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and left 4 or 5 days. At the end of this 
period the comb will be found full of eggs 
etc., if the conditions are right. The 
bees aie brushed off, and it is prepared 
as follows : Beginning at the upper end 
of the comb, having it lying flatwise upon 
a table, destroy 2 rows of cells with a 
knife, mashing down the cells and cutting 
to the midrib ; leaving one row, and again 
destroying 2, thus following down to the 
bottom or as far as there is brood, des­
troying 2 and leaving one alternately. 
Now with small chisel remove those des. 
troyed or mutilated ro.vs of cells all over 
the comb in such a way that you will 
leave every third row of tells containing 
eggs or larvae uninjuied.

Now, we must not leave all this brood 
and give it to our cell-building oniony, or 
we would have many queen-cells built 
and joined together. We want these cells 
separate, so that we may be able to cut 
them out conveniently. Therefore, we 
take a small tool, or a match and knock 
out 2 cells in the row and leave one un­
injured, continuing thus until we have 
treated each row of cells which have been 
left intact after the previous operation, 
in such a way that only every third cell 
is left untouched.

The cells from which queen-cells may 
be made by the bees aie now evenly dis 
tributed over the comb, and this latter 
is ready to be given to the cell-building 
colony, which, of course, must be queen­
less with no brood, or only sealed brood, 
in the hive. It is a disputed question 
which is best, sealed brood or none at all. 
There should be an abundance of young 
bees in the hive, for only such produce 
chyle or larval food.

Mr. Dines dequeens about 6 or 7 days 
before he gives the prepared comb, or 
combs, and at the expiration of this 
period destroys all queen-cells which the 
bees have started. He thinks the colony 
is then in the ideal condition to go to 
work on the prepared combs. Mr. Case 
dequeens only one or two days previous 
to giving the comb of eggs and larvae,

then he takes away all brood, giving 
combs with some honey and pollen in­
stead.

The prepared comb, with young lai vue, 
is placed flatwise on the top-bars of the 
frames, with space enough lirder the 
comb to give room for the queen cells.

With the" hanging frame having pro­
jecting top-bars, a specially constructed 
arrangement to hold the prepared comb, 
and hold it in just the right ph.ce is very 
desirable. Mr. Dines showed such an 
arrangement at the Syracuse convention 
mentioned before, and the same rev iv,d 
the endorsement of many distinguished 
bee-keepers present. It consisted of a 
narrow rim, the same size us the hiye lie 
uses. We might call it a very low brood- 
chamber, 2ya inches high.

The illustration will show how the pre­
pared comb is supported therein by hav. 
ing a little notch cut in it to receive the 
projections of the top-bar; the other end 
ol the comb resta upon two nails driven 
in the proper places. Without having 
tried such an arrangement myself, I be­
lieve it will be a good thing to use, and 
may be made for any style of hive and 
any size of frame. Mr. Dines uses a 
very shallow frame, requiring two to 
cover the top surface of Ns hive.

After giving the prepared comb to the 
cell-building colony, in a hive with stan. 
dard frames, the comb is covered with 
cloth and cotton batting, or other similar 
material. I am not sure that it will make 
very much diffenoe whether or not the 
bees have access to the upper surface of 
the prepared comb. If they do, the briod 
therein develops, and when the queen-cells 
are ready to be cut out on the 10th day, 
the worker-brood is sealed and «ill be 
destroyed in the operation of cutting out 
the queen-cells ; whereas, if they do not 
have access, the brood does not develop, 
and the cutting out of the queen cells is 
simpler. Aparently Mr. Dines has al­
lowed the bees to take care of the brood 
on the upper side of his prepared combs, 
as he places them between two sectional
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