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Weaning the Lamb.start it got 
fight against 
11 a “miracle

I

THE HORSE. By this time many lambs are weaned but there are 
flocks where the lambs still run with the ewes and are 
keeping them from gaining in flesh in preparation for the 
breeding season. When the pastures become hard and 
dry the lambs are better weaned and put on a piece of 
fresh succulent clover or rape. Unless care is exercised 
the lamb’s growth Will be checked at weaning time. The 
first few days after weaning is a critical time with the 
lamb, especially if it has not been grain fed during the 
summer. If the lamb commences to fail it becomes a 
subject for attacks of parasites which sap its life. When 
a lamb is three-and-a-half to four months old it might 
advisedly be weaned and put on fresh forage. The 
ewes will keep in fair condition on the drying pastures 
and there will be less danger of udder trouble than if they 
were on luxuriant pasture. .

It is a good plan to teach a lamb to eat grain before 
it is weaned, in fact, some shepherds gram the lambs 
from the time they are a couple of weeks old and claim 
that it pays. Experiments as given in Henry s Feeds 
and Feeding show that lambs gram fed from birth as a 
supplement to the ewe’s milk attained a given weight 
from 4 to 7 weeks sooner than those fed no grain before 
weaning and required about the same amount of grain 
for the same increase in weight. One advantage is that 
the lambs are ready for market at any time so that the 
owner may take advantage of any fluctuations m the
"^Whether the lamb is to be kept for breeding purposes 
or to be butchered in the fall it should not be allowed to 
lose flesh at any time. It is more expensive to replace 
flesh than to hold it; consequently lambs should have 
the run of good clover or rape from the time they are 
weaned. If green feed is short whole oats and bran 
may be fed. Cabbage and kale are other crops grown 
for the flock. About one-half pound of grain per 
head daily is liberal feeding and the custom is to feed

is weaned the ewe’s udder should be 
watched for a few days. There is danger of complica­
tions setting in if the ewe is a heavy milker, and if 
attention is not given a portion of the udder may be 
rendered useless. Weaning the lambs gradually will 
overcome the trouble. Where this is not practical 
the ewe should be milked a time or two. ,, . .__ .

The thin ewes at weaning time are usually the best 
milkers, therefore they are the ones to retain for breeding 
purposes. The fat ewes give evidence thatthey have 
been looking after themselves m place of feeding their 
progeny. Ewes of this character are not the most 
profitable to keep and any showing excessive fat after 
raising a lamb might well be culled out and sent to the

Overdraw Checks on Road Horses.
The use and abuse of overdraw check reins on horses 

are Questions that have been discused for many years.
I iL other debatable questions, extreme views are taken 
on both sides. Many people condemn them under any 

nd all conditions; not condemn the overdraw only, but 
checks of any nature. In a large percentage of cases 
the condemnation is expressed by those who have had 
little or no experience in driving horses; often by those 
who never owned a horse, hence are not qualified to 
intelligently discuss the matter, but have heard some 
fâdd st say that “the use of an overdraw is cruel, or 
thev may occasionally have noticed a horse whose head 
was so tightly drawn up by an overdraw ps to cause well 
rlrVed discomfort. On the other hand, a few owners 
™d driverftf horses, probably having noticed that the 
heads of most horses racing in harness are tightly checked, 
usually by overdraws of same pattern, and probably

check their horses until their 1 eads are high and their 
noses protruded, for ordinary road work. Those who 
take the first stand claim that the use of a check of any 
nature is cruel, and, if they had the power, would 
letrislate so that the use of a check on a horse would be­
come a punishable offence. These, we claim, are ex­
tremists; they do not give the subiect intelligent con­
sideration* they speak neither from experience nor com 
mon sense. At the same time we cannot but deplore 
the too frequent abuse of the check rein. The principal 
reasons why overdraws are used principally on the road hora are (1) It is good form; (2) he fs a light harness 
horse and the overdraw is less bulky than those of other 
kinds* (3) it is the kind of check usually driven on 
race horses, and the road horse being of the same breed 
or class, it is the kind usually adopted. The intelligent 
and humane use of the overdraw causes no more dis­
comfort to the horse than that of other patterns; but the 
abuse of a check of any pattern—that is when the 
horse’s head is held up too high for a considerable length 
of time—without doubt causes extreme discomfort, and 
we might say, agony.

