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and this years protagonist of Ill-will 
and supercllllousness at Christmas-
tide...... I.e. Scrooge. ‘Lumpy* Cress,
the president of a TV conglomerate, Is 
presented os being a horrid piece of 
work, giving the finger to the old lady, 
burdened with presents, from whom 
he has stolen a taxi. A problem on the 
set of 'A Christmas Carol' with the 
antlers which needs to be attached to 
heeds of mice Is quickly resolved by 
Cross with the suggestion of staples. 
When presented with the lurid 
headline that claims an elderly woman 
was the recipient of a heart attack 
during his particularly Inappropriate 
and grand guignol commercial for a 
Christmas T.V. special, Frank says 
"Think of the ratings I You can't BUY 
publicity like thlsl " After that, though, 
H's pretty standard stuff all the way 
through -Cross Is returned to his life as 
a child by manic taxi-driver ghost-of* 
Christmas-past David Johansen, to a 
better perspective of his current life 
provided by a demure but hilariously 
violent ghost of Christmas Present 
fairy. Finally, lumpy gets a whiff of 
Christmas Future by a nine foot 
skeletal demon, complete with tor
tured souls screaming In the rib-cage 
and a fuzzy T.V. monitor for the 
death's head.
Basically then a complete rehash 1 

with barely Imaginative twists to pro
vide for the Zeitgeist. The only real 
reason for 'Scroeged' appears to have 
been the necessity to get Bill Murrey 
out of his little box for another hour 
and a half to drop a plethora of one 
liners and snide comments which are, 
doubtlessly, superbly delivered.

It Is true that Murrey seems to In
variably play himself In all of the 
movies In his yet brief career. But then 
this Is his selling point. Initially I must 
admit to being a little apprehensive at 
the premise of this film, since In the 
past the Murrey persona has been one 
of anti-authorltarlan wit and well 

• darned cool guy that takes everything 
on the cheek with a barely Incredulous 
glance to the right. How would he ap
pear as one of literatures all-time 

! recidivist bastards? No worries. Even 
’ at his nastiest Frank Cress falls to con- 
, vince us that he Is all that bad. It Is 
after all only Bill not the character. 
Besides which the plot Is filled out with 
characters that we would much rather 
sneer at such as the vile West Coast 
Golden Boy brought In as an assistant 
director, the censor-lady and the snoo- 

1 ty diners at the luncheon where Cross 
receives the 'Humanitarian of the 
Year' award (which he promptly 
leaves In a taxi).

It's a hoot and a hat to be sure but 
you know In the aftermath one can say 
about the film Is 'well.... yes I have 
seen that movie....'. You know what I 
mean? It just doesn't have the 
substance to make any lasting Impres
sion whatsoever.

Bill • we love you and all but 
sheeshl After what must be nearly 
five years pick your projects o little 
more carefully.
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THE GRAND FINALE OF THE UNi JAMMIN' AID FROJECT 
WENT OUT WITH A BABOOM LAST FRIDAY - OUR KIDS WERE 
THERE.

'SCROOCED'
He's the sort of guy that con crack you up ordering e cof

fee. I haven't quite yet fathomed the reason for this but If s 
true. Bill Murray con kill me.

Although pondering to e very minimalisée approach to 
acting, Mr. Murray con open up his mind like e treasure 
trove to his audience |uet by e few well-timed flinches end 
blinks. God knows how It works, but It does.

And In the beginning, there was guitar, bass, and drums. 
The lord plugged them In and behold, the heavens were fill
ed with the thunder of percussion and the howling snap of 
strings. It was a joyful noise that rocked the world by its 
heels. The lord heard this and knew It was good. He called

‘Scroeged1 is just such a movie. It 
doesn't take the most gifted of us to 
strain for premonitions of the content. 
Basically, this Is that If you hove any 
tendencies to be a rich unpleasant lit
tle shit around Xmas, chances are 
you'll be visited by a quartet of spooks 
that'll put you on the right track, save 
a quadriplegic and make lots of 
friends. To be quite honest kids that Is 
Indeed all there Is: - a very thin up
dated plagiarism of one of our 
Charlie's better known works.

Bill Murrey Is Frank 'lumpy' Cross

What a script writer's dream he Isl 
Just throw him In the middle of a mun
dane plot with a poor supporting cost, 
dodgy special effects and whallopl Bill 
saves the day. What would hove been 
a totally useless vehicle produced by 
people with for too much time on their 
hands, suddenly becomes a rip- 
roaring farce loaded with cynicism and 
subliminal wickedness that blossoms 
Into a pleasurable experience all 
round. And It's all because of his 
delivery and that very special face. 
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NOTICE Photo by Jayde Mockler
“Wow, Rustic Men I" - Rupert thrills the fens with his worid-femous loon
cell.

If you don't agree, then you were crowd was ready for Messenjeh. After 
obviously weren't of the Jammin Aid a twenty minute Interlude, the 
Concert featuring Messen|eh and Sons Cafeteria came bock to life, with 
of Gilbert. It was truly a night of Messenjeh on stage. The response 
wickld reggae, the likes of which was Instantaneous, the audience lov- 
Frederlcton has never seen. Sens of ed them. With the whole band jumping 
Gilbert played on excellent set, In- In sync, the crowd soon became fren- 
dudlng their renditions of Cherry e sled through their newfound passion 
beby, rat In the kitchen, no women no for Reggae. With Rupert leading In 
cry, and their own song woke me. The vocals, and Eric on guitar, the band 
band had no trouble harnessing the started with their hit song Coel 
energy that the excited crowd was Operator. The band just got bock from 
emitting. By the end of the set, the , their North American tour, which took 
dance floor was packed, and the them from Toronto to Vancouver and
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CITY OF FREDERICTON
Take notice that City of Fredericton By-law No. 
46 and No. 70 contain the following sections:-

WINTER PARKING 
REGULATIONS »

In the months of December, January, Fe
bruary and March, between the hours of mid
night and seven o'clock in the forenoon of any 
day, no person shall park a vehicle unattended 
on any highway. (The provisions of this section 
are enacted for the purpose of snow removal).
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IMPOUNDING OF VEHICLES m
V , *

A Peace Officer may remove and impound 
any vehicle which is found illegally parked or 
causing obstruction to traffic on any highway, 
and no person shall take possession of a vehi
cle so removed or impounded until all costs and 
charges for removal, care and storage of such 
vehicles have been paid.
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“Nyeerghl" Erie succumbs to the vicious appetite of e re bid microphone.L Q

WINTER TRACTION TIRES down through the states. Including Friday night movie - eh Karen I 
Cpllfernlo where they played at “Reg- j Anyway, that's It from me, I'm outta 
gee on the River" with Steel Pulse and , here, and on my way to the lend of 
Burning Speer, two of the foremost ! eternal sunshine, yes Jamaica (I'm cat- 
names on the International Reggae chlng Messenjeh’sNew Year's Eve con

cert)

.-lxFrom December 1 st to March 31 the following 
year, no person shall, while snow or ice is on 
the streets, drive a vehicle which is not 
equipped with winter traction tires on such 
street as to interfere with the passage of other 
motor vehicles or persons.

V -- I scene I
i Little reggae sunsplosh was a 

smashing success, due to sponsors 
and guests contributing to the cause.
Money raised by the concert went to 
Jammin Aid, to benefit the disaster 
victims In Jamaica and Bangladesh.

All In all, the concert wos the best 
time I've had all year: and to those of < <
you who missed It, I hope you liked the — JAMAICA JOE
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