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In this chapter the apostle was meeting the
minds of those who had cast doubts on the resur-
rection, but not on immortality. A man will cast
doubts on the resurrection, while he will speak of
his immortality and magnify himself in it, because
it is me.. It it /7 that am immortal. But if } am
the dead thing God raises from the dead, what
then—where am 1?2 Why my pride is brought
down, and God’s power is brought in and exalted.
Therefore if I am talking of immortality, | am
‘talking of myself ; but if talking of resurrection, 1
am wholly cast on God.

Resurrection is connected with death (I am now
speaking of believers), but 1t is the coming in of
God’s power to deliver from the power of death ;
not merely an escape from my sins, but a full and
perfect deliverance from all the consequences of
my sins, so that even the very dust of my body
will be raised in divine glory. In Christ’s death I
also get another truth, which is, that my resurrec-
tion is consequent on Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion. I share in it as forgiven ; for Christ quickens
me, in virtue of having put away my sins, ¢ And
you being dead in your sins . ., . . . hath
He quickened together with Him (Christ), having
forgiven you all trespasses ” (Col. ii. 13). We are
partakers of the life in which Christ is risen ; so
that I have a life totally discharged from all ques-
tion of sin ; for I cannot have life without having
forgiveness, and hence rest and peace.

Christ had an unchangeable life as Son of God ;




