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illness, of which death is the commonest 
ending. How often is the doctor called in 
by these women and needlessly, and how she 
does keep his telephone busy! It is true 
that a cough may be early tuberculosis, but 
this is the last possibility rather than the 
first.

If the husband is late, Heaven knows what 
may have happened. She has visions of him 
lying dead in some morgue, picked up by the 
police, or he’s in a hospital terribly injured 
by an automobile, or, perchance, a robber 
has sandbagged him and dragged him into a 
dark alley. If she is a bit jealous, and he is 
at all attractive, then the disaster lies that 
way. It does n’t matter that his work may 
be such that he cannot be at home regularly 
or on schedule ; the sinister explanation takes 
possession of her to the exclusion of the more 
rational; she has a sort of affinity for the 
terrible. And when her husband comes home, 
the profound fear in many cases turns sharply 
and quickly to anger at him. Her distorted 
sense of responsibility makes him the culprit 
for her unnecessary fear.

Now it is true that almost every woman 
has something of this tendency, but it is only


