EIGHT

THE CATHOLIC RECORD

APRIL 19, 1919

FATHER FRASER'S
LETTERS FROM
CHINA
MELIE SO

We are now giving to our readers
some of the Father Fraser's letters
which for one reason or another were
not published at the time they were
received. Thesre realistic pictures of
active Chinese missionary work
are, believe, well calculated to
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Yesterday we had a beautiful cele- |
the First Communion of the |
It was preceded by a three |

bration

children.
days' retreat in which they joined
with whole - hearted fervor. A
marked difference in their demesanour
between the firet and last days of the
retreat wase discernible. I kept them
near me during the whole time of
their preparation, even du the
night, for fanr they should lo the
fruit of the ratreat by intercourse
with their pagan friends and rela
tione
it were not for your alme,
friends f of the boys wera too
poor to buy decent clothes for their
Firet Communion, but I got over the
difficulty by dressing them in sou
tanes and surplices, and they looked
real nice and edified the whole con-
gregation. In the afternoon
ame two by two to the altar rail and

they

placing their right hand on the book |

of gospsels, whilgt in their leff
held o lighted candle they pronounced

the renewal of their baptismal vows. |

I hope you will not be anxious
about me. Itis true that China is
in the state of civil war but not much
fighting is being done and none

whatever in Che Kiang, our privince. |
It is hopad the storm will pass over |

without much damage. At any rate
the missions are not likely to suffer.
The officiale are busy issuing pro-
clamation, for their protection.
Yours in the Sacred Heart, ”
J. M. FRASER.

THE SEASON OF LEN
IN MEXICO
BY MRS. Yao. &

FRED. A. HODGSON

Following Carranza's declaration

that religions persecution will no |

longer be tolerated in Mexico, it is
to be hoped that the beautiful cus-
toms so long practised during the
Holy Season of Lent in that old Re
public, may be resumed in all of
their religious and artistic beauty.
Apprehension for their safety has
withheld many of the faithfal from

openly living up to these religious |

practioes during the past few years;

but, now that the disturbed condi- |

tions have bsen allayed, full vent
will undoubtedly be given to their
suppressed emotions, and all through
this lotus land the Holy Season will
be full of color and incident, reflect
ing the spirit of the people and the
country,

I wonder if there
place in the world where the people
have so great a capacity for religion
and pleasure all the time as they do
in Mexico? Baing a little short in
clothes or many meal times

trouble the native if any form of
religious or patriotic festival is to
take place. They are a wonderful
race, and it is indeed a pity that a
Pullman car window or a hotel bal-
cony judgment on tbis land which
hides ite happy home life, is all the
knowledge fo many travellers get.
Davoutly religious the Mexican
people are ever truly Catholie, but
never 80 much so as in Lent dsod

especially during Holy Week, which l

until Easter marks the end of all
worldly recreation, for public enter-
tainments are never given and priv-
ate amusements are entirely sus
pended. During Lent epecial re-
spects are paid to all members of
the clergy; although at all times
they are the object of distinostion on
the part of the layman. Children
bhave a epecial predilection for this
penitential season, for in many parts
of the country they are never pun
ished no mattsr how mischievous
they may have been; but a carsfully
itemized account of every migde-
meanor is kept by the parente, for
which the little oculprit must pay in
full when due, and the ringing of
bells in the churches about ten
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o'clock Holy Saturday as the officiat.
ing priest sings Gloria in Exoelsis
Deo, is the signal that the time is
up. It is & gruesome hour for the
children whose parents adbere strict-
ly to the oustom; gome little ones,
however, prafer to pay on the inetal-
ment plan while & promise of being
extra good in future secures remis-
gion of all punishment for the for-
tunate children whose parents have
no special liking for deferred pun-
ishment,

On the Friday before Good Friday

is the festival of Nuestra Senora de |

los Dolores (Our Lady of Grief), and
is in commemoration of our Lady of
According to the general
Catholic Calendar this feast falls on
the third Sunday in September, bul

| somehow long ago when Catholicism |
| was new in Mexico, it united itself

with the Aztec festival for the open. |
| ing of Spring, and so instead of a day

of mourning, became one of th
most joyous the year. One fen
of it which connecte it with
Azlec times, is that it commenced,
and still does, at daylight on Friday
morning. In Mexico the feast
Flowers is beld on that day and is
well worth sesing

of

m Sunday is observed through
the Republic with great Bolem
the various
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this ceremony

