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CANADIAN NONCHALANCE.

The time comes in the lives of most men and na-
tions when discretion ceases to be the better part of
valor,
ever, yet becomes subsidiary to the spirit of enterprise.
It is jisst as incumbent to seize an opportunity as to
weigh it; for often, while one man is thinking over an|
opportunity, another man comes along and runs away
with it.

2 (\I\H.ul.l:(n\ h:x\x' \H\wl (llcln.\ul\'t‘\ (‘(Hl_\.l(\cril\\lc
money by waiting to gauge more fully the pros and
cons of alleged=moncy-making enterprises. But prob-
ably they have thus let \h;» more good chances than
they have ever won. Caution is a good quality that
may easily be overdone when a nation is in the heyday
of i-ls'\uu-rh. and other nations clamoring for the riches
its’spreading lands so temptingly exhibit. Emphatic-
ally, it is the time to know your own resources and
use them for vour own ;ul\.'u'vz.‘xgr.

How often does it happen in Canada that a good
pening offers itself, is seen by local business men
and—is considered; considered for so long that an
American capitalist cagmes along, spies the opportunit)
and takes it to his' own good fortune and the Can-
adian’s’ chagrin. It is then that his song is not a|
p®an of caution but-a dirge on the wastefulness of
|un,': llt']ll_\,

“Once bit twice shy,” is a poor maxim for a busi-
ness peaple, A few years ago Montreal and Toronto

mvestors were bit PnuH\ by the failure of their hopes

in British Columbia mining. What was wrong? Not

the failure of Nature to come ount good in the Pacific
Coast, but their own lack of business acumen-in not

]‘Wking into each individual proposition in the way
that any business proposition should be looked into.
The loss of money incurred then is no excuse for al-
lowing Americans to take a mortgage on the cream of
the mineral wealth either of British Columbia or of |
Northern Ontario. Yet that is what is going on now.

The best sections both of agricultural and of mine ral-

bearing land in Canada are falling into the hands of
our enterprising neighbors, while we ourselves are

Discretion or caution remains as important as|

| °a whole host of things waiting to be-done.

waiting Micawber-like to see how thnigx will turn out.

By the time we know the Americans will know, and
Canadians will be listening open-motithed to the tales

of wondrous wealth in foreign lands.

The time to do things is now ; while one can : not
in the distant future when a foreigner has already done
them. At this particular time in Canada’s history, there
Almost
every trade report reads like a long| reproach of Can-
adian eaterprise. Ountario apples lie rotting on the
ground, whilé¢ Ontario towns and | cities are crying
aloud for apples, and Englishmen would give $5 per
barrel providing they are honestly packed and properly
shipped. - Canadian cheesc-and butter are welcomed
eagerly in Britain;
such flagrant dishonesty or carelessnisgs that the whole
industry is jeopardized. « True, Canada is not the onfy
sinner ; We shoeuld
have learned l»\ the vx):rricnm' of the United States
in butter dishonesty, which cost that country $50,000.-
000 per year in lost exports, '

In the development of export trade,

but ever and anaon a case arises of

but it is also not the only sufferer.

r('(u-r1~ from
commercial agents point the finger at many a neglected

opportumity. In one line Canadian manufacturers “for
some reasoncor other have not whhw( the export
trade;” in another, “they are. being steadily pushed

| back by vnl«r;:r'hing Americans or Germans ;" in_an-
| other, they

‘have not answered letters of enquiry;” m

many others, they have “neglected to pack or ship ag-

cording to instructions.”  When demonstrated with
for thus throwing away their chances for competition,
some reply they “have no time,” of are “too busy to
bother.” The time may come when they will see that
| time spent in fostering their over-sea connections is
the best they ever spent; when to see their present

vantage gruun:i covered by their rivals’ goods will>be

a thorn in the flesh not e |~|l\ removable

The worst of it is that we are so prome to pat
ourselves on the back and point with pride to what we
have accomplished. With-a little more energy, what
might we not have accomplished. in view of the won-
derful help accorded this country Hy Mother Nature?




