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understand. His Lordship Bishop Baldwin has 
made repeated efforts to uphold and jencourage the 
Mission, of which the following will, I feel confident, 
leave no doubt iu impartial minds. In September 
last, a largo and influential deputation, composed of 
the chief supporters of St. Stephen’s Church, met by 
appointment to confer with the Bishop in regard to 
the continuance of the church’s services, and to seek 
advice with respect to certain other parochial mat­
ters. His Lordship informed the deputation that 
the Diocese i<W loathe to abandon, or relax ground 
once taken up, and offered to appoint an Incumbent 
to the parish at once, whose ministrations would be 
exclusively col fined to their mission, and in view of 
their professed inability to make the mission self- 
supporting, assured them of a liberal grant towards 
his maintenance and support. This proposal was 
not accepted—the deputation unanimously prefer­
ring to unite with St. George’s Church, Goderich, 
which 1 is distant two miles from St. Stephen’s. 
Should this take effect, it is proposed to remove the 
church to the Goderich cemetery, where it would be 
of very great benefit. Through deaths and with 
drawals, notably among the latter the lady through 
whose influence and liberality the St. Stephen’s 
Church was erected and supported, the resources of 
the Mission have become greatly reduced, so that 
the church and parsonage have fallen into a state of 
much needed and somewhat costly repairs. In re­
gard to the lack of sitting accommodation—to which 
your correspondent refers—means are under consid­
eration whereby that difficulty would be overcome. 
As for the “ rating " being too high in St. George’s 
Church, I will only remark that in proportion it 
will not be greater, if indeed as great, as that con­
tributed by the majority of country parishes through­
out the diocese. Should St. Stephen’s congregation 
cordially unite and co operate with St. George’s, as 
they have proposed to do, I can see no reason for 
supposing that either their spirituality or interest in 
the Church and her work will “ languish," but on 
the contrary, become all the more intensified. In 
conclusion, I may observe that since the separation 
of St. Stephen’s from St. George’s (which took place 
prior to the appointment of the present rector), 
Sunday afternoon service and other ministrations 
have been regularly supplied from Easter until No­
vember in each year by the former.

M. Turnbull,
Rector St. George's Church, Goderich.

The Athanasian Creed.

Sir,—I have been severely taken to task for dat­
ing to criticize the Athanasian Creed. I would 
merely suggest to those who have tried to be sarcas­
tic and learned at my expense that, when they next 
write, they will see that their arrows are tipped with 
more knowledge, power and point than they were 
on the previous occasion. Now, it is. really a 
matter of very little moment whether this creed— 
which has “ neither the synodical authority of the 
Nicene Creed, nor the gradual growth of the 
Apostolic Creed "—was written originally in Latin 
or in Greek ; whether it was written by St. 
Athanasius at all ; or whether it was brought to 
light only several centuries after his death. We, 
however, have proof that it was not known down to 
A D 813, but that it gained acceptance in Gaul, as 
the Rev. Dr. Lumby, Norrisonian Professor of 
Divinity at Cambridge, says, “ after the middle of 
the ninth century, and that the strong expressions 
of its warning clauses are to be traced to the fierce 
contests which at that period agitated the whole

clesiastical world.”
What we have to do with at the present day are 
e damnatory clauses, and the effect whioh their 
petition produces on the mind of what Professor 
imbv calls “ the most educated and influential of 
e laity in the Church.” Even down to the days 
Innocent III. (A.D. 1198-1216) it does not seem to 

Lve been treated in the Roman Church as one of 
e creeds. This Pope, writing on the 12 Articles of 
eh creed, uses the expression, “ “ JJ®11 
oostolic as of the Constantinopolitan Creed, 
.plying thereby that to these two a10.?,6 did he 
•ply the title of creed. But even admitting that 
.adoption in England dates as early as A.D. 870 
ill it is not surrounded by such a halo of autb°rRy 
of antiquity as to call forth our unquestioning 

spect or assent. In a manual of private. devot,on 
r Hilsey, Bishop of Rochester, put forth in A.D. 39! weyfind these words : " The symbol or creed 

the great Doctor Athanasius, daily readm 
mrch " ; and only 10 years later, 10 the first 
•ayer-Book of Edward the VI., we find its recital 
nfined to s.x great festivals : Christmas Epiphany, 
aster, Ascension Day, Pentecost and Trinity Stm 
,y—“ a sign," again says Professor Lumby, 
e Reformers felt that too g»at pro“infMe had 
ien given to it by daily use in the services, an 
eir treatment of the creed deserves to be borne in 
ind when the conduct of those who advocat® ®°Je 
,ange at the present day is compared nnfavonrab/’ 
ith that of the Church of the 16th century. At

the compilation of the first Prayer-Book of Edward 
the VI. six recitals in a year were deemed enough, 
and only half of these were necessarily on the Sun­
day." This great fact alone, at that day, and ever 
since, has condemned it. I will now quote some 
well-weighed opinions of some of those who were 
members of the Ritual Commission on the Athana- 
sian Creed, which was held in 1870.

