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The very discordant note in a har-
serves to accentuate
the more the musical perfection that

monic chorus

it has rudely marred. When the voices

of the world are raised in unison, b
jt of praise or lamentation,
both, the uttering of a grating not
shocks the ear and the senses, whil
it serves to emphasize
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It would have been strange had there

not been some harsh-sounding voice;

put it would seem as if that tran-
scendent personality had silenced by

his very life and death, the slightest
criticism. Yet there was one. In
Venice—that Venice that was to send
her Patriarch to succeed the great
Pontifl, that Venice so long the Queen
of the Adriatic and the shrine of no-
ble art and generous sentiment — in
Venice there lurked, in the guise of a
Christian clergyman, the one narrow
and bigoted and miserable spirit that
had the courage to assail the very
character of the dead Pontiff. The
fable of Lafontaine has again been
illustrated; the living donkey has
kicked the dead lion—for he felt that
he could kick the dead with impun-
ity. The name of this crank is Rev,
Dr. Alexander Robertson — a man
with two titles, a reverend without
common reverence for the dead, and
a doctor with the rudiments of an
education.

The article appeared in the ‘‘Lon-
don Christian.”” We cannot tell up-
on what ground any_organ could
claim the title of Christian that
could sink sufficiently into the depths
of hatred and misrepresentation to
give publicity to such a diatribe,
But unlike the irreverent doctor, the
Christian was not a sole exception.
The New York ““Weekly Witness” re-
produced the article, and did so in a
form that indicated only too truly
the spirit with which that organ js
animated. We haveno intention, in
turn, not even for the purposes of
refutation, to send the vile thing
further on its way. But, in case we
might Le Suspected of dealing too
harshly with its author, and in or-
der to give our readers a faint idea
of the evil-mindedness that bigotry
tan engender, we will take two ex-

or of

the more the

knocking at the tomb of a man

looked with disbeliof upon the
that he had so wisely governed,
take this one extract, and
serve as a sample of the whole a

Madonnas as there are

4 may
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this Rev. Dr, Robertson simply an- > : ‘

imated with blind prejudices against
our faith, we might try to reason
with him; but in traducing and be-
lying such a character as that of the
dead Pontifi—Leo XIII. of all  the
men who have lived within the last
century—he has proven that he be-
longs not to even the humblest cat-
egory of honest-souiled men, and
that he is possessed of a nature that
alone can furnish the rightful punish-~
ment for the deliberate sin that
has committed,

He styles the Rosary a pagan prac-
tice. Poor, unfortunate, blinded man.
Upon what does he base his faith?
Upon the Bible, of course. What,
then, is the Rosary? Simply prayers

he

tracts from its columns. In the first
Passage we cite thig Rev. Dr. Alex-
ander Robertson (we repeat his name
and titles so that they may not he
forgonon) says:i—

“The notices in the English news-
Papers do credit to the generosity of
heart of the writers, but do little
eredit to theip judgments and intel-
lects, Unconsciously they distort
h.islory, and obscure great moral dis-
tinctions; i o word, they write
Pleasing fiction, not solid fact. Let
e give a few facts about the late
Pope, in the words of Italians who

W him Personally, and who were
? his deeds,””

This is the preface to a whole heap
put into the mouths

VEry secret societies that per-

he was 1

Perugia; of being g

of the House of §
‘hour when the

say that
Pen could not, 4,

salutation? Is
0 repeat it? Why use beads?
cause they are more convenient for
counting the set number of prayers
than are one's fingers, or any other
device that could be imagined., That
is all there is about it. Did 'this real
png‘ln-thi; man ‘'who displays
8pirit  of the heathen savage that
dances on the grave of his dead en-
emy-—ever make any inquiries before

cidedly not. He simply writes about

taken from the Bible. The ‘;Our Fa-
ther’’ that is said on the large beads
was first pronounced by Christ in the
Garden of Olives, Ts that a pagan
prayer? Is it a pagan practice to re-
peat it? The ‘‘Hail Mary” that is
said on the small beads, was said Ly
the Angel Gabriel, in the house at
Nazareth, when bearing a message
from God to the Vingin destined to
become the human mother of the Son
of God. It is recorded word for
word in the Bible. Is that a pagan
it a pagan practice
Be-

the

hing his miserable slanders? De-

which is not within his know-
e. Even the vile and bascless ac-

fore whom the entire world bowed in
homage, and over whose ashes tears
of admiration were shed by eyes that

church

it win
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be-
have been disproved times out
but merely to give our readers
idea of the depths to which bigot.
We
that prejudice can fling over a h

rt- | man mind,

workers in the temperance cause
Their thoughts travel often to the
College of Maynooth, and their hopes
for the future and final triumph of
temperance in Ireland are centred in
Ireland’s future priests.

“In  ordinary circumstances J

should not take the liberty of
dressing a special meeting of
Patrick’'s Total Abstinence and
Pioneer Association. It will serve
us in many ways others as well
ourselves have been doing, and . are
still doing, and are likely to do in
the holy cause of temperance, which
all of us in common have at heart.
It must be pleasing and gratifying
to us to iearn of the success of the
work in which we are engaged. The
consciousness of success is also a
wonderful tonic for the weary or the
wavering; and it stimulates to re-
newed activity and more generous ei-*
fort all earnest workere in any good
cause.”’
What a glorious crusade this is.
Father Matthew was alone in his
mighty struggle, and all know of the
wonderful results of his great efforts
in the cause of temperance. What,
then, would not be the result if in-
stead of one we were to have thou-
sands of Matthews—one in every par-
ish? Imagine it.
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icle, and as fair illustration of the

arguments used, and the Sentiments

encertalned by its author. He saysi—

““There is no Pope in history who TEMPEHANCE AND [x‘ Pl

has done what Pope Leo XTIT, has M

to diminish the worship of God and

of Christ in favor of that of the

Virgin Mary., She was his god or : .

