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ruling powers of the University, r/zc 
students staged a sit-in in one of the 
three existing lounges. After a half 
hour the protest died and the situation 
is slowly coming to a boil.

The administration has threaten­
ed suspension if there is any further 
action, while the students speak of 
occupation and strike.

Steven Wright went to the quiet 
town of Antigonish last week to view 
the situation. This is how he sees the 
problem and how it began.

FOR the third week in a row, 
St. Francis Xavier University is in a 
state of turmoil.

X wants open housing and the 
administration has seemingly closed 
the doors to any discussion of the 
problem with the student's Council. 
Two weeks ago, the question was put 
before the students in a referendum 
after two years of struggle. Over­
whelming support was given for open 
housing.
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CAMERON HALL (Side View, The Occupied Hall)

The demonstration was broken up 
when prefects entered the residence 
and began to take down the names of 
those involved. Most people voluntarily 
gave their names, figuring that the uni­
versity could not possibly punish 
so many students. No disciplinary ac- 

. . . ... . tion has been taken to date, but the ad-
housing is defined as women ministration is using the threat of dis- 
being present in male residen- cipline to stop the students from fight- 
ce rooms and men being pres- ing for their requests.

In the past, infringement of residence 
rules has been met by suspensions, ex­
pulsions. and a munimum fine of $75. 
The administration’s stand was clari­
fied in an interview with Mr. J. K. 
MacDonald, the Dean of Men.

“I don’t care if there are 40 univer­
sities with open housing, St. F. X. has 
made its position clear.” When asked 
tor the reasons given by the Adminis­
tration for refusing the students’ re­
quest, Mr. Mac Donald declined to ans­
wer. He refused to say whether it was 
because St. F. X. is a Catholic run col­
lege, because of parental objection, or 
because it would give St. F. X. a bad

The lounges at the ‘Mount’ were 
beautiful, just the place to take a girl, 
as long as you don’t mind the bright 
lighting and the occasional nun patrol­
ling the place to make sure that all is 
well. The lounges in the men’s residen­
ces are something different.

In one residence, Mockler Hall, the 
lounge boasts a concrete floor, an un­
obstructed view of a myriad of pillars, 
and the latest in contemporary furniture 
design, such as a ladder settled on two 
garbage cans. In another residence the 
lounge consists of a few broken 
straight-back chairs, and a setee with 
the stuffing coming out.

The remaining residence lounge is the 
only one worth considering. This 
means that there is one mixed lounge 
to serve an enrollment of 2,300. Added 
to this there are no provisions made 
for areas where couples can go to be 
alone and not on public display.

The Student Union is aware of its bad 
bargaining position and is seeking 
all the support it can get from other 
universities. They have received support 
from St. Mary’s, Guelph, U.N.B., and 
Dal, among others.

Things of the St. F. X. campus are 
quiet at the present time, but there 
will definitely be action taken after the 
17th of November. This is the date of 
the next Student Union meeting. If the 
Council decides to use direct action, it 
is quite likely that there will be further 
demonstrations and sit-ins. If the 
Council decides to negotiate with the ad­
ministration there may still be action, 
because a campus group, the students 
for a Democratic University, has pro­
mised to lead the students. This group, 
while not a group representing the ma­
jority of students at the present time is 
rapidly gaining sympathisers, and it 
could well be a force to reckon with.

Further confrontation seems likely. 
The administration's oppressive ‘keep’ 
em in their place’ philosophy of reac­
tion guarantees it.

When no reaction came from the

At first glance the campus of Saint 
Francis Xavier University seems to 
rank as one of the quietest and most 
contented in Canada. Mock-Georgian 
buildings nestle among the ubiquitous 
trees. The many sports fields and the 
great expanses of lawn add a feeling 
of openness which is lacking in most 
universities.

But all is not the way it seems. At 
the present time St. F. X. is one of the 

most divided universities in Canada. 
The split is over the issue of open 
housing.

The student body at St. F. X. has 
voted by an overwhelming majority 
to introduce open housing They are 
asking for the right to entertain 
friends of the opposite sex in their 
rooms. This is not an unusual request 
as most universities, including Dal, 
already have an open residence policy. 
The administration, however, sees 
the request as a dangerous one, and 
not in keeping with the university’s 
reputation.

St. F. X. and Mt. Saint Barnard are 
two separate colleges with two separ­
ate administrations, but on this issue 
the two are as one. The “Mount" girls 
are just as anxious as the St. F. X. 
students to open up the residences.

This is not the first time that the 
students have requested open housing. 
Last year a similar request was made. 
At that time the administration refused 
the privilege but to appease the stu­
dents a committee (was set up) to 
examine social conditions on campus 
and make recommandations for im­
provement.