The Archbishop of Canterbury wrote :—“ I should, 
therefore, have deemed it a wiser course had the 
Commission decided that the creed in question 
should not retain its place in the public worship of 
the Church." The Bishop of St. David’s wrote 
“ I protest against the compulsory use of the Athana- 
sian Creed, as not only an evil, on account of the 
effect it produced on many of the most intelligent and 
attached members of our Church, but as a wrong in 
itself. It may be impossible to ascertain the extent 
of the evil, or the proportion of those who are offend­
ed by the creed, to those who acquiesce in it, or even 
find themselves edified by it. But this appears to 
me of comparatively little moment. The important 
question is, whether those who are offended by the 
creed have just and reasonable ground of objection 
to it. I think they have .... Viewed in the light 
of the fundamental principles of a Reformed Church, 
it appears to me utterly indefensible." Dean Stan­
ley, of Westminster, objects to its retention, “ Be­
cause, the condemning Clauses assert in the strongest 
terms a doctrine now rejected by the whole civilized 
world, viz., the certain future perdition of all who 
deviate from the particular statements in the creed. 
Because they directly exclude from salvation all 
members of the Eastern Churches ; to whom, never­
theless, the clergy and the Bishops of the Church of 
England, at various times, and especially of late, 
have made overtures of friendly and Christian inter­
course, entirely inconsistent with the declaration 
that they ‘ shall without doubt perish everlastingly.' 
Because the passage commonly quoted from the auth­
orized version of Mark xvi. 16, in their defence, is 
irrelevant ; (a) as being much more general in its 
terms ; (6) as being of very doubtful genuineness ; 
(c) as being in the original Greek much less severe 
than in the English translation. Because the use of 
this creed, and of those clauses especially, has been 
condemned by some of the most illustrious divines of 
the Church of England, such as Chillingworth, Bax­
ter, Bishop Jeremy Taylor, Archbishop Tillotson, 
Archbishop Seeker, Dr. Hay, Dr. Arnold, Dr. Bur­
ton, Bishop Lonsdale, etc. Because the use of the 
creed arouses scruples in candidates for ordination, 
which can only be overcome by strained explana- ‘ 
tions. Because it has been rejected by the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the United States of America, 
which is in full communion with the Church of Eng­
land, and whose clergy are authorized by statute to 
minister in our churches, being yet under no obliga­
tion to use this creed. Because many excellent lay­
men have, for the last hundred years at least, declined 
to take part in its recitation. Because, so far from 
recommending the doctrine of the Trinity to unwill­
ing minds, it is the chief obstacle in the way of 
the acceptance of that doctrine." The Dean of 
Lincoln, who was also Regius Professor of Divinity 
at Cambridge, objected to its retention “ Because 
the Church has omitted the anathematizing clauses 
at the end of the Nicene Creed, as it stood originally ; 
and the principle thus applied to a creed which was ,, 
sanctioned by a General Council, might, with at 
least equal propriety, be applied to a creed which 
was composed at a later age and by an unknown 
author. Because the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States of America, which has not only 
rejected the use of the Athanasian Creed in its 
public services, but even omitted all reference to the 
creed itself in the eighth of the Articles of Religion, 
is not the less cordially acknowledged to be in full 
communion with the Church of England.’ The 
Rev. Canon, Payne Smith, Regius Professor of 
Divinity at Oxford, objects to this creed being 
recited, “ because the recitation of a creed so in­
tolerant is contrary to the right spirit of public 
worship, as being destructive of that calm and 
reverent frame of mind in which men . ought to 
approach God. The anathema appended to the 
Nicene Creed is, by the general consent of the Church, 
never recited at public worship. Because the 
anathemas of the Athanasian Creed are not war­
ranted by Holy Writ ; exclude, apparently, the 
whole Eastern Church from the possibility of salva­
tion ; and require men to believe, under pain of 
perishing everlastingly, not merely the plain state­
ments of Holy Scripture, but deductions gathered 
from it by human reasoning." The Rev. Henry 
Venn, the venerable champion of the Evangelical 
party, and secretary of the Church Missionary So­
ciety, says that he “ is unable to consent in the reten­
tion of the existing rubric." Lastly, at the risk of 
making this communication too long, I will quote 
part of a speech by Dr. Lightfoot, Bishop of Durham, 
perhaps one of the ablest theologians in the Church, 
at the convocation ot* the Province of Canterbury in 
1879 : ‘ The great grievance was the necessity of 
using ‘the creed on the great festivals of the Church,

