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board the boat, and I thoughtthough they would eat each other 
that some sueh unsatisfactory meals were made. Though the 
night was very cold I slept upon the deck, as the banquet was 
o-oing on below. The songs of triumph and the wailings of des­
pair at such festivals do not make pleasant music for an outsider.

I went also to see some hurdle-racing and steeple-chasing at the 
Melbourne race-course—partly because I had been told that the 
course itself was especially worth seeing, and partly as having been 
invited to join a pleasant party. It had been impressed upon me 
as a duty that I should see at least one day’s racing at Melbourne, 
in order that I might report on the aspect of the race-course, the 
skill of the riders, and especially on the manners of the people. 
The course itself is something under two miles round. The courses 
run can, here as elsewhere, be arranged to any distance, the 
races I saw were described as being about three and two miles, and 
were all leap-races. I can only say of the fences prepaied that I 
never before saw any which appeared to me so dangerous. They 
consisted chiefly of timber built up so stiffly that no horse and 
rider could break them, and were about four feet eight inches high. 
There was also a wall or two in the distant part of the course ;

to men and horses 
bold to a fault, men
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but I regard walls as very much less dangerous 
than timber. The riding appeared to ’ 
being utterly reckless in riding beaten horses at barriers of built-up 
timber. The fashion and traditions of the place require that men 
shall so ride, and they certainly keep up the fashion and traditions. 
Consequently, on the occasion to which I allude there were almost 
innumerable falls. I think seven men and horses were down in 
one race, and four in another. I heard afterwards that the sports 
of the day were considered to have gone off with very harmless 
cess. One jockey was a good deal crushed, and another had his 
collar-bone broken. Why half-a-dozen were not killed I cannot 
explain. Some of the horses jumped with admirable precision, 
taking just all the labour that was necessary and no more ; but, as 
I afterwards learned, these horses will jump almost any amount of 
timber, but know nothing of fences, which are less dangerous, but 
more complicated and requiring greater skill. From the steward’s 
stand, and from the top of the great stand,—and indeed from the 
seats below,—every part of the course can be seen, so that with a 
good field-glass the working of any horse or any jockey may be 
watched throughout the whole race.

But perhaps the most remarkable feature of the performance 
was the demeanor of the people. From the beginning to the end 
of the day, I saw no one drunk ; I heard no word that could shock 
any lady ; I found no one rough, uncourteous, or displeasing. 
There was no thimble-rigging and no throwing of sticks. All the 
world was decent and decently dressed. Within a certain 
enclosure,— if it was enclosed,— ladies walked about with gentle- 
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