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IlOf course you wilL"1
Minnie slowly left the rooîn. Tom walked up and down, and

stopped from tinie to time to listen. At last the small step ivas
heard returning, and the child said gravely, opening bier band:

IlI took it just as Maggie was doing my bied. Shie didn't see.
But it is mine; so I bad a right to take it, hadn't 1 ?"'

"0f course you had. Come, be quick. I muat take it to
Cardigwi, if flot further, and the poor wvoman can't ivait."

He snatched it from bier in such a burry, that the cbild fixed
ber big eyes gravely and inquiringly on bis face, and hie was
fain to get away as fast as possible. He did flot even tbank the
little one, but kissed ber with a short IlGood-bye, pussy," and
ran down the terrace steps.

Minnie stood looking after him for a long wvhile, and it
occurred to bier that she ivould have liked to give the poor
woman the money herseif.

IlDid Kathleen beat you ?" was bier first question, when she
met bier sister. >

IlOh, not much," said Winnie, blusbing so deeply, hoîvever,
that lier eyes swam.

"Because 1 played on the barp. Oh, Minnie, you don't know,
I've found Llewellyn's song. 1 know kt quite well. 1'l1 sing kt
you îvben nobody's by."

Edleen sat over ber accounit books again the ichole of the
momîing, and only closed them' and pretended to be writing
letters, when she saw ber husband and the Vicar walking up
and down the terrace past bier windows.

"Of course," said Vaughan, standing stîli; "'people again insist
on shutting their eyes to îvbat 15 evident to me. They think me
an eccentric visionary îvhen 1 declare that the Suez Canal must
be made. 1 immediately bought a great number of shares, 1,
wvho earned my money by bardi work. One must do tbings in
a grand way, say 1. People will neyer sec wlîere they ought to
invest money. 1 can show tbemn by calculations a child îvould
understand, that the proceeds ivili be tenfold, two hundreri per
cent., and more. And wben 1 have talked myself hoarse and
explained everytbing to them, tbey shake their heads and say :
'Vaughan is a dreamer.' Should 1 be wtealthy noîv, if 1 had
been a dreamer? No, 1 ivas far-sighted wben a boy, and did
snany a profitable stroke of business for my tather, îvben lie ivas
still apoor man. A dreamierindeed! 1 cannot stand aarrow-
minded people. They have commerce îvith India and Australia
as well as 1 have; they can sec the snap as iveil as I can. But
tbey dont look at it-they clon'I, calculate bow inuch xnoney
time costs. I've no patience witb themn 1 'l

IlThe two gentlemen sauntereri rown to the garden, and
Edîcen opened bier fatal books once more. She added up a
wbole page, negligently, îvîtb intentional niistakes, jotted down
the false sum andi hastily wrote., Receipts, s0 mucb ; and Ex-
penditure, so mucli-beloîv it-sovîng a large deficiency.

Then she drew a long breath of relief, andl sat gazing at the
word wbich bad cost bier several sleepless nights before she bad
sootbed bier conscience witb the copsideration that she ivas free
to use ber pin-money as she listed, and nîight cover the bouse-
hoîri expenses îvith îvbat she saved froin bier toilet. Tom liad
been with bier twice on the preceding day, tornienting bier beyond
endurance, and- botlî times she hari given Iimi money. Sse felt
as if ber husband's stern eyes must see lier beart tbrob through
bier dress. And that nlorning lie had asked bier: Il Vas Trom
bere ? " andl she bari lastily replied in thse aegative, before hie
could mention day or hour, s0 that lier lie miglit seern less glar.
ing. He bad compressed bis lips and kept silence, for lie bari

seen Tom go aîvay after clîeatingý Minnie out of bier little cross.
His lseart ached îvjtl the fear that bis ivife bad lied to him, snd
yet bie boped she migbt really have been ignorant of bier son's
presence.

Edîcen leaned back in bier chair, staring at the accounts tili
bier bead swam, and she began dimly to wonder bow sbe îvould
appear to ber sterfi, uprigbt busband, witb bis vast, compreben.
sive mind, bis bold tboughts, and bis power over tbousands of
toiling men. Should she be the îvormn gnawing at bis beart and
cankering ail bis lofty aspirations ! Would bie ever crush bier
under bis foot ? A mist rose before bier eyes.

A servant came in, bearing a card, and anaouncing a gentle-
man who wisbed to speak to ber.

The man who entered the apartmnent was xveil dressed; be
bad a very sharp, pointed nose, dark eyes, remarkably close to-
gether, a high forehead, tbin hair and beard, andi a small, spare
figure.

I b ave not the pleasure-" began Mrs. Vaugban, ratber
stiffly, andi in a low voîce.

Tbe stranger answered in a still lower key, as. be bowed ob-
sequiously.

I am bere on a trifiing matter of business, and shaîl not
keep you long. It is only that your son bas drawn a feîv bis on
your namie, tellîng me 1 mié,bt get themn casbed here at any
time."

IlLet me bave tbem," said Edleen, witb such cold dignity,
that the man quite cowered before bier. She had turned bier
back upon hîim to conceai bier suddea pallor, and rested hei band
on tbe desk for a moment to steady berseif. Tben she took out
the money, tlîanking God tlîat she bad a sufficientiy large soin
in lier keeping, and dismissed tbe stranger ivithout another
Word.

Wben lie ivas gone, and she beard bier busband and tbe
Vicar's steps still quietly pacing the garden, she sank into a
chair, placing both bier lîaads on bier heart, and pantiag, pant-
ing till lier w'tnt of breath brought on a kind of spasm, and she
bit and tore lier handkerchief in an agony of clîoking and
couglîing. By-and-bye she picked up the card she had dropped
on the carpet. Thse man's name was Roberts. That told bev
notlîing. She tremblingly locked away tbe card, the account
books, the empty cash-boxes and purses, and ivaîkeri up and
down tbc room wringing bier bands. Her breast was still
oppressed ; she iifted ber hands to bier tbrobbing temples, and
dabbed lier dry, burning eyes witlî the shîreds cf ber lidker-
chief. Whîat s/tozdshe do? To whom sbould she tura?

The two gentlemen camne in from thie terrace, the Vicar mnak-
ing some excuse for flot baving done se at first, and tiîey sat
down before the chimney to converse. Gwvynne's quick eye
soun discovered that bis fair hostess was indisposcd, and lie rose
to take bis departure ; but Vaughian, wvlo bad no wisb to remain
alone witli ber, and feit bis beart tremble at tlîe impending
necessity of disclosures about Tom, detained lîim and kept bim
busy talking.

IlAre you of opinion that one must save a bumsn being at any
cost, even at the risk of endangEring others?"» asked Vaughan,
suddenly.

Thse Vicar slowly passed lus iîaad across bis lips. "Tbere are
many îvays of saving a human being," lie said. "lOn tbe ivbole,
1 am miot very confident ini tlîis respect; my experiences bave
not been favorable. I bave made great sacrifices and generally
repented of tbemn aftervards."

"But wbere are the bounds that one's cbarity sbould not
exceed ?