This committee, known as the Pres­
ident’s Council on Social Life, was or­
ganized in January of 1969. It met 
frequently, but it did not make any ent in female residence rooms.' 
worthwhile recommendations to clear 
up the problem. The committee is re­
garded by the students as a sellout, 

and for this reason there have been no 
formal briefs presented by the student 
body. But as long as it exists the ad­
ministration is able to point to it and 
say to critics, “See, we are doing 
something, but the Students will not 
cooperate". This justification fools 
no one... least of all the students.

The council, in taking this step, was 
trying to decentralize and democratize 
the university and give the students the 
right to control their own residence 
environment.

To obtain the true feelings on the 
student body a referendum was held 
on Thursday, October 23rd. The refer­
enda considered of three questions.

This year the students again request- The first question was, “Are you in 
ed visiting privileges in the residences. favour of open housing?" This was 
Frank McKenna, the president of the merely asking the students' opinion,
Student Union at St. F. X. led the fight and the Council stipulated that to be , ... . ,
for open residences. On Monday. Octo- truly representative 75% of the student Pub‘lc u”a8® - although these reasons 
ber 20th. the Students' Council passed body had to answer. The actual vote ^egiven by the students^ 
the following resolution. was 78 9% Dan 0 Connor the External Affairs

Commissioner for the Student Union
"Move that Council instruct . ... 4 A said that no reasons were given the

all members and subonraniza- -, u next 91Vest,on asked the student students by the administration, 
tions that this union Hoik no* ^ ,he 'Taf to go along with the It seems that the administration is* twf 1 ,"0t 30110,1 taken b? the CouncU. This would taking upon itself the role of a parent
recognize the present policy mean supporting the above motion. The for the students, keeping them away
regarding participation in deci- third question asked if the voter were from what they consider ‘harmful di­
sions concerning residence at- m favour of seeking open housing fluences', and witholding any inform-
fairs, that regulations regard- through negotiating with the Adminis- ation they see fit.
ing open housing shall be set tration. The last two question received On talking with Mr. MacDonald I got 
up democratically by the the magical 50% so the Council decided the impression that there was no prob-
residents of each residence t0 act on ,ts °wn. lem. He explained that there were loun-

taodbe,heantorced ‘Z! °" ThuI5da* mght after 3 ‘ZTZZ cÔJTÎrS’y
to be enforced by the Student m the Oland Centre, 500 students, in- mingle. I took him on his word and pro- 
Discipline Committee, per- eluding 100 girls from Mount Saint
fects, house committees, and 
Campus Ftolice. For the pur­
pose of this resolution open

ceeded to examine these lounges Mr. 
Barnard, marched over the Cameron MacDonald had spoken the truth. I saw 
Hall, one of the large men’s residences, five lounges, two in the women’s resi- 
where they held a peaceful sit-in dences at the Mount' and three in the

men’s residences.that lasted under a half hour.

Why Do 
You Read 
So Slowly ?

a
A noted publisher in Chicago reports 
there is a simple technique of rapid 
reading which should enable you to 
increase your reading speed and yet 
retain much more. Most people do 
not realize how much they could in­
crease their pleasure, success and in­
come by reading faster and more ac­
curately.

ZUMBURGER
According to this publisher, many 

people, regardless of their present 
reading skill, can use this simple tech­
nique to improve their reading ability 
to a remarkable degree. Whether 
reading stories, books, technical 
matter, it becomes possible to read 
sentences at a glance and entire pages 
in seconds with this method.

Zumburger is fun and the food’s 
great.
Come and revel in the way-out 
music and unique surroundings. 
Bring the family. They’ll love the 
Zumburger, the Boston Burger or a 
delicious pastry.
In fact everything on the menu. 
Come and taste the Zumburger 
experience for yourself. You’ll be 
glad you did.

(cfccuss!) ZUMBURGER
in“ISiSol

- - -
Scotia Square 

NOW 
OPEN

To acquaint the readers of this 
newspaper with the easy-to-follow 
rules for developing rapid reading 
skill, the company has printed full 
details of its interesting self-training 
method in a new booklet. “How to 
Read Faster and Retain More." 
mailed free. No obligation. Send vour 
name and address to: Reading. 835 
Diverses. Dept. 154-4IN. Chicago. 
60614. A postcard will do.
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Mon. Tues. & Wed. 7.30 am - 9 pm. 
Thurs. Fri. & Sat. 7.30 am - 12 Midnight. 
Closed Sunday.WJ üi•mmm a*rr=:


