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CHAPTER XVI.

Maud Barrington is Merciless.DANE overtook the waggon close by
Vthe birefh bluff at Silverdale
:Grange. It was 'late then, but

there were lights in tihe windows that
blinketi beyond the itrees, and,.when the
waggon stopped, Barringt-on stood in the
entriance with one or two of bis hired
men. Accidents axe not infrequent on
tirs prairie, where surgical1 assistance ise
flot zAways available, and there was a
&butter ready on the grounti beside hirn,
for the Colonell'ad sen the field hospi-
tai in operetion.

1 Tjnhonk the tailhoard," be said
aïharply. "Two of you pick up the shut-
ter. Tour more-here. Now, arme about
hie ahouldere, hips, andi knees. Lif t
and lower-s-tep off witb right foot lead-
ing bearer, with yeur ]eit in the rear! "

It was dons in a few moments, and
wben the'bearers .passed into the big
hall that rang wibli tiheir ehuff-ling 6teps,
Mauti Barrington shiversd as sIre waited
witi bier aunt in an ininer room. That
tramcping was hiorribly suggestive, and
shle liad seen but Uittie of sickne>ss and
grievous wouinds. Still, the f set scarceJy
accounitsd for ths pa.inful throbbing of
lier heart, and tire dizziness that came
upon bier. Then tire bearers camne lu,
panting, with Barrington an'd D&ne be-
bind them, and the girl was grateful to
ber auist, who laid a nand upon ber arm
wben elie saw the singed bead, and
blackens-d face Utat as srneared witi a
ruiddisr tint, upon thes hutter.

"Lower 1" saiti Colonel Barrington.
"Lift, as I tolId you," and Vie liuddled
objeet was laid upon Vhe beci. Theii
there was sellence until tihe imnpass;ive

but your uncle bas iropes of hmm. He
bias evidently led a healtry life."

Thie girl wus a littie less serene liban
usual then, andi drsw back into, the
shadow.

"Yeg," she said. "Ws did not think
&0 once."

Miss Barringion srniled curiously.
"'Are you very much astonlshed, Mauti

Stlthere je nothing you enu do for
me, andi we sell wanit you týo-rnorrow.",

sa.lizing that libers was non neeti for
lier, thre girl went out, andi 'hen the
door elosed behind ber Vhs littie whiite-
hiaireti lady bent down and gazeti at ber
patient long and steadily. Then sire
shook ber theati, and nroved back to tbe
seat, sIe bail risen front, with perplexity
in lier fa-ce.

M EANWHLE Maud Barrington sat by
~"the open window in her room,

staring out into ths nîght. Tirere was
a wb.ispering in the birch bluff, and the
murmuring of leaguee of grassesl rose
front the prairie that streteheti away be-
yonti it. Stil, though the winti fanneti
,ber throbbîng forebsati with a pleasant
ecoilnece8, thre nocturnal harmonies awoke
no Tesponse in bier. Sleep was out of
ths question, for bier brain was in a
wbirl of vague sensations, tbrougb
wi m fear came uplprýmocli every now
anti then. Why ýanything which could
bef al this muan wlio had corne out of thre
obscurity and wae ire bai toli -lier, Vo
go back into it again, should disturb
bier, Mauti Barrington diti not know;
but there was no disguising the fact
that; ire -would. fel his loss grievouisly,
as others at S8ilverdale would do. l'len
wi*th alittîs treinor s wondered whie-
ther they muet lose him, and, ri6ing,
etooti tensely stili, lietening for any
sound from h s .ick-room.

There was nothing but thes elghing of

Winnipeg, when Dane rode up to Vhs
Grange. lie asked for Miss Barring-
ton and lier nîsce, andi wlien lie heard
that hie comrade wae recovering sensi-
biliýty, eat down looking very grave.

"I bhave somsthing to tell you, but
Gourtirorne must not know until lire is
better, while I'rn not sure -that ws nesd
teil hlm then," lie eaid. "lIn the mean-
wirile, I arn also inelinedti o fancy it
wouid lie better kept f rom Colonel Bar-
rington on bis return. It ie tire first
time anything of ths kinti ha.e liapened
at Silverdals, and 'it would hurt hlm
horribly, whiich decided us to corne first
to you."

"You must ire more concise," said Miss
Barrington quietly, and Dans trifled
witb the bat in bis band.

"It is," lie saiti, "a most unpleasant
t'hing, andi is known to tiee men only,
of wborn I arn one. We have also air-
ranged Virat nobody else will chance upon
wirat we have discovereti. You ses, Fer-
ris is unfortunately coninected with you,
anti hie peopîe have had trouble enougli
already?"

"Ferrie t" saiti Maud Barrington, witb
a sutiden fiardeniîng of lier face. "You
surely don't mean-"-ý

Dans notideti. "Yes," lie saiti relue-
Vantly. "P'm afraiti I do. Now, if you
will listen to me for a minute or two."

Hie told bis story witr a grim, con-
vincing quietnees, and ths blood crept
into the girl's cireeks as ehe followed
bis discoveries etep by etep. Glancing
at ber aunt, sire saw that there wus
liorror as well as belief in the gen VIe
lady'e face.

"Tàen," she said -mi-th coldi incisive-
ness, "Ferris cannot stay bers, and lie
shall be punislied."

"No," saiti Dans. "We bave no room
for a lad of bhis disposition at Silverdale
-but P'm very uncertain in rewgard Vo
the rest. You ses, it couldn't bre dons
witirout attracting attention-anti 1
have thre honour of knowing bis mother.
You will remember hlow sbe lost an-
other eon. Ths.t is wiry 1 diti not tell
Colonel Barrington. eis l a trifle-
pmelýpîtate--occacionalIy."
M~AISS Barrington giriped at th~e maxn.

"V You bave dons wisely," sIre said.
"Ethel Ferris lis borne enonuci. q.ndl eiP
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