io1 .
{that of secure, peaceful and mutually beneficial relations between East and
{West. The Allies are determined to pursue this goal, bearing in mind that
: {the pursuit of détente must not be allowed to split the Alliance. The\ search
Afor peace requires progress, consistent with Western security, in the vital fields
{of disarmament and arms control and continuing efforts to resolve the funda-
{mental issues which divide East and West.
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guarantor of security and the essential foundation for the pursuit of European
{reconciliation. By its constituticn the Alliance is of indefinite duration. Recent
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11." In any event, consistent with Western values the political goal remains

12. The North Atlantic Alliance will continue to stand as the indispensable

events have further demonstrated that its continued existence is more than ever

-|necessary. The Foreign Minister of France recalled that, for its part, unless
{events in the years to come were to bring about a radical change in East-West
“jrelations, the French Government considers that the Alliance must continue
- las long as it appears to be necessary.

) 13. The next Ministerial Meeting of the Council will be held in Washington
“Jon 10th and 11th April, 1969.

£ 5

Canada’s Secretary of State for External Affairs, the Honouruble Mitchell Sharp

J12fY), with the Honouruble Léo Cadieux, Minisiér of National Defence, at the conference

able during a session of the recent North Atlantic Council ministerial meeting in Brussels.
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