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communication.”” In response to his appeal for financial assistance, His
Majesty’s Government have decided to make an immediate payment of £250,000
to Ibn Saud; further assistance for 1942 also is under consideration.

Meanwhile, Ibn Saud having decided formally to recognise the independence
of Syria, the Amir Feisal has sent an appropriate telegram to that effect to the
Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs. On the other hand, there seems to be little
hope of early recognition o% Syrian independence by the Government of the United
States, partly because of uncertainty regarding the position of the mandate and
treaties based thereon, partly because of doubts whether American interests in
Syria are sufficiently guaranteed by General Catroux’s Declaration of Syrian
Independence. It is probable that the State Department would in any case prefer
to postpone seriously considering such recognition until American relations with
the Free French are more precisely defined than at present.

Further discussions on the proposed Declaration of Lebanese Independence
have taken place between the f ree French and ourselves, and, subject to the
inclusion of our latest amendments, the Declaration will be made shortly by
General Catroux. Though we have reluctantly agreed to the word ‘‘ indivisible **
as applied to the Lebanon State, we have made a reservation in a separate
document that the Syrian-Lebanese frontier is not considered final by Great
Britain. The Moslem population, both in Syria and Lebanon, are opposed to the
partition of the two States, or at least to a partition that gives to Greater Lebanon
the boundaries laid down by the French after the last war ; and we must recognise
that circumstances may arise, in the near or more distant future, necessitating
some modification of the frontier.

Issues of a Hebrew monthly recently received from Jerusalem contain two
articles on ‘‘ Palestine and Arab Union,” by Dr. Magnes, president of the
Hebrew University, who has long worked for closer Ara -Jewish collaboration.
The first article declared that a bi-national Palestine as an autonomous unit
within a larger union was the direction in which thinking should be done, and
asked the Palestine Government to take the initiative in bringing Arab and
Jewish leaders together. The second suggested that the High Commissioner
should appoint Palestinian members of a joint commission to work out plans for
an economic basis of Arab union; and that he should also ‘* appoint a consultative

ﬁ)ula:tion, for the purpose of bringing
alestine administration in all matters

body representing different sections of the f)o
public opinion into close contact with the
connected with the war effort.’’

With regard to--the recent release of three
Summary No. 111), Sirri Pasha, in an interview with His Majesty’s Ambassador,

Egyptian agitators (see

reaffirmed his promise to reintern these men if they misbehaved again.
Sir Miles Lampson, in repeating his warning already given, again protested at
not having been consulted over tl%eir release.
Ahmad Maher Pasha has been elected President of the Chamber of Deputies,
In the corresponding election in the Senate, a serious conflict arose between the
- Wafd and other parties on the subject of parity, the Wafd claiming fuller
representation as the largest party in the country. When the Wafdist Senators
withdrew in protest from the debate, the Prime Minister moved that no decision
should be taken in their absence; and subsequent conversations between the
parties have'so far failed to reach a compromise.
That the Wafd campaign against the British is losing force is borne out
by the results of two recent by-elections, in which Wafdist candidates have been
defeated by Saadists. It is thought that the electors believe that the Wafd

cannot return to power without British support, and that the anti-Britigh
campaign will retard their return. :

Information has recently been received of an audience
to Sheikh Ahmad Osman-al-Qadi, a well-known Sudanese who was visiting Egypt
on leave. - Among other topics discussed were education in the Sudan and the
Sudan Defence Force, botﬁ of which the King commended hi hly; and the
cessation of the Egyptian Government’s subsidy to the Sudan of £gl50,000, which

led the King to deplore what His Majesty described as ‘‘ the lack of confidence
and understanding between British and Egyptians.”

iven by King Farouk
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THE FAR EAST.

i f
The hope of a détente in the Far East still hangs on the slen(tlle:'ﬁ (t)l:(l‘igasc(l) 130
the Washington conversations. That the thread has not yet sﬁ:gspoit vty iy
encouragement. But since the United States Government m g
will refuse to compromise basic principles, and since J apu.u.lll1 dw; R
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from China, a comprehensive solution of the crisis 18 V1rt,uda y 1; oy by
most a basis might possibly be found for a'provmlonal an -part ﬁ: lastlfew ceind
the sort of *‘ truce *’ which has been unofficially mooted dt‘xnm e
both in America and in Japan on some such lines as t atf ap e
e O o o the. fusthont stratogio ootpoats to which the has
ression, to withdraw from the fur _ )
zgogv (:zdvanmd. and perhaps also to loosen her Axis ctt))mll{ex?lmt.'he AR
General Tojo’s fairly evident reluctance to embar ol’k s, sipy- b o
at the present juncture in world affairs makes 1t the more li 1? ymust s
for some such half-measure. To have any chance of suogess, e pinhe zealh &
offer more than mere verbal undertaktllfgrz ;1(1) urlfim;,{:o ng;dc&ng e Nefpseeie:
3 i i¢ pressure; the ped | ome
:ﬁgttgi;ehiizgggﬁlggzngﬁa% pwith Japan would not prejudice China’s struggle
fo icati ini it is stated, a concrete
i communication containing, 1 .
J apaﬁ:.;:rprze;‘g;in ra.‘ Cordell Hull has 1callgad t{le m‘fnrg:nt:{a.%\lrfisw %f él;: t:ﬁtl’u,a)r
% D.”’ Powers into consultation see ; : )
so—ga&ed ni\?éll‘zﬁi'gis wIi)th Japan are clearly nearing the cructl)g(l)0 p01nt.Ut1:i;;311;
o E;C;O roaches the division of opinion in Japan itself dn;fls c; gt
oo, Egd The militarist organs of the press have tal.do_pb((ai . :h ol
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i ck, layin _
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implici ing in ‘‘ certain features o ' ¥
t};]:{gll;epya;%pll)}tfé:ilg cﬁgx(':s‘:a?éuilg t,IhI:a position of ‘‘ seeing eye to eye wit Japan.

Although, no doubt, designed to sow discord between the two democratic

1 i : nti-war
countries, this journalistic tour de foree is symptomatic of the current of a

. e s ¢ ey g
ini i t is making its influence felt in Japa '
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i It gt once became clear that he had been d‘uoymgintment apon ' il
it t expectations, and the eﬁe_act of' the’lr M}S?th’lég very. disquieting.
extravqgiltnt pr is, as reported by His Majesty's }nﬁs till de}::]ams that he
e ik emp(ﬁ od to one of the deepest pessimism; he sti oty G 6o
Hlﬁ rf!lu)ﬁ(ti %lasa(i] ?;,1 e must, but, unless he recovers his morale, there 1s rea
W] v ap ! 1

i i in the
i i Japan to enlist Thailand in ¢
11 be made easier for : e
b patl?e N Every effort is being made to restore thebfri:meegi;g;itii :
s ok i e arage his spirit of resistance, and it is to op
confidence and encourag s

[23198]

the big increases in taxation an
1aude§ appearance of unity was marre

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950,
MG 26 J 4, Volume 378, pages C262185- C263758

° PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES .

CANADA




