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The MVother and the High Cost of
Living

Trwef epecially foi- ThIe8lern Hom -3Iolith!q by,,~vh(qul mtBJ.IAON bis speech before the ChicagoAssociation of Commerce,
Secretary~ of Agriculture, Mer -
edit.h says: "If I were to
refer at; ail to the higli cost

of living. I would say it is a mutual
problem for ail of us. It is the farmer's
problem; it is the laborer's problern;
and it 'le the' business man's problem;
and we nmugt ail work together mutu-
ally-in meeting this situation."

WVith even greater truth he might
have said that even more than anyone
else, it is the problemn of the women
in the home, the mother's problem. She
is the one tlîat ig"it even harder than
lier husband, and it is upon her thcre
is laid the burden of making one dollar
do-flot the work of two as our grand-
mothers uised to do-but far more than
the work of five. Ini the matter of
Clothes, of lîelp or of vacation. she is
the one who bears the brunt, and she
bears it too, ivbeu ber unmarried sister
in the workaday world le earxiiîg- more
than-ever before. WVe have ail snîled
at the story of the bank manager, who
with hie wife, wcnt out to dine, and
after dinner the servant of the biouse
passed through the hall--dressed in ber
furs and silk-as lie. could not afford
to drees hie wife. Hu¶norous as the
sit.uation appeaî-s, there it is, and it
mîust bie faced by the great xajority
of the motiiers of the lanîd; faced too,
resolutely and witlî good cheer, so tbat
as the years go by there will lie fouîîd
ia hier face the gentle %trengtli ond
patience of those wbose lives have been
spent ini home making. without the bard-
nees which le too often found iin the
faces of those whose love je not great
enough to soften their toil.

If one goe into tbe situation blindly
she le fat too apt to find that niothîing
wbatever ie lef t for herself and. hier
pereonal needs either of money or
strengtl, so tbat the budget of ycarly
expenees, allowing so mucb for- rent,
for clothes, for food, and ail the other
iiems'of family expense is by far the
sanest and wisest plan.

But that part settled, even then if
we are to adequatcly cope with the sit-
uation, we mu8t have the courage of
our convictions aîîd mot pay the highest
prices just beeauýe others are paying
tbem, or because some supercilious clerk
is predisposed to look at one in seeming

*amazenient or disdain if she 'queries
tbe value of the tbing at tbe price
askcd. For surcly to-day prices are
no criterion of the value of tbc tbing
in itseaf, scarcely any two stores ask
the saine price for the samne article,
so wby pay in one store tan dollars
for a pair of shoes whicb eau be bought
two doors further down for eigbt? Or
ninety-fivc cents for a certain drug,
wbich can -bc purcliased at the chain
stores for sixty-sîx? Wanting not long
since a certain electric fixture for a
bedroom I prîced it inI three different
stores in various parts of tbe eitv.
Ona askcd iglîteeli dollars and flfty
cents, and the clerk assîired me that
pricas were going up tbat vcry week.
The second on tha saine street. not more
tban a block awav, dcmnaided fifteei,
But the third, not'on one of the clief
business streets askýed texi dollars anîd
a baîf, so I biad thie fixture I desired
and saved eigbt dollars by a little look-
ing about.,

Even the large department stores do
'lot have tbe camne prices for identical
articles. This is truc both iin manu-
factured goods and groceries. I foîuîid
thé~ othar day at one or two large depart-
ment stores a difference of tweiîty cents
a Pounid on a certain brand of coffcc,
(wc are fond of it in our home), two
ets a tin on nilk. ten cent, a pair

on cildren's grarters and so on. NXot
imferior grades but the indentical ar-
ticles in each case. That saving, is
worth more to us a-, fiîîaicial mana ,urs'
Of our bornes thaiî the added price 15

to the other store that is selling them,*
ý'0 tbcac thinges arc mot petty but Nvortliv
of ouir best attention.

