
CANADIAN COURIER.

THROUGH A MONOCLEj
WANTED--BETTER CANDIDATES.N Wthat the elections are over, and you can

talk about a candidate without being
accused of trying to make party capital, I
would like to enquire how it is that somemen get nominated for Pariament. I arn sure thatit must have puzzled people in every part of thecountry, during this campaign which has J ustclosed, to think how certain of the candidates intheir iinmediate districts ever got into the field.

-They were flot the sort of men you would naturallyexpect to be chosen to represent an intelligent con-stituency in the great Council of the Nation. Theywere hardly "public men" at aIt' 0f course, I amnflot speaking of the rnajority of our candida'tes. Ithink that the avrera ge was fairly high this Iasttime. I arn, in fact, thinking no more of the recentelection than of others of which I have heen amore or less concerned spectator. It always seemsto me tliat some men run who are conspicuously
iunfitted for a Parliamentary career or even for anelection fight. And I must say that the peopleusually endorse my opinion by leaving them at
home.

BUT ho do they get nomninated? Who brings
themout? Even if they so fatally misjudgetheir own abilities as to come out without anyprompting, how do they ever manage to secure theendorsation of one of the great parties? It seemsto me that there ought to be a censor of Parlianien-,

tary candidates. We should have çnmp-+-

<'office boy" for us to a fair extent. If we wanted
a -bookkeeper, and a man applied who could notshown poor judgment'in picking out a probable job.Now what are the duties of a member of Parlia-ment? Ought he not to be able to do more thanvote' when the party «whip" says so? Assuredly.
He is our spokesman in the body which taxes us andspends the proceeds-which makes the laws andappoints (by proxy) the judges to enforce them-
which does a lot of things about which we have anopinion. Obviously, our representative should bea man . who can stand up for us, can see that weget our share of what is going, and can mnake surethat our opinion is at Ieast heard, and moderately
respected. Ini two words, he should be a man ofinfluence with bis f ellows.-a mnan who can state acase clearly and cogently-a man who has a genius
for getting his way.

T T pays a constituency to send a superlativelyIL good «member" to Ottawa. We ail recognize
that. A Minister is a strong candidate because aMinister bas influence. A man of Ministerial rankon the Opposition side is also a strong candidate forthe samne reason. Now if it pays a constituency tosend a conspicuously good representative to Ottawa,it must surely hurt it to send a conspicuously poorrepresentative down there. Parties should thinkof this wben they name their men.- It is hard forelectors to think of it. after thi- h:ladp . - î*,*_

party organizatonsý want to win; and there is nodoubt in MY mind that the party which should syste-matically set itself to get out the very best in every
constituency, would win, nine times out of ten.Good men do more than dignify a platforma-they
help make it. A party which went in for "brains"
would present the "brainiest" policy to the people.
Our politics is a good deal a game of trying to"beat each other"' to the best policies; and this isa sport in which the. brightest and best-manned
party is bound to succeed.

H4 OWBV£R, what I started out to do was to try.Lto find out how certain exceedingly unfit can-
didates got into the field. Somebody must haveslept at the switch. A man cannot get nominated
by a party in this country without securing the coni-sent of a lot of responsible people; and I wouldtremendously hate to carry the responsibilities inthis respect which some politi-cians have beenshouldering for the last f ew weeks. This cou ntryis flot suffering so much f rom corrupt public menas from stupid would-be public men. We have morehonesty to choose between on election day thanability. We are always saying of our party leaders
that, when they want a Ministry, they must go out-side of Parliament for it. Now that is flot alwaysa disgrace to our party leaders. But it is a disgrace
to some one. Are you quite sure YOtJ are not one
of the ones ?

THE MONOCLE MAN.

cBritish Strike.
JRIER correspondent writes fromn

-City.
der the

of the
of the
t-arth-


