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"<Tonorro, AÀug. 26th, 1872.
"To the Hon. J. J. 0. ABBoTT, St. Anne's :-

"(Inmedite, ¾tise.)
"I muet have another ten thousand ; will be thu last time of calling ; do not fait me

" answer to-day. JON A. MAODONAU>."

]But for the appearance of the foregoing documente, I doubt whether so great an
ipression would have been produced on the public mind by the statement of Mr.

McMuUen. 1 inyself have no knowlodge of the gentleman, and have no right to impeah
his veracity, but it ie manifest that many of his assertions are at variance with Sir HugA
Allan'e sworn testimony, while others have been contradicted by gentlemen whose
crodibility it would be difficult to impugn. Even with regard to the documents them-
selves, it ie to be observed that they were neither addressed to Mr. McOMWen nor to any
one with whom ho was sociated, and that they could soarcely have come inte his
Possession by other than surreptitious means. They do not therefor necessarily conneot
themelves with those nefarious transactions ta which Mr. McMllen asserts he was
Privy. It is further contended by the friends of the Governmont that the sams mon-
tioned or even referred to were not very large-about £ 12,000 sterling in all-an amount
Which would go but a little way to defray the legitimate expenses of the 150 Ontario and
Quebec Elections, and that there was nothing to show whether they had been proffered
as a subscription or as a temporarv loan from a wealthy political partisan. Their
sinister significance resulted in a great measure from their factitious juxtaposition with
Mr. Moikulne'a narrative. Under these circumstances, though without attaching toe
Inuch importance to more conjectural pleas of this kind, I was unwiliing to jump to a
halty conclusion on a matter involving both the private and the public honour of my
Ministers, atgd above all things I felt bound not to allow my judgment to be swayed by
the current of popular suspicion which this concatenation of documents would naturally
produce.

Iappened ,to be at Prince Edward Island when the McMullen correspdance
reached my handa, Whither two of my Ministers-Mr. Tilley, the Miniter of 'inance,
and Dr. Tupper, the Minister of Customs-had also come for the purpose of settling ortain
details consequent on the recent confederation of the Ieland. I immediately sent for thes.
gentlemen, and the strenuous assurances I received f rom each of them eondrmed My hope
that matters might be satisfactorily explained. But, however that might be, I knew that
our al programme for the indenite prorogation of Parliament ould no longer be
adhe to, and that my presence at Ottawa on the 13th August was imperative.
Understanding, however, that preparations were in progreas for our public reception at
flalifax, I thought it botter to proceed thither, and to make no announcement of my
subséquent intentions until the last moment. At the ume time I wrote to Sir JoA«, ad
intimated to him that the position of affairs had changed since we parted-that a reoess
for the usual period was no longer possible, and that it wa necessary Puliament should

pr îovided with as early an opportunity as circumstances permitted of pronouncing uponthe points at issue between himself and his assailants. .
On reaching Halifax, on the 29th July, I found the popular exoitement all over the

Dominion was intense, and that my supposed views, sympathies and intentions, Were be-comIing not nerely, the subject of conjecture, but of assertion and comment in the rival nev-
Papers,- *the Government prese tating, as if upon authority, that my course Would be ro

o r-anouncements Whioh were met by the Opposition prints with strong admonibouy
t thier minatory articles. As, at this time, I had by no means made up my mind,as to

. r course to be pursued, and felt that no decision was possible until I had sen
y ter, I determined to take an early opportumity of depreoting the inoduotioun
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