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RE-QUEENING OUT-YARD
COLONIES.
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tting into the cell before they
aware that their old mother was
Each cell-fillled protector was
ly imbedded in a sheet of cotton
fing, cut to fit into the bottom of
eboard thread-box, easily obtain-
any dry goods store. Having
humber required in the Lox, an-
right-sized sheet of wadding is
pver all, the cover to the box put
nd a rubber cord sprung around
hole to keep all in a secure posi-
0 that the cells cannot roll around
the box is handled. Ome end of
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«d in i@ Will emerge in from 20 to 30
nirty @ and T have often carried such *
draw 0 one to twelve hours, in the
pack i tre given, without the loss or
w days of a single queen. In this work
iding !s far preferable to cot-
ad of ing, for the glazing on the
ributed keeps the cotton from sticking
9 cell or cell-protector, as it is

llable to do.

kllling the queen the frames
Dut back in the hive, when two
téntre ones are pried apart
% that the cell-protector will
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go down just under the top-bar to the -
frame, when the frames are brought
back to place again, thus imbedding
the protector in the comb so it is se-
curely fastened there until removed
by the apiarist. As this is the season
of the year when the bees do most of
their superseding of queens (it seems
80 natural to them), my loss in using
this plan will not average more than
one queen-cell out of 20 given. So
small a loss will not pay for a special
visit to the aplary to ascertain whether
colonies so treated obtain laying
queens or not-—-especially as the colony
which will occasionally destroy a ecell
or kill the just-emerged virgin queen
have brood of their own from which to
rear a queen, so the loss is never very
great should an occasional cell be de-
stroyed. Of course, there is a chance
that the young queen may be lost when
going out to meet the drone, in which
case that colony is doomed unless res-
cued by the apiarist. In such a case
as this the observing apiarist will eas-
fly discover the loss by an outside
diagnosis of such colonies at a later
visit to the apiary. This re-queening
at this time (July 24) is so easily done
that there is no excuse for having poor
queens at the out-aplary.

The reader may think that what is
here given conflicts with what I have
written in the past about allowing the
bees to take care of the superseding
of their queens themselves, With the
small and contracted brood-chamber,
I still hold that the bee will take care
of that matter fully as well as the
aplarist can; but with this system of
working, and that with ten-frame
Langstroth hives, a queen will lay near-
ly as many eggs in two years as she
would under the contraction system in
threg or four years; so that any queen
which {8 more than two years old is
almost sure to be played out; therefore,
I make it a practice with this plan to
supersede all' queens which are two




