DITORIAL

Altruism while
Dalhousie burns

The recent trend toward non-
smoking has been tremendous.
From airline flights to restau-
rants to buses the “No Smoking”
sign is ever watchful, lurking
even in the mraditional haven for
smokers, the washroom. Only
last week in the Philippines
smokers faced up 10 ten days in
jail for violating the newly
enacted non-smoking ban 1n
public buildings. In North Amer-
ica, any anti-smoking legislation
meets with smokers sputtering
about the blatant disregard for
their rights, an argument
quickly countered with non-
smokers sputtering about then
rights.

In the midst of this controversy
Dalhousie has decided to act deci-
sively. A new program initiated
by the Lung Association will
soon be implemented, clearing

the way for a smoke-free campus.
For fifty dollars the “Countdown
Program™ will convert smokers
into non-smokers. However, even
berter, Dalhousie in its magna-
nimity is willing 10 pay half of
the fee — $25 to entice all of 11s
employees to become converts.
This program was supposed to be
ratified in February, but the prop-
osal 1s still on President Clark’s
desk, where it is expected to be
implemented within the next few
months.

Let’s hope this program will be
stopped before 1t's begun.

The entire program is ludi-
crous for Dalhousie at this rime.
With the DSU elections where
issues such as ruition hikes,
athletic fee hikes, and program
cuts predominated; with the
strike of November; with the
focus on University underfund-

ing in provincial and national
newspapers — the message comes
across clearly enough: Dal has
NO MONEY. And vet now this
new program is being initiated. I
attempted 10 discover where the
funding for the Countdown Pro-
gram would come from, but no-
one I 1alked to seemed ro know.
Undoubtedly the Lung Associ-
ation has a fine program but it is
cetainly not what Dalhousie
needs to focus on now. Whether
its employees smoke or not
is the least of Dalhousie’s worries.

or it should be. Certainly the

Countdown Program is worth-
while. However it is not the
worth of the Countdown Pro-
gram I am questioning; it is Dal-
housie's priorities in enacting it
now.

Jessica Meijer

Letters

Appalled

I'o the Editors:

[ am writing this letter to
express my disbelief in the ain-
tude presented by an article in
your new 5[);1])['].

The date of the paper is Thurs-
day March 2, 1989. It 1s on page
three and it titled “CARAL: no
law no good'". In this article there
is a cartoon with six far, bald men
depicted on ir. The caption
beneath it says, “Well if I were
pregnant 1 certainly wouldn't
have an abortion.”

The cartoon supporting this
article suggests that those who
oppose abortion are fat, bald and
men and as a result no respect {o
their opinion shoud be given.
This, vou understand, i1s coming
from representatives of the fermni-
nist movement who have always
upheld the notion of equaliry.
Ask me now, how much respect I
have for these people. It has
nothing 1o do with their physical
appearance, or with their sex but
with the ugliness of then
hypocrisy.

The substance of
contested that
have access 1o abortions thar are
legal, medically safe and insured.
This is the ideal, so the article
says. But as soon as you say the
word insured, vou bring all Cana-
dians into this issue. Pro-choice
supporters have always said that

the article

women should

abortion 1s a matter that concerns
only the woman and her docror. If
this is true, then why get those

who believe that abortion is
murder to pay for it. You have no
right.

In conclusion, I can only say
thar I am appalled at the artirudes
of aborrionists. Their blatant dis-
regard for human life is a scar on
the face of feminism.

Steven W. Ballem

Wake up

To 1the Editors:

In response to last week’s letrer
from Heather Logan complain-
ing abour the Gazette:

Wake up and smell the coffee is

a tired, worn out and dead phrase
— perhaps roses would have been
more appropriate? It is the wond-
erful smell of roses (ah., so poetic)
that I encounter with my fresh
copy of the Gazetre cach week. To
go further and indulge deeply
and ver so profoundly into sym-
bolism, I will admit rthar every
rose has 11's thorn,
The Gazette has clearly stated —
according to my grasp of the Eng-
lish language — rhar they need
people to write, edir, research and
do general shir like rthar. Why
don’t a few of you commerce stu-
dents ger off vour asses and pick
up the literary pen.

It seems to me that the only
people who do care about a stu-
dent paper are ones with concerns
about racism, sexuality, equality,

style.

flexibility

There's never been a
better time to see Canada by
train. Now, with VIA Rail's new
Canrailpass, you can travel coast-
to-coast or by region for one great
price. It's your passport to seeing
Canada in the most affordable

Unlimited mileage and

The moment you own a Canrail-
pass is the moment you own the
country. You may travel anywhere
you want, with as many stops as
you want, when you want. Canrail-
pass is designed for the ‘plan as
you go' traveller. You can even add
days prior to your first departure.

CANRAILPASS

Unlimited train travel in Canada
for the unlimited imagination.
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FREE CANADIAN HOSTELLING
ASSOC.

8 DAYS 15 DAYS OF 15 EXTRA DAYS
COAST N/A $239 S5/day
TO-COAST
UPTO A MAXIMUM
OF 7 EXTRA DAYS
MARITIME $ 69 N/A $5/day
EASTERN $159 N/A $5/day
WESTERN $169 N/A $5/day

VIA trains
cover our country

VIA Rail has over 18,500 kilo-
metres of track. Our trains stop in
over 416 Canadian communities.
It's a rail network that covers the
country as only the train can.

The romance of
train travel

Your vacation begins the
moment you board our trains.
Friendly service, freedom to move
around and opportunities to meet
other travelling adventurers like
yourself. All these unique qualities
make the train a natural choice.
Don't forget to bring an address
book to record the names of the
new friends you'll make!

For complete details, call your
travel agent or VIA Rail.
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Take the train. There’s nothing quite like it! *
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