L the blessing of
procession headed by pri
and eccompanied by acolytes
f ging censers the
of the main altar and are joined
there by the multitude with
swaying palme. The proceseion with
due golemnity passes down the main
aisle and around the choir, return
ing to the nmin altar again for the
conclusion of the eervie This
pictureeque service is calculated to
bring to mind thoughts of the long
pael escene near Jerusalem when
Jesus was heralded with the homage
of the King by some of the same
people at lenct who five days there
atter oried "Crucify Him."”

while
alter

palms

form ot right

Outeide the churches, enterprising | like guiet

vendors offer palms for sale which
vary in price from a few pennies to
fifty or sixty cente apiece ; some of

the leaves measure as much as four |

and six feet in length ; these are

usually laft free to open at their will |
! | in
This I could not have done if

dear |

the process
while the shorter palms are woven
into all manner of shapes usually

having roses or other flowers added |
bfal |

The fai
palm branches
into the bal
cony railings or place them reverent

over the doors in the form of =
cross, where _they will remain until
replaced by fresh ones on next Palm
Sunday.

During the afternoon the fourth
ceremony of the Veneration of the
Cross takes place. This very solemn
ceremony dates from the Christian
conqueet of the Moors in Spain, the
v

by way of adornment.

their blessed

ctory of the Cross over the Cres- |

cent.

special fouotions in any of the
churches ; on Wednesday morning

at ten o'clock the last of five cere- |

monies known as the “Sign” takes
place.
five times in memory of the five
wounds of our Saviour. Thegervice,
which is full of significance, centres

about a very large flag, which has |

emblazoned upon it a red cross.
Those who take part are in black
from their enveloping hoode to the
end of their extremely long vest-
ments. As all of the movements as
well a8 the occasional chants are
marked by imposing stateliness the
ceremony is easily one of the most

interesting of the week, and is only |

celebrated in the Cathedral in the
City ot Mexico.

On Wednesday, also, from four in |
is ocele- |

the afternoon until seven,
brated the ceremony of “Las Tinie-
blas” symbolizing the obscurity

Hig passion.

altar is

placed the ‘‘tenebrario”

which containe a triangular frams in |

which are placed yellow candles
white ome. The
former represent the Apostles, while
the Iatter represents the Saviour.

One by one, atter the chanting of

portions of the Psalme the yellow |

candles are extinguished to pignify
the desertion of the followers of our
Blessed Lord ; the white candle is
notgypxtinguished but covered, signi
fying that there is no real death for
the Saviour, \

Thursday is a day full of solemn
functions. Mass is eaid in all
churches, atter which occurs the
blessing of the oile. At three o'clock
in the afternoon it is the custom to
observe the washing of the feet of
twelve beggars in commemoration of
the washing of the disciples feet,
which humble service the Saviour
performed the day before Hie death.
This custom is stili adhered to in
many places, though not as widely
observed as in olden times, and is
usually performed by the Archhishop
or highest Church prelate where it is
observed. 1t is stated that during
his brief rule in Mexico Maximilian
performed this act of bumility. It is
also the custom of the faithtul to
visit on foot seven churches on Holy
Thureday in memory of the Saviour's
journey from the supper room to
Calvary, including his trial in the
seven different judgment halls,

The services of the 'Monumentos”
ara likewise imposing and beautiful
and the musio is invariably sublime.

Imposing in the extreme are the
morning ceremonies in all the larger
churches throughout the Republic on
Good Friday. There is the recita-
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of |