Aiîotlier way to be able to takc ad-
vantaPc of ditTerenuet2 ii pr!uu i I'

butlie '' ~r"rand vou' benefit here
too, in that vou pay oiîly for -what
yon get, niot that they mean to be
dislionest but the best of us are not
infallible and twice -%vthin the last six
mnonth,, bille bave been sent me for'
tbings 1 neyer purchased, and just. last
week a bill of several dollars that J
paid for at the door and only an in-
variable rie of paying for everytbing
a-, it is received saved me fromn paying
tliese bille. If it is onl our memory
a, anst what they bave down in black
and white then thcy win, aven if onlv
once wea have found it more conven-
ient to charge a bill. Moreover, if one
rus accounts tbere is far less likelihiood
of îvatching varying prices. And why
buy lttuce for tîventy-five cents per
bead wben furtlier up it je ondy eigbteen.
while more tbaii likclv the first store
lias carrots two bunchas for fiftecn while
the second is at east teà straight.
Petty as these things seeni they are
true'and if wa arc to give our families
tbe very best and nt tbe saine time
keep wîtbin bounds in the food allow-
a,nce we ivill bave to give them. our
best attention. One ie eerving just as
great a delicacy to set upon their table
spring lamb at forty-eight cents a.
pound as to serve it et sixty, and those
were the two prices I. uoted in the paper
to-day.

The pro.blem of clothes je a great
one foi- to be fittingly and becomingly
dressed is an anchor of tbe coul to
any womnai and ona of the best safe-
guards of ber cbarm which cbarmi is
the greatest asset in hier family life,
both to bier busbaîîd and to bier children.
1 bave no doubt that aven Eve chose
the brightest and most beautiful leaves
for lier adornnîent and that withiu a
couple of boums of lier creation ebe had
Adam searclîing round for a pool wvhere
sue could sec to do bier liair. Did Adam
like bier the lessa for lier vanities? Not
hie, and ahl men follow Adami in that
respect.

Liera oua muet remember more tlien
anywbere elsa that cheapnee'u doesn't
pay, but by cbeapncss I mena that of
the article itself and not of tbe priçe
asked and that good tîuste and distinction
in dresje not primarilv a nîatteî- of
expense'. If one lias used forcsight in
purclasing, scarcely any -article of one'S
wardrobe needs to be purchased on tbe
spur of the moment and by planning
the wise mother can see that sbe gets
full face value for bier money bothi for
bierself and bier clildrcn. -

A friend of mine ieedcd badly lest
fall a coat, and coats as you know
ivere very bigh so tbat it oly paye
to get one tiat would give sevemal
seasons of service. Aftcr much scarch-
ing sia fonud just wlat slue dasired,
a plain dignified coat full satin liîîed,
but the prive Nwas exorbitant and if she
took it slîe muet vise ini addition the
mouiey cle anted for a frock, so re-
luctantly she passed it by and decided
to wait a bit long-er. But tlîat vcu-y
evening clie rend ini the paper tbat khe
sbop, a very exclusive ona, uvas selling
evcry coat up to ninety-five dollars for
fiftv -seven-fifty, so she retumnvd the
next day, took horne the very coat she
hnd chosen aîîd was twvanty-five dollars
to the. good withî no one the ,vî3lr
but herseîf. lier frieîids and the clerk
wlio had fitted ber. Wbether you are
paying tan or a hundred dolltars the
principle is the saîie( and sýec that you
"et the verv beet value for yoni- monev.
Remember too thait it is flot a mattvr
of expense but of good tasta and sec
that bat, gloves and ho-c match a'-
nenrly as possible anîd that thcei-esi
of one's costume doe-' not clash.

If you make the eildren's clothes
vouirself the problcm is înuch simplificd
if ail arc made on one. model. For ax-
ample, the riddy style suite practically,
every boy f rom tbree to eigbt, and if
mnadje -witi slcevcs which have a plain
cuf to tuu-n back, se as to Iengthen or
ýhorten it as- desired they wvîll serve
for two or thrce sumnmers, or for 'boys
,f differant ages and if made lu white

,;I]l i(olz *1 until the final wearing.

t

Kecp your hair

Next to- a healthy body and a contented
mind, nothing has so much to do with
the preservation of the hair as the soap
used. in the shampoo.

Ivory Soap cleans hair and scalp thor-
oughly. Its ahundant, thick, lasting
lather absorbs ail the dirt, then rimes
out easily and completely.

Containing no uncomnbined alkali, it
does flot burn the hair nor make it
brittie, nor destroy the scalp's natural4
nourishing ois. The hair duries soft,
silky, fluffy, the Ivory shampoo putting
it in the condition which makes for
continued hair health and brauty.

IVORY SOAP

9il-4% PURE
Made in the Procter & GombleJactorieis at Hamnuiie, Canada
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