
to resign hh «ec by tl>c whole Episcopate of Kn-l.md •„
well a« by tl.e cle.,y of your dloco^e, ho wa.s ,.epoirJ,

.

.- ofhce by the unite,] voiee of all the Bi..,rp, of
1 ro ,„ee mcludmg the one who eoukl not be Jresen athe t„d, but had the whole ease forwarded to 1,L. ijwa., for th. teaehin, that it was declared by the Synof the Provmee that he nmst bo separated fron. the eon..mn>on of the Church, if he should venture to aU egovernment over the Church of God without bcin. resto
to h,s ofl.ee by the Archbishop of Canterbury or theWpohtan He has done tins, in «pi,e of repeated warnin^^.
ontrcafcs and protests, and no option is ijft to n>e but to'an->^u the resolution of the Synod. The act is oclnl•md so far as we are concerned, of so novel a character
that .t .s due to you that I should state to you in virtue of
vhat authority, and in obedience to what obli,atio„s, it is
done. Consider what the Church of Christ is. It is a

_

kingdom." Our Lord exjirossly called it .such. And it
.s a spiritual kingdom, of which He is the Head and Ki„<.
It IS m the world, but not of it. " My kingdom is not of
this world." He has Himself ordained law.s for His kin-.-
dom, and has prescribed modes for admission into it and
exclusion from it. As He has appointed the Sacrament of
J3apt.sm to be the door of entrance into it, so has He
ordained that for grave faults there shall be, by formal sen-
tence cxclasion from it. T'^o power to exclude is to be
within the Church itself • If he neglect to hear the
Church, let him be to thee as a heathen man and a publi-
can. (St. Matt, xvii., 17, 18.) It is to the officers whomHe has commissioned and placed within His Church that
He has intrusted the execution of its laws. They act
under His authority and by His command. As My Fathi


