such an ungsailable
position in the United States. He ven
tured the opinion that in a governmenl
packing plant there lies the only sivation
for the comparatively small packer in
Alberta after the Swilt Company have
gained the control for which they are
asmuredly working

James Gordon confessed some curionity
as o how the government expecis o
collect the $2.00 per head on hage seld by
& patron to other concerns. Mr. Hichert
thought that it lay within the power
of the provincial officials to enact legis-
lation for the purpose il the present
laws make no provision for this

VALLEY DISTRICT UNION

The second meeling of Valley Distriet
Union., in spite of bad weather, was
well attended. four new members being
secured and three subsecriptions to the
Guioe taken Arrangements have been
made with the local papers to print full
reports of the meetings of the union
and therehy stimulate greater interest
in the work of the association A com-
mitlee was appuinted to ascertain the
number of probable subscribers for
rural telephones and if possible map out
a route. The members of the union
are co-operating to buy formaldehyde
at wholesale rates A social and concert
will be held on March 24, in Valley
distriet school-house, and the members
are showing a great keenness and appre-
ciation in the work of the association
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HALKIRK UNION

Still the farmers are organizing them-
selves, and the latest union is at Halkirk,
where early in March a meeting of farmers
was held, the result being Halkirk Union,
with Edgar Merrett as secretary-treasurer.
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CONJURING CREEK UNION

In making his first report for 1910,
Secretary J. W. Howard, of Conjuring
Creek Ugion. says that they have or-
ganized another successful wnion four
miles north. and as several of their mem-
bers are living nearer there than to their
old union, they are being transferred,
and therefore while the old local will,
for a short time seem to lose, the U.F.A
as a whole will gain as the new union
will get some to join who were too far
away from Conjuring Creek.

The different hail insurance resolutions
were discussed at the last meeting, but
none of them were found to be just suit-
able although No. 4 was the nearest,
but were opposed to the exemptions as
called for there, believing the plan would
be useless if so much land was exempted

Resolutions were brought up dealing
with coal and timber limits, also appro-
priations to build and operate saw mills
and cval mines

The members expressed themselves
as being unfavorable to life membership,
as it seemed to the majority that if
carried out to any great extent in a very
few years the local unions would be
::'llrlrupl and nothing coming in to pay

s

March 16k, 1910
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UNION AT SUMMERVIEW

Word has been received from Me
G. A. Dizon, of Spring Ridge. that it is
his intention to organize & union of the
U.F A st Summerview st an early date
A short time ago Mr. Thos Woolord,
of Cardston, addressed » meeting ot
Pincher Creek, with the result that the
farmers in the Summerview district,
several of whom were present, requested
that & union be formed in their distriet

PLEASANT VALLEY UNION

AL the last meeting of Pleasant Valley
Union seventeen members were present,
also & number of [riends and ladies
It was resolved to request Mr. W, P
Stevens, Live Stock Commissioner, to
address & mecting of this union on the
government pork packing plant at his
convenience. Plan No. 1 of the hail
insurance resslutions was adopled

The resolutions of Mr. W. R. Ball
on government owned and operated coal
mines, Umber limits and mills were en-
dorsed

It was decided to communicate with
nearby local unions and arrange for »
mass meeling of members to be held in
a central place some time during the
summer

Ihe central association was notified
that local unions gre needed at Islay and
at & point south of Islay A

The central association was asked to
assist some members of this union in the
matter of losses sustained by fire caused
by the C.N.R ;

The CN.R. will be asked to enlarge
the present loading platform at lslay
to a four-car platform, also to erect suit-
able stockyards at this point. The gov-
ernment pork packing plant was discussed;
also rural telephones

Kefreshments were served by the ladies
and aa impromptu concert ended a most
enjoyable and interesting evening

oo e

A man born to great wealth is not
necessanily a greatl Lnancier; neither is
one born ona farm always by nature 8
farmer. Eavircuwent makes oppurte-
mity, but study and individual effort
must precede any kind ol sucvess.
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“I will tell you a plan for gaining wealth,

Better than banking, tradiag or
leases;

Take a bank note and fold it up,

And you'll find your wealth in-
Creases

This wonderful plan, without danger
or loss,

Keeps the cash in your hands and

nothing to trouble i,
And every Lime that you fola it across,
"Tis plain as the day that you double
"
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