| Pe

their |
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| tervale

This ceremony is performed |

tion or chanting of the history of
the passion of Christ as recorded in
the Book of John., One priest
usually chants the portion which is
striotly narrative ; another reads the
words spoken by Jesus; another or
othersthe words epoken by singleindi-
viduale, while the whole choir intones
the exclamation attributed to the
multitude present at the crucifixion.
The ceremony closes with the words:
When Jeius therefore received the
vinegar—He gaid: ‘It is flnished,
and He bowed His head and gave up
the ghost. The priest and congre-
gation kneel, and a moment is spent
in gilent prayer. The churches on
this day present a epectacle of dark-
nesé and mourning which is posi
tively startling on entering from the
outer light of day, for the Altars,
which the night before had been
ablaze with light and adorned with
beautiful decoratione, are now
covered with purple hangings
sgainst which rises a realigtic life
image of our Saviour on the
Croes, below which 18 placed the
kneeling figure of the Mester Dolo
roso.
attend Church with a view to dis
playing their Spring flnery, wearing
instead plain gowne, and modest
rebosas on their heads, their raiment
adds solemnity of the occa
gion
Another ceremony known as " El
and “"La Soledad,”
the hour of sorrow of Mary
the mothér of Jesus, is held
evening which
ere” "Stabat Mater

means
in the
time the "Miser
and other beau

{ tiful hymns are sung to an orchestral |

acoompaniment.

In Interior Mexico the reproduc
tion of several passages of the Pas-
sion play on Good Friday stands fore
most in the line of special ceremonies:
traffic is suspended
permitted to bathe and deadly silence
prevaile all around ; processions re-
presenting Christ carrying the cross

to Calvary take place; Jews in Jewish |

altire, Roman soldiers, men wearing
garments of the coarsest flbre with

wreaths of thorng upon their heads |
| walk barefoot through the corridors
of the buildinge where the prooces-

sione are en route and all in death

sonation of Christ or his Saints by

individuals, have been forbidden by |

the Archbishop of Mexico though
they are still followed in many of the

| smaller towns and villages.
of the proceesion, |

In Mexico the strictly religious
of Holy Saturday are the
game a8 those in other
countries, in
the new fire. imilarity between
the ceremony of lighting the new fire
and from it the fires of the people
and that formerly prevailing among
the Aztece, taough only at long in
3 poteworthy,

Mass is said
but the greatest intevest
about the Cathedral, and when the
Gloria in Exce!sis Dao is reached, the

great bells of the City ring in unison |
i and the Capitol fairly reverberates |
Simultaneously the |

with the sound.
purple hangings will roll back from

: % | the Altars, the period of moursing |
MoOnday and Tuesday there are no 2

will be over and the preparing for the
celebration of Easter will begin.

2% 3
A custom fast becoming extinot is |

the burning of Judas. Itis a strictly
secular custom and affords much
pleasure especially to the younger
people. These hideous images of
the arch traitor, usually filled with
sausages, bread, sweets and fire-

works, are suspended in mid air, and |
when the fuses are touched off and |
| the dangling dummies give up their

contents a great good mnatured
socramble takes place. When the last
traitor has been blown up the parti-
cipants join the vast throngs on the
various thoroughfares, listen to the

creaking “matracas” and to the cries |
| dence,

of the hundreds of vendors of toys,
food and candies, and generaliy enjoy
the “feria" which delights everybody
and affords a safe vent for the re-
preesed spirits of those who observed
in its fullest sense the Penitential

| Season of Lent.
which the Son of Man suffered and | g

| theignominy which he endured during |
At the left of the main |

OBITUARY
Vninig
SISTER GENEVIEVE
The funeral
Genevieve took

Sister
Wednesday

of the late
place

| morning, April 20d, from the Mother

House of the Grey Nuns, Water St.,
Oitawa. A Sclemn Mass of Raquiem
wes chanted at 7 o'clock in the Con
vent Chapel, after which the remaing
were conveyed to Notre Dame
cemetery.

The esteem in whioch the deceased
was held by her many friends in the
Capital was evident from the number
who came to take a last loving look
on the face of one who had been so
loyal a friend to each. Gazing on
that face, beautiful even in death,
and breathing a fervent prayer for
the repose of her soul each recalled
the debt of gratitude she owed dear
Sister Geneviéve, whose words had
80 often inspired high ideals and
noble sentiments; whose kindly
interest in ull that concerned any of
them had helped so often to smooth
the rough ways of life, and made its
pleasant pathways radiant with new
light and beauty.

Sister Genevieve was an ardent
lover of the true, the beautiful, and
the good, in life as well as in liter
ature ; gifted with literary ability of
& high order she was ever ready,
notwithstanding her delicate state of
health these late years, to give freely
of her best to advance education and
espeocially the higher literary studies
among our Catholic women.