rather goddess; or rather, T should 14‘: i Spec‘-nl -miss“m oy
-} say, these female idols were his god- p-nest. L TENhIE 1b Ml e

desses; as there are as many different f.0R 00, Lok by s Not ko

first Congress was held at Mayenc

though,

of course, a

expect a seat in a Protestant
trict except through extraordinary
circumstances. This being so, the
Centre has' reached the highest posi-
Lion it can expect to attain as Je-
gards the number of seats. The only
increase of strength that could he
obtained was in the number of votes,
And such increase it obtaine d,
quite an unexpected increase,
more than 400,000 votes. Never Le-
fore has the strength of the Catnolic
Church as a rampart against Social
ism been so manifestly proved as this
time. The leading organ of the So
cialists confesses that a bitter dis
appointment mars the jubilant ring
of the party in the discovery that
the Socialistic weapons have been
without effect against the Centre. It
calls on the approaching assembly of
the party at Dresden to consider
what new measures ought to be ad-
opted. Protestant organs, on the
other hand, own that Catholics are
properly equipped in their battle a.
galnst Socialism, whereas the Pro.
testant Church has done nothing and
can -do nothing,

dis-

an

viz.,

Nor is this all. In Germany, _as
elsewhere, the fanaticism of a ‘cer-
tain action of Protestantism knows
of late no bounds. Before the elce-
tion people of this kind went so far
as to propose a combination of all
political parties to crush the “Ultra-
montanism’’ of the Centre. In a num-
ber of cases they openly avowed that
the Socialists were the minor evij.
This kind of warfare flourished pat
ticularly in the kingdom of Saxony.
And the result? The champions of
‘‘tolerant’”” Protestantism in that
kingdom lost every seat, with the ex-
ception of one, and in that single
one they implored the handful of

large propor-

ed by cities and rural districts, g
better informed as to the real wants
of the people than any other party
and, therefore, carries even more
weight by its moral strength +han
by its voting power, Morecover, it
| has maintained the glorious tradi-
tion of Windthorst—to use its power
and influence according to the law
of justice to al classes, and not ac-
cording to the wishes of the Govern.
ment or even to the
own movement,

As to the Congress itself,
touch upon all the more Prominent
topics of Catholic life. It goes with-
out saying that public matters
considered and treated i
point of view of Catholic

are
from

ing societies of all sorts, and news-

five in number, including the Goerret
Society and the Society
Charles Borromaeus, which takes the
place in Germany of the
Truth Society. The Borromacus So-
tiety last year counted 104,000 mem-
bers, with an income of about $200,-
000. Fifthly, the political, and iast-
ly, the social socicties.

ol

(=) A8

Cathoijie [ 1!

The most important of the
tical, and indeed of all these unions,

poli-

is at the present tima the Katholis-
cher Voyksverein, the Catholiz
ple’s Union. Tt founded

Windthorst, and was indeed the last

i’co-
w

was by

great work of that great leader. Its

object is to oppose and combat {he

errors and revolutionary movement
of Socialists and to promote the
Christian order of society. Tins
union holds meetings throughout the
country wherever Catholics are pt-
tacked or the policy of the Coantpe
party is to be defended and no local

organization in existence,
The number of held  in
March alone this year was no less

than 192. The headquarters of this

is as yet
meetings

union are at Munchen-Gladhach,
Rhineland. It was justly called by
the late Dr. Lieber the ‘‘permanent | re

congress of Catholics.” By the mwet-
ings and millions of leaflets &nd
pamphlets it has done admirable
work, warding off the attacks of foes
and uniting Catholics wherever op-
posing interests, as between indus-\
trial and agricultural laborers, were
threatening their harmony of action.
They are a united army, bound {o-
gether by Christian principles, by a
sound and popular policy, and by
the guidance of able leaders. They
have their enemies, not the least em-
barrassing those Catholics of Poland

Catholics to help them to defeat the
Socialists in a second ballot.

The overthrow ol the fanatical
Protestant party has certai

enemies and weaken the Centre,

and Alsace, who by their quicnlism
play into the hands ?(' their  worst

which not  alypt

another and

their

which would |

some

correct,
between

Bernstein and von Vollmar
And

other,
electors,
very ma
or the ]
ture
vent to
or their

eral., Th

advantage of its | self complains
character of its new Supporters and
it wil) | considers it to be its first and main
to leaven these new

duty
with the

That it will Succeed to a certain ex-
the | tent amongst the Protestant and un-
doctring | believing portion of Germany

llrodum-d into Ireland,

ounted in the year 1902 to 823,864,
and the total income to more
$200,000,

nany

societies amongst
men, one of the latest being named,
in honor of the great Pontiff of work-
ingmen, the Leo Insurance Society.
It promises to be a sucx
already sixty
diocese of ‘Cologne. T

of t

will help visitors to understand the

vorking of

and to follow its debates and reports
with interest.—Special German
tributor to Liverpool Catholic Times,
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There are grave differences
Bebel on the one hand and
on the
as  to the Socialistic
there ‘can be no doubt that
ny of them have no idea of,
east wish for, Bebel's “*fu=-
but they have given
their hatred of the Classes
discontent of affairs in gen
e ‘“Vorwarts'’ newspaper it-
of the un-Socialistic

masseg

leaven of pure Socialism,

than
there are
insurance
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58, having

branches in the arch-
hope that
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the Catholic Congress,
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J. F. K.

Wishing  you

MRS. M. M.
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amount_due you for my subseripti
to the “True Witness,”” and v
to congratulate you on the sp
progress of your noble paper. P
excuse my negligence in nol
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