There are different manners of using the overdraw*
Some attach it to the driving bit. This we consider is 
not good practice, as the check acts directly upon the 
guiding bit. Others attach to a small bit, especially 
designed for the purpose, which plan we consider better 
as the driving bit is not interfered with; whilç others ■■ 
attach it to a short, soft strap with a ring at each end.
This is called a jaw-strap and is placed under the lower 
;aw hence has no direct action upon the mouth. This 

olan we think the best. Many claim that
rhprk whatever should be used for ordinary driving; While the percentage of grade sires in service is
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The ram should be fed a li««le grain during the fall.
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rein, rot sufficiently tight to cause disfcomfort, but season stock is used the herd will 1^‘m!rS as to the reason for
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avoid more or less s?f1®u?^:lden^' duiland ^reless if More stock means more manure with which to build ®^nt j„ piace of planning for the future. There may
np the soil to grow larger crops to feed more stock. .

look mean unless constantly kept to attention by e The herd sire that receives regular exercise is usually *?Udityis fnqt aiways as easy to secure as it should be
rman",^»™"™™- SîtiSK»!" **■»““ fa. the one closely^onhn.d » pen.

he or she is justified in driving with a maleratcly tight Qo not have the ram too fat during the breeding . , of merit is for a number of stockmen to club
check when circumstances demand it, event™3ugh the of iambs is wanted next spring. “ ther n the purchase of one. In this way the ex-
loafing inclination of h,s horse be ^^^1^ There he nfust & in a thrifty condition. JnîdLsnotcome heavy on any one person yet each
are horses whose manners and general tendencies are ---------------------------- -- penseouc» u bave the use of the best blood
so bad, through either want of proper education or be- p,ace the sow in the farrowing pen a few days pre- "Î® . breed jn many centres horse breeding clubs
cause of congenital^ cussedness that it is not sa.e o vjous tQ farrowing| in order that she may become ac- hfJ^been organized and in the majority of cases have
drive them unless they are tightly checked. No perron d t her new quarters before she has a litter f j t tbe benefit of each member. Why not co-
but those who have had experience with this kind ot a custu m ° n in the durchase of a bull?
horse can appreciate how much more easily he is con- <-------------------- —------- „ °P in the first place it would be necessary that there be
trolled when tightly checked than when hls head »s at A stream cannot of itself rise higher than its source, , j the ône neighborhood breeding the one class
liberty. Under such circumstances are we not Justified neither can stock of high quality be secured from sire ®efv®ni‘mals and an desirous of improving their stock, 
in considering the safety of the drivers and others in the inferior type and conformation. Look well , ^ tendency in some sections for every
conveyance of more importance than the comfort of ^^udity of breeding stock used. Lo™ breed to get a* fo8t-hold in the district, and
an ill-mannered horse? Even an extremist would hardly to quality -----------s-----_------ known brred^to^t^ dissatisfied ^th results
dare to refuse the use of a tight check rein or other Jf & handfu, of clover bay and a box containing a dlfficult fqr him t0 mate his females with a bull
device to ensure reasonable safety in such cases. |ittle grain is piaced in the calf pen the calves will start iys u ^ wou,d ^ mucb better for every

While on general principles we think the side check t0 eat at an early age. These feeds along with milk ockman in a certain section to go in for one class of 
more comfortable, we claim that the intelligent and keep the cajf jn a thrifty, growing condition. cattle. It would be to their advantage in breeding and
humane use of either quite justifiable and in most cases ------------------------------— marketing For instance, patrons of York, Wellington
advisable. We do not object to tight checking for 0ur mutton and beef supply must largely come from Ontario Counties are noted the Dominion over for
racing purposes. Most horses go faster when so rigged, e Qne or two-hundred-acre farms. 1 he ranches are hieh-class Shorthorns and Clydesdales produced,
but tl>e duration of this rigging is for only a few minutes being divided up into small holdings. _ Is your farm stockmen looking for breeding stock naturally go to 
at a time. But, on the other hand, we consider that the carrying the number of sheep and cattle it is capable of. tbese centres, knowing that if one breeder s stock does
tight checking of a good-mannered horse for ordinary —-—— ------ * *7* * * not Come up to their ideal that there are other herds
driving, when he is often in harness for hours at a time, The sow that has been running on pasture all summer near by_ They have a chance to select what they want,
causes such agony that no man is justified in subjecting sbould be fed green feed when confined to the farrowing believe there are many young men to-day who would
him to it, but we also claim that the driver of a vicious _en \ sudden change in the ration is liable to lead ... jnto the pure-brea stock business, but hesitate
horse is justified in using any appliance that is neces- to digestive troubles and possibly to loss of both sow tbe paying out of the price they would have to pay 
sary to ensure reasonable safety Whik and btter.
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