Although American - born and
American bred she was too broad
minded to be national ; and her whole
souled loyalty to ber native land did
not lessen a whit the love and admir-

As the Mexican ladies do not |

which |

the Order, Water St.
|

people are not |

Most of these practises, |
| especially those involving the imper-

Catholie |
ling the kindling of |

| Was o

in all the churches |
centres |

ation she bore her Ottawa friends
among whom her name has long
been a household word,

Obristian friendships last beyond
the tomb, yes, even throughout
eternity ; and so in the blessed hope
we are comforted. Meanwhile Sister
Genevieve's name is in benediotion
in our homes and in our hearts.
May she rest in peace.

A ForMER PuriL,

REV, BISTER MARY, GOOD SHEPHERD
Ottawa Journal

Rev. Bister Mary of the Good Shep-
berd, nee Bridget Conway, died of
poeumcenia at the City Hospital,
Ogdensburg, N, Y.,
after a short illness.

The Reverend Sister was born in |

Ottawa, of an old @nd highly

respected family and a8, at the |

time of bher death, sixty eight years
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THOMAS L. HAWKINS

The remaing of the late Thos, Leo
Hawkine, son of Mr, and Mrs. Mich.
Hawkins, of Bogart, whose demise
ocourred at Hotel Disu, Montreal, on

Wedneeday, Mar. 26 .h, were brought

to the home of his parenfs on Thurs
day lael from whence the

took place tbe following da
quiem High Mass was celebrated at
St. Carthagh Courch by Rev. Father
Quinn at 10 a. m. and in hosor to
the departed who was studying for
the priesthood at the time of

long, |

funeral |
Re- |

his |
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A new novel has just been brought
out by the great French writer Rene

Bazin entitled, “"The Barrier.”
is a charmi
cere, and

g tale, artistic and sin-
vital with the breath of
modern life. The heroine represents
a lovely typs of
womanhood. It has a character

This |

Catbolic young |
to |

meet trials bravely, to face the blank |

drearinese of renunciation with the
hope in the heart and a holy confi.
never disappointed, of ulti-
mate peace and happiness. Such
women have made the saints and
the mothers of saints in the history
of the Church,

The price of the book is $1.25 net. |

Postage 16c.

DIED

MANLEY,—At London, Cenade, on
the 2ad April, Sarab, dearly bsloved
wite of Captain Alfred Manley., May
her soul rest in pence.

STAFFORD,—Af the residence of her
gon, M. J. Stafford, Quyon, Que., Mrs.
Michune! Stafford. May her soul rest
in peace,

MCNAMARA.—At Hawtrey, Wednes-
day, March 26, 1919, John B.
McNamara. Interment at Catholic
Cemetery, La Salette, Ont. May his
soul rest in peace.

LOUGHLIN.—At Belmont, Lot 16,
P, E. 1, on January. 28rd, 1919,
George Antony, aged one year and
nine months, son of Peter Loughlin.

LOUGHLIN, - At Belmont, Lot 16,
P. E. 1., on January 25th, 1919, Mary
Catherine, beloved wife of Peter
Loughlin, May her soul rest in
peace.

FITZGERALD, — At her late resi-
dence, 222 Turner St., Ottawa, on

uesday morning, Deec. 10, 1918,
Philomene Gauthier, relict of the late
Patrick Fitzgerald, geed eighty-one
years. May her soul rest in peace.

MoLroy.—At St. Shotts, Nfid.,
March 20, 1919, Mrs. Molloy, beloved
wife of Patrick W, Molloy, daughter
of Mr. Frank and Oatherine Gib-
bone, St. Vincent, aged thirty years.
May ber soul rest in peace.

MCDONALD. - At Arnprior, Ont., on
Thursday, March 20, 1919, Donald
Hugh McDonald, nged seventy-six
veare. Interment at St. Finnan's
Cemetery, Alexandria, Ont. May his
soul rest in peace.

'I'F.A(?HER WANTED FOR CATHOLIC
Separate school, No, 8, March, holding a 2nd
clase Ceruficate ; duties to begin April 28th,
Appiy stating salary to Ambrose Carroll, Sec.
Treas., R. R. No. 2, Dunrobin, Ont. 2111-4

HIS illustration
shows a cluster
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the tropical tree
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delicious flavor
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