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expressing this idea, desired to have a clear distinc-

and orthrct'rColo'Sief" '" '"^ -''"^---B
"The Colonial Office must expect to see the self-

pyernin),' communities outgrow its capacity for con-

iTtendrd* " ""' "P"''''-' °' ^'"« indefinitel}-

"All the departments of this Oovcrr.ment wouldremain—the Colonial Office, the Forcig.i Office theBoard of Trade—and matters of inquiry and ordinary
communications would go to these depa tments as a

T^l","- ""[??• ^''•" ' ""'"»?'" -"iBht be attached
to the I rime Minister personally were those dispatches
which have respect to the exercise of the self-govern-
ing lunctions of s, lf--overning communities, all great
constitutional questions or matters involving constitu-
tional questions, "t

>-""»niu

This revolutionary proposal, it stems, was to be
achieved by the establishment of a Secretarial inde-
pendent of the Colonial Office and presided over by thePrime Minister. As developed by Mr. Deakin and
Ur. Jameson, it deserves more than a passing atten-
tion. 1 heir avowed aim was the creation of a staff
contro ed by the Prime Minister here as representing

all the Prime Ministers of the Empire,"? to which
should be transferred the consideration of all constitu
tional issues between the British Government and the
self-governing Colonies, which at present fall within
the province of the Colonial Office. This, if carried
through, would have the effect of removing the Secre-
tariat from the authority of a responsible Minister of
the British Government, for the Prime Minister would
preside as primus inter pares on behalf of the body of
Premiers forming the Conference. §

Sir W. Laurier took the strongest objection to this
proposal, insisting that the Secretariat should be under
the control of the Colonial Office. Finally, the refusal
of the Prime Minister to accede to the proposal that
he should preside decided the issue. But this a' tempt
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