in place of the Apostles' Creed. Clergymen bad 
put their own interpretation on the damnatory 
clauses, but somehow or other they had not 
succeeded in getting their congregations to take the 
same view of the case. Whether congregations were 
right or wrong, it was a very sad fact, which should 
lead them all to consider carefully whether their 
allegiance to the Church of Christ did not require 
them to remove this stumbling-block. At the 
solemn festivals of the Church, that harmony which 
it was very desirable should pervade their services 
was interrupted by denunciations; and the reverence 
they desired to conciliate for the great doctrines of 
the Faith was impeded by an attachment to those 
clauses which they could not get the congregation 
to understand in the sense in which they were put. 
.... Not many years ago nearly 3,000 of the 
clergy sent a memorial to the two Archbishops, 
seeking relief in that matter. If Convocation 
thought the matter set at rest, they were very much 
mistaken. They were on a volcano, whether they 
would recognize it or not. There was a sense in 
which t here was sincerity in using all the words of 
the creed ; still they were a stumbling block to 
many. He felt that his allegiance to his Master, 
Christ, to that Nicene doctrine which he thoroughly 
and completely held, and to that Church of Eng­
land, which he ventured to think was the noblest 
Church in Christendom, required him to do what he 
could to remove that which was a stumbling-block 
in the way of many of their brethren.”

The foregoing quotations and opinions are probably 
a revelation to some whose training for the ministry 
has never extended beyond the reading of a few of 
the ordinary works which go to make up the libraries 
of most clergymen, and to others whose minds run 
in so narrow a groove that they resent any dis­
turbance of their own comfortable and stereotyped 
views. If those of the laity who object to this 
creed would have the courage of their opinions and 
stay away from church on those days appointed at 
present for its recital, they would see that the clergy 
would soon themselves agitate for its excision.

A. Bisset Thom.
Galt, Dec. 8, 1894.

BRIEF MENTION.
There are 22,000,0C0 persons, teachers and 

scholars, enrolled in the Protestant Sunday-schools 
of the world.

The Duke of Wellington was called the Achilles 
of England, from the victory at Waterloo.

In Peru the cotton plant grows to be a tree, 
and is bearing from twenty-five to fifty years.

Lord Brassey is spoken of as the coming gover­
nor of Victoria, Australia.

Haydn was called the Father of Symphony, 
fçom the prominence he gave that form of com­
position.

Europe has about eight per cent, of the Sunday 
school attendance of the world.

Rev. W. B. Carey conducted the dedicatory 
service at St. John the Evangelist Church, New 
Dublin, last Wednesday.

Sir Philip Sydney was the Poet of Kissing 
because of ,the amatory character of much of his 
verse.

The Sunday school membership of Germany 
has increased over eighty per cent, in the last 
twenty years.

A Boston naturalist with a tuning fork has dis­
covered that crickets chirp in unison, and that 
their note is E natural. 1

James Fenimore Cooper has been called the 
Scott of the seas, from his stories of marine life.

The great lava lake in the crater of Kilauea, 
Hawaiian Islands, sank 600 feet in one night.

At the Bombay Zoological Gardens, the skin of 
a sea serpent 64 feet in length is on exhibition.

The Greek common people not only paid no 
taxes, but received large appropriations from the 
state in the shape of free shows and games.

Amulets are now worn by royal noble families 
in India that are believed to have been handed 
down from father to son for nearly 2,000 years.

Henry Fielding was called the Prince of Novel­
ists, from his skill in depicting character in fiction.

In Korea the Protestant mission force of foreign 
workers consists of twenty-six married men, four­
teen single men and eighteen single ladies.

A black basalt statue covered with fine inscrip­
tions has been found on the site of the great pal­
ace of the kings of Babylon where Belshazzar held 
his feast.
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