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“ToroNTO, Aug. 26th, 1872.
“To the Hon. J. J. O. ABorr, St. Anne's :—

“ (Inmediate, Private.)

“I must have another ten thousand ; will be the last time ot calling ; do not fail me
“ answer to-day.
« Joan A. MAODONALD.”

. But for the appearance of the foregoing documents, I doubt whether so great an
Impression would have been produced on the public mind by the statement of Mr.
McMullen. T myself have no knowledge of the gentleman, and have no right to impeach
his veracity, but it is manifest that many of his assertions are at variance with Sir Hugh
Alan's sworn testimony, while others have been contradicted by gentlemen whose
credibility it would be difficult to impugn. Even with regard to the documents them-
selves, it is to bo observed that they were neither addressed to Mr. MoMullen nor to any
one with whom he was associated, and that they could scarcely have come into his
Possession by other than surreptitious means. They do not therefore necessarily conneot
themselves with thoss nefarious transactions to which Mr. AMcMullen asserts he was
privy. It is further contended by the friends of the Government that the sums men-
tioned or even referred to were not very large—about £12,000 sterling in all—an amount
Which would go but a little way to defray the legitimate expenses of the 150 Ontario and
Quebeo Elections, and that there was nothing to show whether they had been proffered
83 a subscription or as a temporary loan from a wealthy political partisau. Their
Sinister significance resulted in a great measure from their factitious juxtaposition with
Mr. McMullew's narrative. Under these circumstances, though without attaching too
much importance to mere conjectural pleas of this kind, I was unwilling to jump to &
ha.aby conclusion on a matter involving both the private and the public honour of my
Ministors, agd above all things I felt bound not to allow my judgment to be swayed by
;‘;g :umnt popular suspicion which this concatenation of documents would naturally
uce.

T'happened to be at Prince Edward Islani when the McMullen correspondence
reached my hands, whither two of my Ministers—Mr. Tilley, the Minister of Finanoe,
and Dr. Tupper, the Minister of Customs—had ulso come for the purpose of settling certain
details consequent on the recent confederation of the Island. I immediately sent for these
gentlemen, and the strenuous assurances I received from each of them oonxrmed my hope
that matters might be satisfactorily explained. But, however that might be, I knew that
our al programme for the indefinite prorogation of Parliament could no longer be
adhered to, and that my presence at Ottawa on the 13th August was imperative.
Understanding, however, that preparations were in progress for our publio reception at
Halifax, T thought it better to proceed thither, and to make no announcement of my
m‘gubquent intentions until the last moment. At the same time I wrote to Sir JoAn, apd
intimated to him that the position of affairs had changed since we parted-—that a recess
for the usual period was no longer possible, and that it was necessary Pmlisment should
be provided with as early an opportunity as ciroumstances permitted of pronouncing upon
the points at issue between himself and his assailants. .

Do On reaching Halifax, on the 29th July, T found tho popular excitement all over the

minion was intense, and that my supposed viows, aymputgiu and intentious, were be-
oouing not merely, the suhject of conjecture, but of assertion and comment in the rival news-
E:g“‘»- 4he Government press stating, as if upon authority, that my courss would be o
or %0,—announcements which were met by the Opposition prints with strong admonitory
thother minatory u;t:clas. As, at this time, I had by no means made up my mind as to
my mmm to be pursued, and felt that no decision was possible until 1 had seen

8

I determined to take an early opportunity of deprecating the introduction



